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; ".#!'4 137-BAvY BEACH l.N 5H4 $2 990, 000

OUR GURRENT LISTINGS 06 FiiB

BUILDABLE LOTS RESIDENTIAL
123 HERCULESDR. . ......... $599,000 134 SPANISHMAIN .. ... ..... $499,000
151 MID ISLANDDR. . ... ..... $699,000 6500 ESTERO BLVD #H300 . ... $525,000 K I N G
140 BAHIAVIA . . $699,900 193 HIBISCUSDR. ........... $739,000 B Family Foundation
5561 ESTEROBLVD .. ........ $775,000 7700 ESTERO BLVD #403. ... . .. $750,000 s o,
o LN ECTIEUT ST . $799.900 4192 BAY BEACH LN #835. . . . . $869,000 s or F -
ST B o 5 FAIRVIEWBLVD ... ......... $999,000 'T' ( ”s { Wit
B FLAMINGO ST . iamon  DUTSIGT OAKAIDGEAVE .. $1066600 : y
QR0 LT R 2000 157 /159 CONNECTICUT ST . . $1,154,000 Wmans Clal United |
424 PALERMOCIR .. ... .. .. $1,175,000 - ﬂ"ﬂ“—- Way |
COMMERCIAL 121 ANDRE MARDR ........ $1,199,000 -
2141 ESTEROBLVD .......... $998,000 8003 BUCCANEERDR ... . ... $1,250,000 ﬁ [FM. CAFTAING FOR |
17721 SAN CARLOS BLD . . . . . $999,949 431 LAZY WAY . $1,349,000 i"— L..um waren |
g”” Eglggg gtxg --------- :;ggg'ggg 270 DUNDEERD. .. ......... $1,499,000
ZB10ESTEROBVD ... seso0000  ZOCURLEWST.. ... $1785,00 A
104 WASHINGTON AVE . . . . .. $2,199,000 me
5511 AVENIDA PESCADORA . . $2,200,000 Yaleries
BUILDER 265 MANGO ST. .. .......... $2,399,000 House
175 BAHIAVIA . ............ $2,699,000

INTRODUCTIONS 260 FLAMINGO ST ... ... .. .. $2,899,000

4137 BAY BEACH LN #5H4. . . . $2,990,000
A VA 'LA BLE! 8010 ESTEROBLVD ......... $3,499,000

GOT QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS! ISECI:'?EM%
(f&fﬁ?ﬁ?fzﬁJTF PREMIERE
=,

Y oLus

CONTACT US NOW! .!;ELE 2
ALEXJL«KrcK:tE:poup 239-849-3663 ﬁ%

= For more info on

WETALKSWEFL.com all our listings!
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FEEDBACK /IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month,

- By Gary Mooney -

6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoughts, ideas and SUDOKU RULES:
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submissions ; P d)
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a Each row must contain the dIgItS 1-9.

maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right

, e . o , Each column must contain the digits 1-9.
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

Each box must contain the digits 1-9.
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:

Emergency: 911
Lee County Sheriff's Office: 239-477-1000 ' 5
FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202 1 8 3
FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162 1 1
Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275 1 4
Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356
FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914

Trash Collection: 239-334-1224 5 9 2 8
Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111 9 1
Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277

FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500 2 G ' 5

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 3 1

advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of 2 3 4
materials generated or composed through artificial intelligence (Al). All content
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2024 Best
Version Media. All rights reserved.

RTI

INSURANCE SERVICES

Answers on page 10

Wendy Matura

wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0 (239)463-5200

We've weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our
Gladiolus office below

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME /
il LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! N gy .

HOME ¢« FLOOD * AUTO » CONDO * BOAT
9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 33908 » wwww.trustrti.com
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Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

ARDNER A
RTHOPEDICS

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
patients with all medical options in a caring
office environment, offering regenerative
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine,
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

So you can getf back to doing the things you love!

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS Robert Martinez, MID ABOS

Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,

and Sports Medicine . . and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint
Aileen Padilla, DO

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS Specializing in Physical Medicine Replacement, and Sports

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma and Rehabiliation Medicine
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction
239-277-7070
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Prompt appointments available for urgent care. Ft. Myers, FL 33916

Restorativéﬁ&
Anti-AgingClinic

Are you struggling with the middle age blues?

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not
meeting the expected potential of the “younger”
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see
fine wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

¢ Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management

¢ Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement

¢ Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

¢ B-12 Injection Packages

e |.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

¢ OBAGI Skincare Products ¢ Blue Peel Packages

¢ Botox ® Xeomin @ Belotero ® Radiesse #Volbella

¢ \/oluma ® Juvederm e Kybella

/WNutrmon Therapy

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: inflammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxification, increases energy

Give us a call today to discuss how we levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

IMORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Schedule your drip today!
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Letter to Residents

Wello Friends & N e{shéoré !

When we were little kids, we loved jigsaw puzzles! When I
began putting a puzzle together, I scattered the pieces all over
the tabletop, hunted down the ones that formed the outside
frame, then slowly but surely filled it in until the picture came
together. No matter how you solved a puzzle, however, it was
something you could not hurry nor take a shortcut to finish;
we all had to do it one piece at a time.

