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OUR FEATURED LISTINGS

111 COCONUT DR 111 COCONUT DR 

4109 ESTERO BLVD4109 ESTERO BLVD

4151 ESTRO BLVD4151 ESTRO BLVD

96 HERCULES DR96 HERCULES DR

#1 AGENT - 6YRS -
$400 MILLION SOLD

EST.COMPLETION DATE: 2024EST.COMPLETION DATE: 2024
260 FLAMINGO ST260 FLAMINGO ST

7532 LAKE VALENCIA CT7532 LAKE VALENCIA CT

11 SUNVIEW BLVD11 SUNVIEW BLVD

716 ESTERO BLVD716 ESTERO BLVD

$1,695,000

$999,000

$849,000

$850,000

$899,000

$2,899,000

$1,249,000

$1,599,000

OUR BUILDABLE LOTS
123 HERCULES DR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $569,000
7930 BUCCANEER DR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $574,900
171 EGRET ST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $695,000
17901 REBECCA AVE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $699,000
127 CONNECTICUT ST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $799,900
720 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $899,900
2141 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $973,000
61 FLAMINGO ST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,299,000
2101 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,299,000
22491 BUCCANEER LAGOON ST . $1,375,000
4431 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,375,000
5246 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,590,000
1750 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,995,000
711 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,999,000
2171 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,299,000
8010 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,449,000
679 MATANZAS CT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,955,000

OUR COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
17721 SAN CARLOS BLVD  .  .  .  .  . $999,949
2610 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,500,000

LISTINGS
261 OSTEGO DR
151 MID ISLAND DR
427 LAZY WAY
210 CURLEW ST
4137 BAY BEACH LN #5H4
193 HIBISCUS DR 
140 BAHIA VIA

BUYER 
151 MID ISLAND DR
948 SAN CARLOS DR
261 OSTEGO DR
948 SAN CARLOS
4137 BAY BEACH LN #5H4
7041 GILL CIR

2621-2623 ESTERO BLVD
616 ESTERO BLVD
3401 E 3RD ST
14195 BRISK
11103 TAMIAMI
6058 COCOS CIR

FOR MORE INFO ON ALL 
OF OUR LISTINGS!! FMB CHAMBER

AFTER HOURS 2/15/24

BAYSIDE CONCERT
SERIES SUNDAYS

LOVERS KEY -
BEAUTY & BEACH
GALA

2/24/24

PTO CORNHOLE 2/24/24

DINKY PICKLEBALL 3/16/24

MOUND HOUSE 3/22/24

CASINO NIGHT 4/13/24

ROCK THE ARCHES
MUSIC FESTIVAL APRIL 6-7

FOR MORE INFO ONFOR MORE INFO ON
ALL OF OURALL OF OUR

LISTINGS!LISTINGS!

 EVENTS WE ARE SPONSORING
HIGH SEASON WINTER 

SPRING 2024

BAYSIDE
CONCERT SERIES SUNDAYS

DINKY
PICKLEBALL 3/16/24

MOUND HOUSE 3/22/24

CASINO NIGHT 4/13/24

ROCK THE
ARCHES MUSIC
FESTIVAL

APRIL 6-7

 EVENTS WE HAVE SPONSORED!
HIGH SEASON WINTER 

SPRING 2024

$484,000
134 SPANISH MAIN

$998,000
121 ANDRE MAR DR 

$899,000
223 FAIRWEATHER LN

$929,000
2532 ESTERO BLVD #508

$750,000
7700 ESTERO BLVD #403

$1,049,000
11691 ISLE OF PALM DR

$839000
4192 BAY BEACH LN #835

$1,099,900
5441-5451 OAK RIDGE AVE

$499,900
6500 ESTERO BLVD #H300

$1,049,000
8003 BUCCANEER DR

$799,000
7390 ESTERO BLVD #503

$1,099,000
424 PALERMO CIR

$839,500
6620 ESTERO BLVD #1103

$850,000
3570 SHELL MOUND BLVD

$1,099,999
206 CONNECTICUT ST

$2,149,000
104 WASHINGTON AVE

$1,999,999
265 MANGO ST

$1,349,000
270 DUNDEE RD

$2,299,000
351 JEFFERSON CT

$1,750,000
290 SEMINOLE WAY

$2,929,000
100 ANCHORAGE ST

$1,299,000
21581 INDIAN BAYOU DR 

$2,150,000
5511 AVENIDA PESCADORA

$1,600,000
260 CURLEW ST

$2,589,000
175 BAHIA VIA 

$1,799,000
143 GULF ISLAND DR

Assemblage: 4 Parcels 

OUR RESIDENTIAL LISTINGS

SOLD LISTINGS
17660 HERON LN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $249,000
25191 GOLF LAKE CIR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $459,888
6665 ESTERO BLVD #121 .  .  .  .  .  . $480,000
6897 ESTERO BLVD #146 .  .  .  .  .  . $510,000
5551 ESTERO   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $750,000
180 CURLEW ST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $852,500
157/159 CONNECTICUT  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,025,000
6060 GULF RD   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,150,000
757 SAN CARLOS DR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,174,000

SOLD BUYER 
11391 AZALEA   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $170,000
25135 ALCAZAR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $369,999
2334 BAINMAR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $395,000
9640 ROSEWOOD POINTE TERR 3205  .  .  .
$420,000
110 MID ISLAND .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $513,500
107 ALBATROSS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $650,000
6662 ESTERO #509B   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $660,000
5551 ESTERO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $750,000
3321 ESTERO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $750,000
4192 BAY BEACH LN #882  .  .  .  .  . $925,000
1304 LYNWOOD AVE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $975,000

2024 CLOSED SALES 

2024 
PENDING 
CLOSINGS

YOU GOT QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS!
CALL US NOW! 239-323-7221

C U R R E N T L U X E R E A L T Y . C OM



SUDOKU RULES:
Each row must contain the digits 1-9.
Each column must contain the digits 1-9.
Each box must contain the digits 1-9.

