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7317 ESTERO BLVD #210. . . . . . . $449,000

5100 ESTERO BLVD #4A4. . . . . . . $525,000

8401 ESTERO BLVD #606. . . . . . . $699,000

4192 BAY BEACH LN #835 . . . . . . $899,000

250 ESTERO BLVD #503 . . . . . . . . $899,000

5 FAIRVIEW BLVD . . . . . . . . . . . . . $999,000

206 CONNECTICUT ST . . . . . . . .$1,195,000

270 DUNDEE RD. . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,499,000

431 LAZY WAY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500,000

260 CURLEW ST . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,795,000

143 GULF ISLAND DR. . . . . . . . .$2,199,000

265 MANGO ST. . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,479,000

260 FLAMINGO ST . . . . . . . . . . .$2,899,000

21521 MADERA RD  . . . . . . . . . .$3,975,000

254 OSTEGO DR. . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,195,000

123 HERCULES DR . . . . . . . . . . . . $599,000

5780 LAUDER ST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $609,000

151 MID ISLAND DR. . . . . . . . . . . $699,000

5583 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . . . $749,900

2101 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . .$1,299,000

2141 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . .$1,299,000

716 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . . .$1,399,000

851 LAGOON ST . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,269,000

711 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . . .$2,999,000

2171 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . .$3,299,000

6060 GULF RD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,750,000

1750 ESTERO BLVD . . . . . . . . . .$2,495,000

19171 SAN CARLOS BLVD . . . . .$3,224,000

Scan here for info on all our listings

CURRENTCoastalREALTY.com

OUR GULF FRONT LISTINGS

260 CURLEW ST. $1,795,000

5 FAIRVIEW BLVD $999,000

5100 ESTERO BLVD #4A4 
$525,000

250 ESTERO BLVD #503 
$899,000

8401 ESTERO BLVD 606 
$699,000

6060 GULF RD. 
$3,750,000

2171 ESTERO BLVD $3,299,000

431 LAZY WAY $1,500,000

239-747-7446

LOT & LANDLOT & LAND

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL

OUR RESIDENTIAL  OUR RESIDENTIAL  

LISTINGSLISTINGS

CHECK OUT OUR 

NEW LISTINGS

© Best Version Media
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SUDOKU RULES:

Each row must contain the digits 1-9.

Each column must contain the digits 1-9.

Each box must contain the digits 1-9.

������
- By Gary Mooney -
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PUBLISHER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sandy Sandness

 239-222-0129 ï ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

CONTENT COORDINATOR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Mooney

 239-898-7905 ï gmooney@bestversionmedia.com

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER  . . . . . . . . Sandy Sandness

DESIGNER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Kelly

For Sponsorship Information 

CONTACT l Sandy Sandness 

Email l ssandness@bestversionmedia.com 

Phone l 239-222-0129

FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear 

from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month, 

6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoughts, ideas and 

photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submissions 

must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a 

maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right 

to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 

Emergency: 911

Jcc Amslrw Qfcpgdd%q Md«ac8 017+255+/...
DK@ Dgpc Bcn_prkclr8 017+37.+20..
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202

FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162

Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275

@c_af Cjckclr_pw Qafmmj8 017+241+4134
DK@ U_rcp Bcn_prkclr8 017+241+77/2
Rp_qf Amjjcargml8 017+112+/002
Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111

Amka_qr A_`jc Amkn_lw8 017+210+7055
DK@ Af_k`cp md Amkkcpac8 017+232+53..

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements 

and advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the 

views of Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeownerís 

associations, businesses or organizations served by this publication. 

BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any 

submitted content. All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion 

of the submitting party. ©2023 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

A Best Version Media Magazine

An independently owned community magazine.

ON THE COVER
Chuck Bodenhafer

Photo by  
Sandy Sandness

© Best Version Media



Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous 

nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium, 

B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a 

wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions 

including but not limited to: in�ammation, acute sinusitis, 

muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory 

infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies. 

Studies show it can aid in detoxi�cation, increases energy 

levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover. 

Schedule your drip today! 