I got to thinking about puzzles when I read the profile
of this month’s cover feature, Danielle Dibona, when she
discussed how FMB Town employees began to tackle the
massive task of resurrecting our beach community in the
first days after Hurricane lan. Danielle stated that “Town
employees resumed their duties in the same way residents were
dealing with their own homes and businesses: One piece at a
time! There was no plan for what Ian wrought so you do it one
piece at a time. Each employee figured out what was in their
power to accomplish that day, then the next day you again
figured out what you could do and so on until a semblance of
a plan came together. Now that we are a year-and-a-half past
Ian, the Town looks better than I thought it would at this
stage and it improves every day.”

Months before I read Danielle’s quote, I was rebuilding my
island home, just as many of you did or are still doing, and I
thought, “this is like putting together a jigsaw puzzle! You pick
up a piece here and a piece there and before you know it, it all
slowly comes together.” But each one of our own individual
“puzzles” are actually “pieces” themselves in the much larger
puzzle we call Fort Myers Beach.

It seems to me that in the first year after Ian, that was like
when we scattered all the puzzle pieces onto the table, because
before we could assemble the puzzle, we had to first organize
everything, from clean-up to insurance regulators, permits to
work crews, and on and on. But I began to notice a tremendous

ENJOY FOOD & DRINK

N Full Menu Available
(LREREERE I S |

pd
|

change right around Ian’s first anniversary and that continues
through today — many of our individual “pieces” are now
filling in the larger FMB puzzle. Some of those significant
“pieces” are the grand opening of the Margaritaville Beach
Resort FMB as well as the reopening of island institutions
like the Beach Elementary School, Estero Island Historic
Society cottages, Bay Oaks Recreational Center, the iconic
Mound House and more, along with various bars, restaurants,
businesses and our own beloved homes.

As Danielle rightfully said, “Now that we are a year-and-a-
half past Ian, the Town looks better than I thought it would at
this stage and it improves every day” and I agree! I hope your
individual puzzle piece is coming along as well as mine — I
moved back into my home just before the end of 2023 — as,
one piece at a time, we all put back together the puzzle that is
Fort Myers Beach!

Speaking of our various “puzzle pieces,” please remember
to do your shopping and socializing right here on Estero & San
Carlos Islands, especially with our FMB LIVING Magazine
sponsors. These good folks work hard every day to make our
island home what it is today and will be again through all of
our dedication and drive.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

i :I
Publisher
Fort Myers Beach LIVING

239-222-0129

ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

239.333.4386

at our Patio or Swing Bar

YucatanBeachStand.com

Open Daily 11am ¢ LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Fort Myers Beach LIVING




Resident Feature

y Sand._); Sandness
rardens, Estero FL

Danielle & Nick Dibona
- By Gary Mooney -

“Most people on Fort Myers Beach know
me as Danielle Felton, but | married my
husband Nick on September 24, 2023, so
| am a newlywed and now Danielle Dibo-
na,” she explains with a laugh! Danielle
is originally from Sylva, North Carolina. “I
was actually born in Maine but my par-
ents moved to Sylva when | was two years
old, so | consider North Carolina home. |
attended Western Carolina University
where | earned certifications in Nutrition,
Fitness, and Personal Training.”

Danielle and Nick met at Crunch Fitness
in Fort Myers on Christmas Eve 2021, but
her interest in him predates that by sev-
eral years! “| first noticed Nick at Crunch
Fitness six years before we met and |
had a crush on him since the first time
| saw him but not have enough nerve to
introduce myself. You see the same fac-
es at the gym over and again but almost
never know their names, so my friend
and | came up with imaginary nicknames
for them and ours for Nick was ‘Sexy
Teddy Bear!””

6

On Christmas Eve, Crunch Fitness is
open just a half-day “so everyone jams
in to get their holiday workout in all at the
same time,” explains Danielle. “The only
free workout bench was next to him so |
thought, ‘why not — just say Hi." Everybody
wears ear buds so | awkwardly waved to
get his attention, then said, ‘I am sorry to
interrupt but | just have to tell you that |
really admire your work ethic.”

They exchanged names and occupations
and “Nick seemed receptive, saying it
was nice to chat,” Danielle continues. “I
asked when he usually worked out and
he said around 7 p.m. That was later than
my usual time but for the next two weeks,
| was there each evening at 7 but no
Nick. | began to think | would never see
him again and | told my tale of woe to the
front desk girls who tracked down his last
name. | sent him a Facebook message
and he responded and everything took
off from there! Nick happily tells everyone
how great it is that | ‘admired his work eth-
ic’ so maybe my lesson to other women

is that it is all right to make the first move!
Two years later, we married in Wolcott,
Connecticut, Nick’s hometown.”

That Was Perfect for Me

Danielle’s introduction to FMB occurred
due to happenstance as well. “While living
in North Carolina, | married then divorced
at a young age, so | was ready to move
out of our small town. A local gentleman
said he was going to expand his Cork &
Barrel Restaurant to Fort Myers and said
that if | would relocate, he would give me
a job. | knew absolutely nothing about
Fort Myers and asked if it was warm and
close to a beach and when he said Yes
to both, | replied, “I AM IN!” The Cork &
Barrel specialized in tapas so | practiced
saying that in a way that people could not
confuse it with ‘Topless,’ as | did not want
any misperception!” She waitressed there
for ten months, then in 2016 went to the
South Beach Grille for the next five years.