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100

Ft. Myers, FL 33916 

www.gardnerorthopedics.com 
Prompt appointments available for urgent care. 

Ronald Gardner, MDl ABOS 

Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries 

and Sports Medicine 

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS 

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma 

Sports Medicine and Reconstruction 

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS 

Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery 

Aileen Padilla, DO 

Specializing in Physical Medicine  

and Rehabiliation 

Are you struggling with the middle age blues? 

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not 

meeting the expected potential of the �younger� 

you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or 

experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see 

�ne wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

�  Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management

�  Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement

� Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

� B-12 Injection Packages

� I.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

� OBAGI Skincare Products � Blue Peel Packages

� Botox � Xeomin � Belotero � Radiesse �Volbella

� Voluma � Juvederm � Kybella 

Give us a call today to discuss how we  

can help you be the best you! 

Sherry Valverde, APRN-C 

Restorative &  

Anti-Aging Clinic

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS 

Specializing in Shoulder, Hip, 

and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint 

Replacement, and Sports 

Medicine 

NOW OFFERING!

The Myers’ Cocktail 
IV Nutrition Therapy

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing 

patients with all medical options in a caring 

of�ce environment, offering regenerative 

medicine, imaging services, physical medicine, 

rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services. 

So you can get back to doing the things you love!

Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?PAIN

4  October 2023
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Letter to Residents

You need look no further than the FMB LIVING �Calendar 
of Events� to witness how much progress our island made and 
continues to make in our post-Ian world!

As we welcome in October, remember to patronize the local 
businesses and non-pro�ts  as well as our sponsors as they work 
hard every day to share their expertise and services and help 
make our island what it is due to their dedication and drive.

We hope you have a wonderful month and a quiet end to 
hurricane season! 

Dear Friends & Neighbors!
Our �Calendar of Events� is growing again as residents and 

visitors are �nding their way back to FMB!

When we relaunched FMB LIVING Magazine this past 
Spring, approximately a half-year after Ian, we had perhaps no 
greater challenge than �nding enough activities for a decent 
�Calendar of Events.� We listed Town Council, Local Planning 
Agency, and FMB Woman�s Club meetings, with a few o�-island 
activities like Fort Myers Mighty Mussels games and Broadway 
Palm Dinner �eater productions, but that was just about it.

Now, just a little more than a year after Ian, the �October 
Calendar of Events� features the Times Square Farmer�s Market; 
Mound House events, lectures and Eco-Kayak Tours; the Lovers 
Key State Park Welcome & Discovery Center; FMB Chamber 
�Co�ee Connections,� Luncheons and �Business After Hours� 
socials; and FMB Art Association exhibits, among other 
programs and attractions. And this is just the start, as November 
will usher in the reopening of the Bay Oaks Recreational Center 
with its new slate of children and adult activities, and Beach 
Elementary School welcoming our kids back to the island. 

Publisher

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

239-222-0129

ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

41MARKETS.COM

�����������������������
TIMES SQUARE ï FRIDAYS 9AM-1PM 

•  Explore a 2,000-year-old Calusa Shell 

Mound with three acres of native 

gardens! 

•  View ancient, Calusa-made objects that 

have been discovered by Archaeologists 

• Museum and Museum Store 

•  Guided Kayak Eco-Tours — Public Kayak 

Launch 

•  Observation/Fishing Pier 

Become a Mound House Member!

451 Connecticut St,  Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931  

(239) 765-0865 Visit www.moundhouse.org

Grounds Open 7 days a week 

7:30am - 4pm 

Museum Open Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 9am - 4pm 

Parking & Grounds are Free  

Museum admission $15 per adult

A picture-perfect setting for 

Weddings,Receptions, Anniversaries 

Meetings, Luncheons, and Holiday Parties

Weíve weathered the storms with you.

We will be building back on the beach soon.

Until then, we are here to service you from our

Gladiolous oḟce below

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 33908 • wwww.trustrti.com

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME

LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997!

HOME • FLOOD • AUTO • CONDO • BOAT

Wendy Matura 
wendy@trustrti.com 

D (239)314-1307 

O (239)463-5200

© Best Version Media
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ìI was born in Kendallville, Indiana 
and lived there until I graduated high 
school,î relates Chuck Bodenhafer. 
ìAfter that, I lived in Fort Wayne until 
relocating fulltime to FMB in 2010. I still 
occasionally visit Fort Wayne but in the 
summer as I hate cold weather!î Pro-
fessionally, Chuck built an insurance 
agency in 1970 that he sold to Wells 
Fargo in 2006, though he worked with 
them until fully retiring in 2012. ìI love 
helping people and insurance allowed 
me to do that, as we specialized in 
things like group plans, retirement pro-
ep_kq _lb 2./I gltcqrkclrq,µ

For almost 50 years, Chuck was mar-
ried to Sharon until cancer took her on 
July 9, 2017. ìWe met in Fort Wayne 
when she was in beauty school, as 
Sharon was a hairdresser, and I in col-
lege, then we married in 1968 so we 
almost celebrated 50 years. Sharon 
loved being a hairdresser and ran a 
great business. More importantly, she 
loved all animals that she affectionate-
ly called her ëcritters!íî

Sharon and Chuck did not have chil-
dren ìso our kids were the four-legged 

kind,î he recollects. ìWe lived on a 
/32+_apc d_pk lmprf md Dmpr U_wlc qm 
people constantly dropped off strays 
and Sharon found a home for each 
one; she always called on our friends 
and neighbors to adopt them and did 
not take NO for an answer! For our 
27rf ucbbgle _llgtcpq_pw* uc ilcu 
she would not make it to our 50th so I 
`msefr fcp 27 wcjjmu pmqcq _lb rm rfgq 
day wish I could have bought her that 
50th. Sharon put up with me for over 50 
years, counting the time we dated; she 
was an angel and I miss her!î

I Call This Community ìEclectic!î
Afsai «pqr bgqamtcpcb DK@ gl rfc c_pjw 
/76.q ufcl fc rmmi ucci+jmle emj«le 
vacations with friends, staying at the 
Island Winds. ìEventually I extended 
my stays because when the guys left, 
Sharon came and we enjoyed it. We 
began looking for a Southwest Florida 
home, checking out Sanibel, Captiva, 
Naples and Marco but nothing topped 
Fort Myers Beach because I call this 
community ëeclectic!í We purchased 
a condominium in 2005 and began to 
build our Estero Boulevard home in 
2008 that was complete in 2010 and 

ufcpc G qrgjj jgtc, Gr u_q dpsqrp_rgle _r «pqr 
because we had to build to the new 
¬mmbnj_gl ambcq* `sr kw fmkc qsp-
vived Ian mostly intact, so I am grateful 
we have those higher standards.î

The Bodenhafers chose their Estero 
Boulevard location near the islandís 
south end ìto avoid the heavy season-
_j rp_d«a*µ cvnj_glq Afsai, §Uc u_lrcb 
a quiet area away from the north endís 
entertainment district and this was 
nc_acdsj _lb ml rfc ̀ c_af* ugrf rcppg«a 
neighbors.î

Sharon Bodenhafer Critter Clinics
Giving back to his community is a pri-
ority to Chuck, starting in Fort Wayne. ìI 
was on the Allen County Board of Zon-
ing Appels for 19 years and the County 
Plan Commission for 16, including being 
President of both, and even though I 
enjoyed it, there is no greater title than 
ëEx-President!í Another that gave me 
great satisfaction was the Indiana Asso-
ciated Builders & Contractors for which 
I served as Statewide President that re-
cently celebrated its 50th anniversary, 
so when I relocated to FMB, volunteer-
ism followed me. I served one term on 
the Townís Local Planning Agency, am 
on the FMB Chamberís Executive Com-
mittee and was on the boards of Good 
Ufccjq _lb rfc Kmmqc Jmbec !742, Wms 
cannot truly be a community member 
until you give back and that feels good!î

Philanthropy is another priority, par-
ticularly in Sharonís memory. ìIn Fort 
Wayne, we worked with the Allen 
County Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) that became 
the Humane Fort Wayne Pet Shelter & 
Adoption Program. This year, Humane 
Fort Wayne broke ground on its new 
animal shelter, the ëSharon Bodenhafer 
Critter Center,í because the love of an-
imals is important to Sharon and me.î