Good fortune further played a part in
Danielle joining the FMB Town workforce.
“Cork & Barrel had a couple of steady
customers who lived on the island and
| said | wanted to as well, so they drove
me around to show me nice areas with
available apartments. We cruised past
the Bay Oaks Recreational Center and
they said it was a great place, though
hard to find. | soon discovered Bay Oaks
was seeking a Coordinator for its ‘Social
Seniors’ program for field trips, kayak
tours and related events and that was
perfect for me so | applied, then pes-
tered them for three months until they
hired me! When you work for a small de-
partment like Bay Oaks, you are really a
‘Jack-of-All-Trades,” so in addition to Se-
nior programs, | do special events, youth
activities, fitness programs and even oc-
casionally did some accounting!”

In lan’s immediate aftermath, Danielle for
roughly the next year took on a different
role, as the Assistant to the two former
Interim Town Managers, but returned to
Bay Oaks in late 2023 as a Recreation
Supervisor, as she “really missed work-
ing with the Seniors and children. | am
excited to reenergize ‘Social Seniors’ pro-
grams. We are revamping many events
for 2024, while returning those you know
and love, with youth events already taking

February 2024



off. We strive to make Bay Oaks, Bayside
Park and all the island’s parks and recre-
ational facilities better than ever, full of fun
activities and adventures! It is wonderful
to have our afterschool program with the
Beach Elementary School going again,
as our island school children are our most
precious resource.”

Surreal & A Nightmare

Danielle and Nick live off-island, near Gol-
isano Children’s Hospital, “so we weath-
ered lan better than those on the island.
We had three inches of water in the house
so we had to replace the flooring, drywall
and appliances. Like many people, we
took lan casually, assuming it would blow
right past us, but when the wind started
whipping and the water began rising into
the house, | was scared, wondering why
we did not evacuate. We will not make
that same mistake again; we will move
our furniture upstairs, pack up our dogs
Ranger and Bandit, and leave.”

While their home received some damage,
it did not prepare Danielle and Nick for
what they saw when they first returned
to FMB. “It was surreal,” she remembers;
“it was like a nightmare from which you
could not shake yourself awake! People
were milling about aimlessly so we picked
up as many as we could and transport-
ed them as best we were able. From that
first moment, it amazed me how everyone
came together to help each other out, de-
spite the tragedy of their own lives. Nick
eventually dropped me off at whatever

1 i lld Ll s
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Nick & Danielle married on September 24, 2023,
in Wolcott, Connecticut.

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

was left of Town Hall, then he continued
to be basically an ad hoc taxi service to
all those in need, the good man that he

IS.

Danielle recalls that Town Hall “was basi-
cally destroyed, with one wall completely
gone. A day or two later, | made it to Bay
Oaks. While | could enter, | could not get
past the front desk, between the gobs of
sludge and unbearable smell. | was so
sad, as Bay Oaks contains years of hap-
py memories for me.”

Town employees resumed their duties
in the same way residents were deal-
ing with their own homes and business-
es, says Danielle: “One piece at a time!
There was no plan for what lan wrought
S0 you do it one piece at a time. Each em-
ployee figured out what was in their pow-
er to accomplish that day, then the next
day you again figured out what you could
do and so on until a semblance of a plan
came together. Now that we are a year-
and-a-half past lan, the Town looks better
than | thought it would at this stage and it
improves every day. New Town Manag-
er Andy Hyatt has every Town employee
on the same page to benefit our citizens
more and better than ever, as we have an
awesome staff.”

It Will Be Again!

In their spare time, Nick and Danielle en-
joy mountain biking and adventure activi-
ties. “When we say mountain bike, people
think we are crazy because where in flat-
as-a-pancake Florida can you find moun-
tains,” Danielle laughs! “Florida however
is full of abandoned phosphorous mines
that are now terrific offroad trails and
great fun; we love to mountain bike on
those with Ranger and Bandit running be-
hind. We still work out and enjoy anything
outdoors with our dogs. When we honey-
mooned in Hawaii, we did all we could
there, including skydiving, repelling down
a waterfall, hiking on an active volcano
and of course mountain biking!”

As to what FMB will look like in five years,
“| see a beautiful resort destination, with
Margaritaville serving as the beginning of
that vision,” predicts Danielle. “That resort
theme will grow and expand; as a result,
FMB will most likely become a wealthi-

Danielle had a crush on Nick “the first time
I saw him but did not have enough nerve ro
introduce myselfl”

er community but that is not necessarily
bad. Our property values rise and our
businesses thrive on tourism dollars so a
wealthier clientele is good for everyone.
It is sad we will no longer be that com-
munity of quaint beach cottages but we
will never lose our small-town atmosphere
because the people who live here will not
allow that to happen. FMB will always be
a tourism destination so we might of as
well lean into that, as this is who we are so
let’s do it well.”

By far, FMB’s strongest attribute is its
people, raves Danielle! “The folks who
call this place home are the absolute best
and if you had any doubt, look at how we
all banded together after lan! FMB was
awesome prior to lan and our citizens will
ensure it will be again!” i

“When we honeymooned in Hawaii, we did all we
could there, including hiking on an active volcano!”
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Community Feature

IN THE
PILOT'S SEAT!

FMBCF Traces Its Beginning to
Pilot International
- By Gary Mooney -

The Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation (FMBCF) is a
philanthropic and charitable organization dedicated to working
cooperatively to improve the quality of life on FMB. Even though
the FMBCEF is in its 14th year, its island existence traces back
to 1985, when it was a branch of Pilot International (Pl) for its
first quarter-century before reorganizing as the FMBCF in 2010.

Betty Simpson shares the unique distinction of being a charter
member of both the Pilot Club Fort Myers Beach and the FMB
Community Foundation!