That compassion followed them to 
Southwest Florida. The Animal Refuge 
Center (ARC) at 18011 Old Bayshore 
Road in North Fort Myers is home to 
the new ìSharon Bodenhafer Critter 
Clinic.î ìThis is a 2,500-square-foot in-
take and state-of-the-art medical cen-
ter that treats hundreds of dogs and 

Chuck Bodenhafer 

Resident Feature

An Animalõs Best Friend
- By Gary Mooney -

© Best Version Media
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cats abandoned, injured or surrendered by their previous 
owners,î explains Chuck. ìThe ARC is Southwest Floridaís 
largest no-kill shelter, meaning that it will not destroy one 
_lgk_j rm k_ic pmmk dmp _lmrfcp, ?q _ 3./a1 lml+npm«r* gr gq 
entirely dependent on the support of public donations, so if 
wms a_l fcjn «l_lag_jjw mp _bmnr _ ncr* amlr_ar rfc ?PA _r 
animalrefugecenter.com.î

In addition to the Sharon Bodenhafer Critter Clinic, Chuck 
provided generous donations to the Cape Coral Animal Shel-
ter & Veterinary Clinic for X-ray equipment and to the Gulf 
Coast Humane Society for new air conditioning. This passion 
for animals will continue after his eventual passing through 
the ìChuck & Sharon Bodenhafer Critter Foundation.î ìThese 
are all tributes to Sharon because of her love for animals,î 
explains Chuck. ìThe Foundation will help our four-legged 
friends into the future and will only donate to ëno-killí shelters.î

Crazy, But Would Stay Again!
As Ian devastated FMB, Chuck remained in his home ìwith 
eight others and one dog! I built my house to withstand 
a storm like Ian and it did, so call me crazy, but I would 
stay again during another major hurricane. The surge tore 
through my lower-level breakaway walls and swept off ev-
erything including my cars but we did not receive a drop of 
water upstairs, meaning that 95% of my home came through 
Ian without a scratch so I feel fortunate. I have a generator 
so we never lost power including for the air conditioning. I 
cqncag_jjw rf_li _jj rfc Jcc Amslrw Qfcpgddq Md«ac ncpqmllcj 
for their assistance after Ian ñ they are all great people!î

While his home came though Ian essentially unscathed, ìI 
cannot describe how it felt to see my neighborsí houses 
literally washed away, as mine is the only one still standing. 
I keep in touch with several former neighbors but am not 
sure how many will rebuild. Ian scoured the land on either 
side of my house down to the beach, so before anyone can 
rebuild, the Town must repair that as those are mosquito 
breeding grounds.î

The New Normal
While Chuckís home survived Ian, his life like everyone on 

FMB is no longer ìnormal.î ìWe can never again have our 
formally ënormalí lives,î he philosophizes. ìWe lost too 
many lives, too many neighbors, too many homes and too 
many businesses so what we have now is ëThe New Nor-
mal.í FMB will recover, repair and rebuild but we will never 
be what we were before Ian.î

Ufcl Afsai amlqgbcpq uf_r DK@ ugjj jmmi jgic gl «tc wc_pq* 
he concludes, ìWonderful! I foresee many more restaurants 
and entertainment venues and hope the Town plans for qua-
si-business districts with larger and higher development. Ev-
erybody loved our small cottages but Ian made those things 
of the past, so letís rebuild for the future. A major catalyst will 
be Margaritaville; in fact, I donated to the resort a six-foot-
high Loggerhead Sea Turtle statue in Sharonís memory. I 
donated a second one to the Clinic for the Rehabilitation of 
Wildlife (CROW) on Sanibel as well as a 16-foot-high moth-
er-&-baby manatee sculpture to the Lovers Key State Park 
Welcome & Discovery Center as a living memory to Sharon, 
with its dedication set for later this year.î

Regardless of what FMB looks like after Ianís rebuild, Chuck 
knows the Town ìwill retain its small-town vibe because it 
is the people who make Fort Myers Beach what it is and 
not its architecture. Sharon and I moved here because no 
one was snobby and you did not have to ëkeep up with the 
Jonesesí or join this or that club ñ whatever works for you, 
there is a place here for you. That is why I call it ëeclecticí 
and that will not change!î n

Chuck & Sharon were married for almost 50 years: 
“She was an angel and I miss her!”

Chuck commissioned local artist Vicky Firestone 
to paint benches and statues depicting “critters” 

loved by he and Sharon.

© Best Version Media
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Fri., September 29 and every Friday

Fort Myers Beach Market
@Times Square
In partnership with the Town of Fort Myers Beach, this 
Downtown FMB Market offers fresh produce, artisan 
foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more. Times Square is 
next to Lynn Hall Memorial Park with ample parking 
right next to the beautiful beach.
Time: Every Friday 9am-1pm
Cost: Free

uuu,2/k_picrq,amk

Sat., September 30

Island Hopper Songwriters Festival: 

“Music On The Mound” 
@The Historic Mound House
FMB�s own Sheena Brook along with Brian Sutherland 
headline the Island Hopper Songwriters Fest�s �Music 
On The Mound!� Admission includes beverages, 
appetizers & museum admission; limited parking at 
451 Connecticut Street so please consider alternative 
transportation or carpooling.
Time: 2 to 4pm
Cost: $45-per-person

www.islandhopperfest.com

Sun., October 1

Island Hopper Songwriters  

Festival: Chris Janson
@Pink Shell Resort
Country Music Star Chris Janson headlines the �Pink 
Shell Pool Party� that concludes the 2023 Island Hopper 
Songwriters Fest. Janson is known for his #1 hits �Fix 
A Drink,� �Good Vibes,� and triple platinum �Buy Me A 
Boat.� �Rolling Stone� proclaimed Janson �a live legacy 
in the making!�
Time: 5pm
Cost: $45-per-person

wwww.islandhopperfest.com

Mon., October 2

FMB Town Council Meeting
@DiamondHead Beach Resort
The FMB Town Council continues its efforts to 
rebuild Fort Myers Beach following the devastation of 
Hurricane Ian.
Time: 9am
Cost: Free

uuu,dmprkwcpq`c_af¬,emt

Wed., October 4

Welcome & Discovery Center
@Lovers Key State Park
The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and informs 
visitors about the various habitats of Lovers Key. Interac-
tive displays immerse guests with the desire to explore 
these actual areas within the park.
Time: Wednesday-Sunday 10am-1pm
Cost: Free

uuu,dpgclbqm¬mtcpqicw,mpe 

Wed., October 4

FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Meeting
@The Historic Mound House
Join the best club on the entire island; bring a dish to 
pass and all are welcome! Due to the complete loss of 
their beloved FMB Woman�s Club Building to Hurricane 
Ian, Monthly Meetings are at The Historic Mound House.
Time: 6:30pm
Cost: Free

www.fmb-wc.org

Thurs., October 5

FMB Town Council Management  

& Planning Session
@DiamondHead Beach Resort
The FMB Town Council continues its efforts to 
rebuild Fort Myers Beach following the devastation of 
Hurricane Ian.
Time: 9am
Cost: Free

uuu,dmprkwcpq`c_af¬,emt

Thurs., October 5

Shell Mound Tour
@The Historic Mound House
Discover the archaeology and history of the Mound 
House property and learn the clues uncovered about this 
1,600-year-old shell mound. This hands-on 30-minute tour 
explores the environmental and cultural history of the site 
and features replica artifact demonstrations.
Time: Every Tuesday & Thursday at Noon
Cost: $5 per person plus Mound House admission.

www.moundhouse.org

Sat., October 7

Baile y Comida:  

History of the Estero Rancho 
@The Historic Mound House
Guests learn about the Rancho de Pescadores on FMB 
during the late 1700s & early 1800s during this multisen-
sory event! Following a short walk that traces the history of 
the US Latino �shing camp � or rancho � dance instructor 
Angela Hicks teaches a 30-minute fandango and salsa 
dance before you savor a Cuban rancho dinner of roasted 
pork, fried yucca with mojo sauce, and black beans & rice. 
Advance registrations necessary at www.moundhouse.org.
Time: 6-8pm
Cost: $30 Mound House members; $40 non-members.