“| certainly was a Pilot Club FMB charter member,” Betty says
proudly! “We started our club in December 1985 as an offshoot
of the Pilot Chapter of Fort Myers, who affectionately called us
their ‘Beach Babies!’ There were 12 to 15 charter members and
we met in a meeting room in the old First Federal Bank that was
in front of the former Wynn Dixie grocery store that eventually
became TOPPS but of course is now no longer there. After all
these years, | am happy to say that there are a few of us charter
members still around. Personally, | was a professional pilot in
those days, so the name ‘Pilot International’ intrigued me be-
cause | initially thought it was a group regarding aviation!”

The connection to the Fort Myers chapter was necessary be-
cause “Pilot International required that you could not form a new

FORT MYERS BEACH MARKETS

[MOSS MARINA]

FORT MYERS BEACH

WEDNESDAYS 9AM-1PM
450 HARBOR COURT

FRIDAYS 9AM-1PM
TIMES SQUARE

41Markets.com

i
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#eAreFMB 12/~ Community Foundation
The FMB Community Foundation is a philanthropic and charitable

organization dedicated to working cooperatively to improve the island’s

quality of life.

chapter but needed an invitation and the Fort Myers group felt
that FMB was a logical place to expand. Back then, you needed
to be a professional or executive woman to be a member so
individual invitations were necessary to join and that was part
of the charm. Pl eventually morphed into a more encompassing
organization that accepted members from all walks of life.”

She greatly enjoyed the cosmopolitan aspect of PI. “| liked be-
ing a member of an International club where you spread your
wings outside your local area and met a wide variety of people.
| became the Lieutenant Governor for the Florida Southwest
region so | attended many regional conventions and functions
and found it fascinating to meet Pl members from Japan, for
instance, where you experienced their culture and traditional
dress. | felt that being a member of an international group gave
us a certain prestige that you could not acquire from a local
organization. It expanded our horizons and | personally liked all
the pomp-&-circumstance, as it made you different from every
other local club.”

Betty points out that the FMB chapter “enjoyed an outstanding
25-year run! | really liked it but Pl had a strict structure to its or-
ganization, so members from the Fort Myers club frequently at-
tended our island meetings to ensure we followed the protocol
and that was one of the reasons that ultimately led to our club
parting ways with PI, as many of our members did not like that
strict structure. Our club members had little interest in the inter-
national aspect of the Pl experience, so that was a drawback.
Another bone of contention was that a substantial amount of the
funds we raised on the island went to the International organiza-
tion rather than staying here on FMB. As we added more island
members, they wanted to keep all of the money we raised here
on the beach and | could appreciate that.”

When the FMB group began discussions to break away from PlI,
“| personally did not want to do that,” reflects Betty. “Once the
beach chapter made that official and formed the FMBCF, | did
join but | and a small core group continued to attend Pl meet-
ings in Fort Myers and we fairly enjoyed that. FMB, however,
was my home so | ultimately chose the CF over Pl. The CF was
doing great things, many of my friends were members, and |
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“COVID-19 then Hurricane lan forced us to adapt and to promote low-

key initiatives such as selling We Are FMB items and our always-popular
cookbook.”

did like that everything we raised on the island stayed on the
island, with our funds going to good organizations to benefit
good people.”

While Betty appreciates the essential fundraising arm of the FM-
BCF, “the social aspect is so important, especially after what
Hurricane lan did to our island community! When | attend CF
functions today, it is wonderful to see so many longtime friends;
it feels like the band is back together! While we may live on an
island, lan made me realize that we are all not ‘an island onto
ourselves’ and the social aspect of clubs like the FMBCF is ev-
ery bit as important as its fundraising. The CF reminds us that
we all remain connected no matter where we live these days;
we are still one solid island community! The FMBCF is a heart-

We are local design-builders with a unique approach to

Community Feature

“There are too many memories to mention, when you think about events
like the Winter Concert Series and our numerous fundraisers,”

beat onto itself and in my opinion is now the heartbeat of FMB.
| am proud | am a charter member of both Pilot International
FMB and the FMB Community Foundation, as there is a certain
charm to being in on the ground floor of these outstanding or-
ganizations that benefit so many with so much.”

To learn more about the FMBCF, membership meetings are the
third Wednesday of each month from October through April
at the Historic Mound House from 5:30 to 7 p.m., with Happy
Hours every fourth Wednesday of every month at Snug Harbor
from 4 to 6 p.m. For more information or a membership form,
see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com. The Fort Myers Beach
Community Foundation: encouraging philanthropy to improve
the overall quality of life on FMB! I

homebuilding that has a flare of recreation and entertainment
to maximize the true Beach experience for you and your guests.

We also offer a line of proprietary designs that are
ready to be submitted for permitting.
Nobody can beat our efficiency and pricing!

Our office and showroom is conveniently minutes off the beach located at
10950 Old South Way, just off Summerlin and Pine Ridge Road.
Please schedule a meeting by calling our office at (239) 355-5605.

Bayside Building has committed to donate a portion of each job’s proceeds to FMBStrong as
our way of assisting in post-storm humanitarian relief as long as it's needed in our area.

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

Scott Allan Local Developer & Custom Home Builder
Brant Kotel General Contractor — Master Carpenter CBC1263363

(239) 355-5605 ¢ BaysideBuildingFL.com




Calendar of Events

»
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FREE LeeTran Beach Tram

@FMB Public Library to Bowditch Point Park

The FREE LeeTran Beach Tram runs daily every 35
minutes from the FMB Public Library to Bowditch Point
Park and back, with the first tram leaving from the FMB
Library at 9:30am and the last departing Bowditch Point
at 10:35pm; see www.leegov.com.

Thurs., February 1

FMB Chamber “Coffee Gonnection”

@The Heights Foundation

Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends for
networking with tasty complimentary coffee and breakfast
items at The Heights Foundation at 15570 Hagie Drive.
The free “Coffee Connection” is from 8 to 9:30am; see
www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Fri., February 2
AND EVERY FRIDAY

Fort Myers Beach Market

@Times Square

This Downtown FIMB Market offers fresh produce, artisan
foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more every Friday from
9am to 1pm; see www.41markets.com.

Sat., February 3

Mound House Eco-Kayak Tour

@The Historic Mound House

Explore the winding mangrove creeks and hidden
backwaters of the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve on this
2-hour tour. The MH provides all equipment; ages 12 &
up, weather permitting and participants must wear shoes
and bring water. The Eco-Kayak Tour is every Wednesday
& Saturday from 9 to 11am. $50-per-person including
MH admission with reservations necessary at www.
moundhouse.org.
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Sun., February 4

AND EVERY SUNDAY

Bayside Park Concert Series

@Bayside Park

Islanders and visitors alike kick back and relax while
listening to fantastic tunes from local musicians at
these FREE weekly outdoor concerts from 4 to 7pm! For
details, see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Mon., February 5

FMB Town Council Meeting

@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

The FMB Town Council continues its efforts to rebuild
FMB at 9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Mondays, February 5 & 19

Caribbean Cruise-In Gar Show

@Parrot Key Caribbean Grill

The largest FREE FMB Car Show returns on the 1st &
3rd Monday of each month through April. Enjoy music,
food and prizes while marveling at these fantastic cars.
3 to 6pm; see www.myparrotkey.com.

Wed., February 7

AND EVERY WEDNESDAY

Moss Marina Market

@Moss Marina

Enjoy fresh produce, artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing
and more each Wednesday from 9am to 1pm; see
www.41markets.com.

Wed., February 7

Mound House Museum, Grounds & Store
@The Historic Mound House

Builtin 1921, the Mound House is the oldest standing
structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum that
showcases Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits and the
one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old underground shell mound
attraction. Wednesdays through Saturdays from 9am

to 4pm with the Grounds open 7:30am to 6pm. Adults
$15, Students $8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & under free;
Grounds free. See www.moundhouse.org.

Wed., February 7

Great Gopher Tortoises

@Lovers Key State Park

A Park naturalist explains more about Lovers Key's resi-
dent gopher tortoises. Discover the differences between

aturtle and tortoise, why gopher tortoises are important

to our ecosystems and what you can do to preserve their
existence. Free with park entry fee at 10am; reservations
necessary at https://bit.ly/FOLKS-Events.

Wed., February 7

FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Meeting
@The Historic Mound House

Join the best club on the entire island; bring a dish
to share and all are welcome! The meeting starts at
6:30pm; see www.fmb-wc.org.

Thurs., February 8

FMB Chamber Membership Luncheon
@TBD

Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a
scrumptious luncheon from a favorite island
restaurant and hear from an informative speaker
from 11:30am-1 pm. $30 members & $40 pro-
spective members; for the restaurant location see
www.fortmyersbeach.org

Thurs., February 8

FMB Art Association Potluck

@Fort Myers Congregational Church

Bring a cocktail food to share as well as your own
plate, cup, drink & utensils, as all are welcome.
The potluck begins at Noon with the Membership
Meeting at 2 p.m.; see www.fortmyersbeachart.
com.

Fri., February 9

Welcome & Discovery Genter

@Lovers Key State Park

The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and
informs visitors about Lovers Key habitats through
interactive displays Wednesdays through Fridays
from 10am to 1pm. The W&DC is FREE with the
park entry fee; see www.friendsofloverskey.org.

Fri., February 9

Shell Mound Tour

@The Historic Mound House

Discover the archaeology and history of the
Mound House and learn clues uncovered about
this 1,600-year-old shell mound on this 30-minute
tour every Wednesday through Saturday at 10am &
2pm. $5-per-person plus MH admission; see www.
moundhouse.org.

Saturdays., February 10 & 17
“American Boating Course”

@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom

This 2-day, 8-hour basic boating class includes
Florida navigation rules and how to deal with
water emergencies. $65-per-person & $20 each
additional person from 8:15am to Noon; see www.
schps.com.

Sat., February 10

“Members Only Coffee Chat”

@The Historic Mound House

This program is exclusively for Mound House
Members, so join up today! Savor coffee and
treats as you get a behind-the-scenes look at
never-before-exhibited artifacts from the Mound
House collection from 10am to Noon! If you are
not yet a member, chat with staff to find out the
best level for you and your family, or tell us what
you want from a MH membership. FREE to Mound
House members; register in advance at www.
moundhouse.org
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Calendar of Events

Sat., February 10

Mrs. Roper’s

Back to The Beach Party

@The RUDE Shrimp CO.

A curly red wig, a caftan, and some chunky
accessories are all one needs to conjure up the
surprisingly beloved Helen Roper! Join other caf-
tan-dressed friends beginning at The RUDE Shrimp
CO. with the “Regal Beagle” hosting the Crawl’s
kickoff party. Other stops include Wahoo Willie’s,
Nervous Nellie's and Petey's Upper Deck before
concluding on the Sunset Terrace at the License to
Chill at the Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB. For
information see www.facebook.com/FMBStrong.