www.moundhouse.org

Tues., October 10

FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting
@DiamondHead Beach Resort
The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, continues 
efforts to rebuild Fort Myers Beach following the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Ian.
Time: 9am
Cost: Free

uuu,dmprkwcpq`c_af¬,emt

Thurs., October 12

FMB Chamber Membership Luncheon
@The Rude Shrimp Company
Join your FMB Chamber friends and hear from Annie 
Meehan of AM Speaking & Consulting who discusses 
�Choose to Soar,� her book on surviving Hurricane Ian 
along with strategies, tools and techniques to improve 
your personal and professional life. Our host this month 
features Hawaiian Fusion cuisine inspired by the �avors 
of the North Shore!
Time: 11:30am-1 pm
Cost: Members $30; prospective members $40

www.fortmyersbeach.org

Sat., October 14

Mound House Eco-Kayak Tour
@The Historic Mound House
Explore the winding mangrove creeks and hidden back-
waters of the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve. This unique 
2-hour tour offers the rare opportunity to experience 
the abundant life within an estuary. The Mound House 
provides all paddling and safety equipment; ages 12 & 
up, weather permitting and participants must wear shoes 
and bring water.
Time: Every Saturday from 9 to 11am
Cost: $50 per person that includes Mound House admis-
sion; Mound House members $20.

www.moundhouse.org

October

Calendar of Events © Best Version Media
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Mon., October 16

FMB Town Council Meeting
@DiamondHead Beach Resort
The FMB Town Council continues its efforts 
to rebuild Fort Myers Beach following the 
devastation of Hurricane Ian.
Time: 9am
Cost: Free

uuuu,dmprkwcpq`c_af¬,emt

Tues., October 17

Mound House Lecture Series

Medical Anthropology:  

A Holistic & Global Look  

at Human Health
@The Historic Mound House
Medical Anthropology takes a holistic 
and global look at human health. Dr. 
Max J. Stein, FGCU Assistant Professor 
of Medical Anthropology, examines how 
social, cultural, political, economic, 
historical and ecological factors affect 
everyday experiences of health in societies 
around the world. A complimentary wine 
and refreshments reception proceeds the 
lecture.
Time: Reception: 5:30pm; Lecture 6pm
Cost: $7 for Mound House members and $15 
non-members.

www.moundhouse.org

Thurs., October 19

FMB Chamber  

“Business After Hours”
@To be determined
Join your FMB Chamber friends for network-
ing, tasty complimentary appetizers and a 
cash bar. See the website for �Business After 
Hours� location.
Time: 5:30-7pm
Cost: Members Free; $15 perspective 
members

www.fortmyersbeach.org

Tues., October 24

FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Social
@Salty Sam�s Pirate Cruise Ship
AHRRRRR & Shiver Me Timbers Maties! 
Join your FMB Woman�s Club friends on the 
spectacularly-fun Pirate Ship for a whale of a 
good time! All are welcome!
Time: 6pm
Cost: $36 adults; $29.50 kids; 2 & under free

www.fmb-wc.org

Wednesday, October 25

FMBAA Fall Show: “Rush of Color”
@First Presbyterian Church Bonita Springs
As the FMB Art Association prepares to re-
build its iconic gallery destroyed by Hurricane 
Ian, its annual �Fall  Show,� entitled �Rush of 
Color,� is at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Bonita Springs through Friday, November 17.
Time: Weekdays 8am-5pm
Cost: Free

www.fortmyersbeachart.com

Community

- By Gary Mooney -
Rfc @_w M_iq Pcapc_rgml_j Aclrcp Jgrrjc Jc_esc «cjb gq pc_bw dmp `_jjq $ qrpgicq* fgrq 
& errors and fun for island children after the devastation from Hurricane Ian thanks to 
the Town of FMB receiving a grant from the Scotts Company LLC and Major League 
Baseball (MLB), in addition to a donation from 7-11.