Tues., February 13

FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, contin-
ues efforts to rebuild FMB following Hurricane lan
at 9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Wed., February 14

CROW Campus Tours

@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife

An in-depth look at what the animal patients experi-
ence, from intake to release, including the hospital
and treatment process. The 45-minute tour is every
Wednesday through Friday at Noon; $25-per-person
with advance registration and payment necessary at
239-472-3644 or reservations@crowclinic.org.

Thurs., February 15

FMB Town Gouncil

Management & Planning Session
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

The FMB Town Council continues its efforts to
rebuild FMB following Hurricane lan at 9am; see
www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

8 Ft. Myers Beach ;' P

1000°'S OF POTS

You’ll find just what you need to brighten &
your home or add a little flair outside. w

¢ Large Glazed
Planters

e Talavera Mexican
Pottery

e Metal Wall Art

* Souvenirs, Gifts, Jewelry,
Hats, Bags, Beachwear

And Much MORE!

Carvings

¢ Local Original Art
e Chainsaw Wood

e Marble Sculptures " #

¥

v §
Thurs., February 15

FMB Chamber “Business After Hours”
@TBD

Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time while
enjoying delicious appetizers and a cash bar from 5:30 to
7pm. Members FREE & $15 for perspective members; for
the “BAH” location, see www.fortmyersbeach.org

Sat., February 17

“Brunch On The Bay”

@The Historic Mound House

Enjoy a one-hour guided kayak tour of the Estero Bay,
then savor light lunch bites on the Mound House's sec-
ond-floor porch that overlooks the Bay. For the cost and
to register in advance, see www.moundhouse.org.

Tues., February 20

FMB Town Council Meeting

@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

The FMB Town Council continues its efforts to rebuild
FMB following Hurricane lan at 9am; see www.fortmyers-
beachfl.gov. The Council Meeting is one day later due to
the Presidents’ Day Holiday.

Tues., February 20

Mound House Lecture Series

@The Historic Mound House

Charlie Barnes, President of the Lee County Black History
Society, is the speaker. A complimentary wine and
refreshments reception is at 5:30pm with the lecture at
6pm. $7 Mound House members & $15 non-members;
register in advance at www.moundhouse.org.

Wed., February 21

Delightful Dolphins

@Lovers Key State Park

A Park naturalist discusses our local dolphins. Discover
the unique anatomy of these marine animals, how they
maintain the balance of the food web, and what you can
do to protect them. Free with park entry fee at 10am;
reservations necessary at https://bit.ly/FOLKS-Events.

Wed., February 21

FMB Community Foundation
Monthly Meeting

@The Historic Mound House

The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s
leading philanthropic organization, so join in on
the fun from 5:30 to 7pm;

see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

Sat., February 24

“Fall In Love With

Lovers Key Again” Gala

@Lovers Key State Park

Enjoy the beauty of the beach while preserving it
for today and future generations from 6 to 10pm.
Guests will savor an elegant dinner “under the
stars,” live music and lively bidding at the luxury
auction showcasing trips and experiences sure
to delight. Beach formal attire; limited space so
advance tickets necessary. For information see
www.facebook.com/friendsofloverskey.

Wed., February 28

FMB Community Foundation

Happy Hour

@Snug Harbor Waterfront Restaurant

The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s
leading philanthropic organization, so join in on
the fun from 4 to 7pm;

see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

Thurs.-Sat., March 7 to 9

87th Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
@The Sanibel Community House

See magnificent shells, shell art, crafts, local
vendors, and live mollusk tanks. Display your
beautiful shell creations at the Artistic Show and
win the People’s Choice Award. 9am to 3pm;
$5-per-person admission; to register or for more
information, see www.facebook.com/share/Zc-
Z3L7qtzAsXRn5m/?.

OVER 1 ACRE OF POTTERY & ART OUT BACK!

There’s always something new here!
' . cseen v
oA . TR

",

17980 San Carlos Blvd ¢ Fort Myers Beach  239-437-4211

1.5 miles before the bridge « Open every day 10am-6pm « www.fortmyersbeachpottery.com

Fort Myers Beach LIVING



Recipe

Submitted by Nancy Bouchard

® 3 (10 ounce) cans whole baby clams with liquid

® 4 tbsp butter unsalted

¢ 2 small shallots, diced

® 2 bay leaves

¢ '/s tsp fennel seeds (or celery seeds)

* 10 large sea scallops

* 10 large shrimp

¢ > pound boneless, skinless cod or other white fish,
cut into chunks

® /4 pound boneless, skinless salmon, cut into large
chunks

e 4 pound lobster meat, in chunks (optional)

e 4 cup white wine

* 1 large yellow onion, peeled and sliced

e 5 stalks celery, trimmed and diced

e > bulb fresh fennel, trimmed and diced

* 1 cup water

¢ 1 pound Yukon gold or other waxy potatoes,
peeled & diced

® 2 cups heavy cream

e Sea salt and cracked black pepper

e > bunch flat leafy parsley (about 2/3 cup) chopped

* > bunch chopped chives (about ¥ cup) (dill works
well too!)

® 5 tsp pepper

e Combine all ingredients; mix well

Drain the clams and put clams in one
bowl, liquid in another. You will need
1% clam liquid; if you do not have
enough, add water or bottled clam
juice.

In a large pot over medium heat,
melt the butter with shallots, bay
leaves, and fennel seeds and cook,
stirring until shallots are tender,
about 5 minutes. Place the scallops,
shrimp, cod, and salmon into the
pot and add the white wine. Cover
and steam for 5 to 7 minutes until
seafood is partially cooked. Remove
all the seafood with a slotted spoon.

Add the onions, celery, and fennel
to the pot. Cook until onions are
translucent, 7 to 10 minutes. Add
the reserved 1% cup clam juice, 1
cup water, and the potatoes. Cook
until potatoes are tender. Add the
cream and canned clams. Bring to a
simmer; adjust seasoning. Place all
of the remaining cooked fish back
into the pot and heat through.

are in the Fort Myers Beach Communi-

ty Foundation’s cookbook, A Taste of

Paradise: Favorite Flavors of Fort Myers

Beach that is
available for
purchase at
www.fmbcom-
munityfounda-
tion.com.

A great gift
that supports
the community
of Fort Myers
Beach!
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BREAKFAST ALL DAY ¢« LUNCH * DINNER

FORT MYERS BEACH

MgAFEHLm

DAILY SPECIALS ¢ FULL BAR
BEST FOOD AND SERVICE IN TOWN!

Host your next meeting/gathering
in our private dining space
for up to 60 people.

CLEAT TOOD & COCETAILLS

OPEN DAILY 6:30am - 8pm
Carry Out Available

.._;

t ha i

11370 Summerlin Square Drive, Fort Myers Beach Next to Wal-mart
(239) 689-4636 * SummerlinCafe.com
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MOUND HOUSE

Museum open Wednesday to
Saturday, 9:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Sunday to Tuesday

e Explore a 2,000-year-old Calusa Shell
Mound with three acres of native
gardens!

 VView ancient, Calusa-made objects that

Grounds are open daily from have been discovered by Archaeologists

7:30am to 6:30pm

Parking & Grounds are Free
Museum admission $15 per adult

¢ Take a hands-on archaeology tour

* Guided Kayak Eco-Tours — Public Kayak
Launch SER

B 2

e Observation/Fishing Pier

ngs,Receptions,

oliday Parties ~ Become a Mound House Member!

451 Connecticut St, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
(239) 765-0865 - Dig Deeper at MoundHouse.org

%ungshincz
o

WINDOW
|

Fashions =& TIH
PERSONALIZED g ] '
WINDOW TREATMENTS Everything from design to install.
e Shutters & Blinds We guarantee a professional job every
 Woven Woods & Shades time! In-Home consultations.

e Cornices & Drapes

® Valances & Toppers
 Re-upholstery & Pillows

© Bedspreads & much more!

SunshineWindowFashion.com

239-699-2212

SunshineWindowFashion@msn.com

DIVERSIFIED

YACHT SERVICES

SERVICES INCLUDE;
® Quthoard Service Center
® Factory Trained Technicians

B Services, repowers, diagnostics,
electronics installation

® Accessory installation
i.e. power pole and trolling motor

m Al major OEM parts for gas
and diesel engines

TUNASKI

TUNASKIN |

I

I'I

LIVE A CRAZY GOO0OD DAY.

1300 ESTERO BLVD | FORT MYERS BEACH

OPEN DAILY 9:30AM - 8PM

SHOP LOCAL OR ONLINE AT TUNASKIN.CO

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
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IYERS'BEACH.
CONDOS 11-27-2023 to 12-28-2023
Sub/Condo

——TOPRECENT-SALES FOR-FORT MYE

—n ' _
wesms  SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 11-27-2023 to 12-28-2023

Address

Beds/Baths Sq. Ft. Sold Price Address Sq. Ft.  Sold Price

5630 WILLIAMS DR 3 Bed/2 2,057

$1,599,000 GRANDVIEW AT BAY BEACH #701 3+Den/3(1) 2,923 $2,879,000

22 PALMVIEW BLVD 3 Bed/2 1,755 $1,025,000 SURF SONG CONDO #3E 3 Bed/2(0) 1,410 $1,050,000

306 SEMINOLE WAY 2 Bed/2 1,304 $775,000 ESTERO BAYSIDE #402 3 Bed/3(0) 2,100 $925,000
114 TROPICAL SHORE WAY 3 Bed/2 1,463 $754,900 WATERSIDE AT BAY BEACH #182 2 Bed/2(0) 1,445 $685,000
160 WASHINGTON AVE 3 Bed/1.5 1,186 $475,000

VACANT LOT 11-27-2023 to 12-28-2023

Lot Left Acres Sold Price CRECIENTE #816 2 Bed/2 1,545 $550,000

THE PALMS OF BAY BEACH #5C 2 Bed/2(0) 1,142 $575,000

OCEAN HARBOR CONDO #105 2 Bed/2 1,430 $561,250

Address Lot Frontage

470 MADISON CT

0.232 $1,750,000 ESTERO BEACH AND TENNIS CLUB #PH5 1Bed/1 517 $500,000

231 ALBATROSS ST 60 106 0.14 $687,500 CASA MARINA #352 2 Bed/2 1,164 $480,000
SEAHORSE LN 78 112 0.203 $645,000 THE PALMS OF BAY BEACH #E4 2 Bed/2 1,142 $475,000
5583 ESTERO BLVD 45 125 0.129 $630,000 LOVERS KEY BEACH CLUB AND RESORT #1002 1 Bed/1 586 $450,000
125 MANGO ST 50 109 0.126 $610,000 HIBISCUS POINTE #132 2 Bed/2 997 $430,000
100/102 ANDRE MAR DR 80 120 0.25 $605,000 HIBISCUS POINTE #123 2 Bed/2 1,060 $425,000
224 FAIRWEATHER LN 47 90 0.102 $500,000 FAIRVIEW ISLES CONDO #225 2 Bed/2 884 $425,000
5615 LEWIS ST 150 50 0.115 $497,500 ESTERO BEACH AND TENNIS CLUB #107 1Bed/1 517 $420,000