Scotts and MLB awarded three communities $50,000 grants to refurbish youth base-
`_jj _lb qmdr`_jj «cjbq _q n_pr md rfc Qamrrq Dgcjb Pcdsp`gqfkclr Npmep_k* ugrf rfc 
Oak Hill Recreational League in Ohio and the Wellpinit Boys & Girls Club in Washing-
ton State the other recipients. 7-11 provided an additional $25,000 with Jason Clark 
md GAQ K_rcpg_jq bml_rgle fgq rgkc _lb cosgnkclr rm npcn_pc rfc «cjb,

The Scotts Field Refurbishment Program, now in its eighth year, received over 600 
ep_lr _nnjga_rgmlq dpmk 25 qr_rcq* ugrf _ `jsc+pg``ml n_lcj dpmk Qamrrq $ KJ@ _q 
well as former World Series Champion Cliff Floyd and softball Olympian Gold & Sil-
ver Medalist Jennie Finch choosing the three winning organizations. To date, in-
ajsbgle rfcqc npmhcarq* Qamrrq Dgcjb Pcdsp`gqfkclr Npmep_k ugjj pclmt_rc 16 «cjbq 
in 20 states at a total cost exceeding $2 million as part of Scotts ìGro More Goodî 
initiative to improve childrenís health and well-being through increased connections 
to greenspace.

Jeff Hauge, FMB Director of Culture, Parks & Recreation, explains how Bay Oaks 
received the Scotts / MLB grant: ìMy son plays Little League so I am on the MLB 
_nn _lb pcacgtcb _ ncpqml_j ck_gj rcjjgle kc _`msr rfgq "3.*... ep_lr dmp «cjb pc-
dsp`gqfkclr, Md amspqc* msp @_w M_iq «cjb u_q gl rmr_j bgq_pp_w _drcp G_l _lb uc 
were looking for all kinds of help so I applied, including sending photographs. This 
past Spring, they contacted me to set up a zoom call, saying only that they needed 
more information so I thought this was just another step in the process. On the call, I 
explained what we wanted to do and they said, ëwell, the real reason for this call is to 
tell you that Bay Oaks is one of the three award recipients and it came as a complete 
surprise ñ there is a video of the call and when you see it, the reaction on my face 
q_wq gr _jjļ Ufgjc rfc Rmul nj_llcb rm ctclrs_jjw pcqrmpc rfc Jgrrjc Jc_esc «cjb* rfgq 
jumpstarted the process.î

The New Bay Oaks Little League Ballfield

Play Ball!
Bay Oaks Little League Field Ready to Go

© Best Version Media



10  October 2023

In addition to the Scotts / MLB grant, the Town worked with 
several other community partners to make the Little League 
«cjb npmhcar amkc rm dpsgrgml, §5+// a_kc ml`m_pb*µ q_wq 
Jeff, ìand Jason Clark was tremendous, taking out 6 to 8 
glafcq md bgpr* rfcl _bbgle gl rfc «jj _lb ep_bgle rfc «cjb* 
ugrf rfc fcjn md rfc DK@ Dgpc Bcn_prkclr _lb qctcp_j rcppg«a 
volunteers. The irrigation system was next, then the sod and 
«l_jjw rfc dclac* qm gr u_q _ ufgpjuglb md _argtgrw* ugrf epc_r 
partners coming together to make this dream a reality.î

§@_qc`_jj _lb qmdr`_jj «cjbq a_l `c rfc fc_pr md _ amkks-
nity ñ a place to gather and connect and for kids to learn 
and grow,î said Jennie Finch, who led the United States 
qmdr`_jj rc_kq rm rfc Emjb Kcb_j gl rfc 0..2 Mjwkngaq _lb 
Silver in 2008, in a statement. ìI am honored to be part of 
the Scotts and MLB Blue Ribbon program to provide grants 
to communities in need, like FMB, so they can refurbish 
rfcgp «cjbq _lb apc_rc qn_acq dmp amkkslgrgcq rm e_rfcp 
and be proud of.î ìWe are grateful to so many for helping 
sq ecr rfc Jgrrjc Jc_esc «cjb pc_bw*µ q_gb DK@ Rmul K_l-
_ecp ?lbw Fw_rr gl _ qr_rckclr, §Rfgq pcmnclgle gq rfc «pqr 
of many yet to come as we continue the Townís recovery 
from Hurricane Ian.î