29 DOUBLOON WAY 43 94 0.082 $175,000 SANTA MARIA 1l #210 1Bed/1.5 737 $375,000

Based on information from the Florida Gulf Coast MLS, Inc. for the period 11-27-23 to 12-28-23 for FB0O1-FBO7  Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the
listings of any one agent or agency but the entire real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is seperate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

\{
%P

&%
W& \VE THE GULF COAST DREAM!

In today’s Real Estate, it takes more than
just searching for a home on the internet....
Allow our extensive network of connections,
strong marketing skills and knowledge of the
area to sell or find your perfect home.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 57 YEARS

Today’s friends... Tomorrow’s neighbors... It’s time to experience the Lahaina difference.

l . La hall'la 6035 Estero Blvd,, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

ERA_ : Realty 239463.0000 | salesefmbsun.com | www.ERA.com -

REAL ESTATE = A A
B e _ =2

— ik
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PROUD SPONSOR OF FORT MYERS BEACH LIVING!

For the best selection, service and value...Its Gotta Be GAVIN's

YOUR COMPLETE PROJECT PLACE ;;a’;%

JOHN

G 4 Family Owned | F
=5 &o0 erated -
» avin's 4 et WEER\ U
'\

16025 SAN CARLOS BLVD. * FORT MYERS 239-466 7777 290 NICHOLAS PKWY.NW - CAPE CORAL . 239-945-6223
g ) = : DISCOVER A TOOLBOX FULL OF

e L AR
@u@ﬂme 39

EL@EDQEMEEIE 3
_ -* R ! ~  MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!

—

GET
YOURS 0
TODAY! =yt Jieays

SAVINGS!
SIDE 2

Sample Purchase
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KENSiNGTCJN

ST o+ PEARJER

WRAP UP YOUR KNIVES . . HOME OF ROCK STAR SERVICE

1 1
LI Gavin's 4o | Gavin's \CE & ROCK STAR BRANDS
Gavinls ‘wE It's Gotta Be Gavin's It's Gotta Be Gavin's Fam’ly owned & OPerated Since 1987!

COMPUTERIZED $ 2 5 $l 3 ﬁ u
OFF avin's 4
Restore Kofves back t 0 F F ORDER ONLINE [0S,

factory edge & polished ANY PURCHASE OF ANY PURCHASE OF &PICK UP IN STORE ITS EASY T
to perfection! $-|°° OR MORE $5° OR MORE Choose Gavin's Ace Fort Myers or Cape, pay |.*' 41

online and follow pick up instructions.
Not Valid On Weber, Traeger Or Big Not Valid On Weber, Traeger Or Big

=]
; ACEHARDWARE.COM D - tl
Green Egg Grills. $25 Off On Purchase Green Egg Grills. $13 Off On Purchase Of -

(P

/7:

Of Regularly Priced Items Of $100 Or ze?';lagv Zrice: Itedm‘; ?r: ‘s;z oro h:l'ure
More. Not To Be Combined With Other ot To Be Combined Wi er Offers. FORT MYERS CAPE CORAL
16025 San Carlos Blvd. 290 Nicholas Pkwy. NW

Offers. Valid at either Valid At Either Location.
.y Valid at either
ﬂ § Gavm $ Ace Location. Gavin's Ace Location.
239-466-7777 239-945-6223
5 BEST OF MULTI YEAR WINNER!

Valid with FMB LIVING coupon only.
& Valid with FMB LIVING coupon only.
EL‘ i | K * e,
2 %, 4]
=sh 1% 2, )
E- "'S arp A A N2 NEWSPRESS * OBSERVER * BREEZE « JD POWER
THE E¥OLUTIEN OF BHARP — 3 Ay

\

/ r———————————:{_ﬂl/wv

gavinsacehardware.com

Fort Myers Beach LIVING




FORTMYERS BEACH
- STRONGER \/.ww‘g

v

A Marina that fits all your needs!

MOSS MAR I NA - Conveniently located in the heart of downtown Fort

Myers Beach, surrounded by the rich history of Estero
FORT MYERS BEACH Island & some of the world’s best waterways.

- Walking distance to the beach, shopping & the
famous Times Square.

- Local restaurants & bars a stroll away, with The Rude
Shrimp Co. located here on site.

“It's a lifestyle, Stay awhile!

[ Manitou Sales Dealer [ Dry Storage

[ Mercury, Suzuki & Minnkota  {, Service Department
Sales & Service 1, Fuel Docks

1 Wet Slips
%’ MERCURY MINN KOTA

(RIS | THE RUDE SHRIMP CO.
- Bar & Restaurant -
Wednesdays 9am-1pm HAWAIAN FUSION GRINDZ
The only market in SWFL where boaters MADE FRESH DAILY

can boat to and freshly-caught fish are
tossed off the boat for purchase!

"j 1 Check our website for local
| activities held at Moss Marina
www.MossMarina.com

ﬁTfle Beast:

450 Harbor Court, FMB
26°27'23."N, 81°57'20."W
(239) 765-6677
Open daily 8:00 am - 5:00 pm