Jeff communicated with the FMB Little League, which is 

a separate association from the Town, about when games 
k_w pcrspl rm rfc «cjb, §Rfcgp glgrg_j rfmsefr u_q gl c_pjw 
0.02*µ fc pcj_rcq* §`sr G q_gb rf_r uc _pc pc_bw rm em* qm uc 
may see some action as soon as this Fall! In the meantime, 
@_w M_iq ugjj sqc rfc «cjb dmp msp mul _argtgrgcq* jgic _ F_j-
loween event, ëMovie Nights on The Field,í adult kickball 
and a host of other events, as after Ian there is no other 
multi-use greenspace on the island. With the Halloween 
program readily approaching, we can use volunteers and 
candy and treat donations, so if you can help, please con-
tact me directly at jhauge@fmbgov.com ñ our community is 
always so generous and we appreciate it so much!î

The Scotts / MLB grant and related 7-11 donation are just 
dmp rfc Jgrrjc Jc_esc «cjb qm uf_r _`msr rfc _bh_aclr `ge 
«cjb= §Rfc Rmul ugjj pcbm rf_r _q ucjj _lb pcj_rgtcjw qmml*µ 
reports Jeff. ìAs for the main Bay Oaks building, we are 
planning a November 1 reopening, with all new items such 
as exercise equipment and a full slate of programming for 
children and adults, like pickleball, basketball and aero-
bics so we are really looking forward to that. It is now over a 
year since Ian and islanders crave a sense of normalcy and 
they can get a slice of that here. Bay Oaks is a great place 
for residents and visitors and we cannot wait to welcome 
everyone back!î n

Community

Our oʛce and showroom is conveniently minutes oϜ the beach located at  
10950 Old South Way, just oϜ Summerlin and Pine Ridge Road.   

Please schedule a meeting by calling our oʛce at (239) 355-5605.

Bayside Building has committed to donate a portion of each jobís proceeds to FMBStrong as 
our way of assisting in post-storm humanitarian relief as long as itís needed in our area. 

We are local design-builders with a unique approach to 
homebuilding that has a ɳare of recreation and entertainment 
to maximize the true Beach experience for you and your guests.

We also oϜer a line of proprietary designs that are  
ready to be submitted for permitting.   

Nobody can beat our eʛciency and pricing!

Scott Allan Local Developer & Custom Home Builder   
Brant Kotel General Contractor Ɂ Master Carpenter CBC1263363  

BaysideBuildingFL.com

© Best Version Media



Fort Myers Beach LIVING 11

Charity Spotlight

Get your Fort Myers Beach Pub Passport! Enjoy great food 

and drink specials, support local businesses and help the FMB 

Womanís Club rebuild their clubhouse! n

Rfc ?lls_j Dmpr Kwcpq @c_af Nsrr $ Ns` Ap_uj Pcrsplq gl 0.02ļ
Q_rspb_w* H_ls_pw 0.* 0.02 n

MAKE PLANS NOW!

Christmas Tree Festival  

& Auction
December 8 & 9, 2023

Christmas Tree & Wreath Display  

Silent Auction

VIP Reception & Cocktail Party

Live Music ï Food Trucks  

Vendor Market ï Bake Sale   

Rafÿes Å Kids Activity Center
Chili Tasting and Cook-off ï Cash Bar

For More Information or registration:

Purchasing VIP Tickets, Charity Auction, 

Vendor Market or

Chili Cook-off Registration 

go to www.fmb-wc.org

Sponsored by

PERSONALIZED 
WINDOW TREATMENTS 

• Shutters & Blinds

• Woven Woods & Shades

• Cornices & Drapes

• Valances & Toppers

• Re-upholstery & Pillows

• Bedspreads & much more!

SunshineWindowFashion.com 

239-699-2212 

SunshineWindowFashion@msn.com

Everything from design to install.

We guarantee a professional job every 

time! In-Home consultations.

6th 

Annual

Bring a new, unwrapped toy for the Beach Kids Foundation!
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