SUDOKU
- By Gary Mooney -
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PUBLISHER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sandy Sandness
 239-222-0129 • ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

CONTENT COORDINATOR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Mooney
 239-898-7905 • gmooney@bestversionmedia.com

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER  . . . . . . . . Sandy Sandness

DESIGNER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Kelly

For Sponsorship Information 
CONTACT l Sandy Sandness 
Email l ssandness@bestversionmedia.com 
Phone l 239-222-0129

FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear 
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month, 
6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoughts, ideas and 
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submissions 
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a 
maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right 
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
Emergency: 911

Lee County Sheriff’s Office: 239-477-1000

FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200

FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202

FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162

Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275

Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356

FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914

Trash Collection: 239-334-1224

Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111

Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277

FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of 
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible 
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of 
materials generated or composed through artificial intelligence (AI). All content 
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2024 Best 
Version Media. All rights reserved. 

A Best Version Media Magazine
An independently owned community magazine.

239.333.4386 
YucatanBeachStand.com 

250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Enjoy Food & Drink 
Full Menu Available

Open Daily 11am • LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm
at our Patio or Swing Bar



Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous 
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium, 
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a 
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions 
including but not limited to: inflammation, acute sinusitis, 
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory 
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies. 
Studies show it can aid in detoxification, increases energy 
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover. 

Schedule your drip today! 

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100

Ft. Myers, FL 33916 
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 

Prompt appointments available for urgent care. 

Ronald Gardner, MDl ABOS 
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries 
and Sports Medicine 

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS 
Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma 
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction 

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS 
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery 

Aileen Padilla, DO 
Specializing in Physical Medicine  
and Rehabiliation 

Are you struggling with the middle age blues? 

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not 
meeting the expected potential of the “younger” 
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or 
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see 
fine wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

•  Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
•  Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement
• Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing
• B-12 Injection Packages
• I.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions
• OBAGI Skincare Products • Blue Peel Packages
• Botox • Xeomin • Belotero • Radiesse •Volbella
• Voluma • Juvederm • Kybella 

Give us a call today to discuss how we  
can help you be the best you! 
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C 

Restorative &  
Anti-Aging Clinic

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS 
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip, 
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint 
Replacement, and Sports 
Medicine 

NOW OFFERING!

The Myers’ Cocktail 
IV Nutrition Therapy

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing 
patients with all medical options in a caring 
office environment, offering regenerative 
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine, 
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services. 

So you can get back to doing the things you love!

Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?PAIN
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There’s always something new here!
You’ll find just what you need to brighten 

your home or add a little flair outside.

OVER 1 ACRE OF POTTERY & ART OUT BACK!

• Large Glazed 
Planters

• Talavera Mexican 
Pottery

• Metal Wall Art

17980 San Carlos Blvd • Fort Myers Beach • 239-437-4211
1.5 miles before the bridge • Open every day 10am-6pm • www.fortmyersbeachpottery.com

• Local Original Art
• Chainsaw Wood 

Carvings
• Marble Sculptures 

• Souvenirs, Gifts, Jewelry,  
Hats, Bags, Beachwear

• And Much MORE!

Ft. Myers Beach
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Letter to Residents

Hello Friends & Neighbors!
We made it through another season! Well done! Certainly 

felt much different than before but it is the wave of the future. 
Many notable changes but one of my favorites was how people 
enjoyed the beach all along the island. While daydreaming the 
time away in traffic, the Gulf is still a beautiful blue matching 
the sky, while the many many colorful beach umbrellas always 
just makes me feel happy; how I wish I was there and not in 
my car!!

 This month’s Cover Feature is someone whose love for the 
area and its marine life influenced me on my first visit to FMB 
in January of 2009. I read in the late great “Island Sand Paper” 
about this Marine Science Center just over and under the 
Matanzas Pass Bridge with a funny name. This farm girl from 
Missouri was very intrigued with all things Gulf and Back Bay 
and WOW did I learn a lot at the Ostego Bay Foundation 
Marine Science Center as well as meeting Joanne Semmer for 
the first time! It’s been one of my go to places to take family 
and friends when they visit and then of course pick up some 
Pink Shrimp to take home!!!

Sadly like everything else the OBFMSC ~ Ostego Bay 
Foundation Marine Science Center was left in ruins but 
they fortunately salvaged and safely stored some items that 
will now be put back on display at their new location in the 
annex cottage next to the Estero Island Historical Society’s 
building at the entrance to Matanzas Pass Preserve. I foresee 
many good things with this new location: Two significant 

educational groups on the history & life of FMB in one place, 
at the entrance to Matanzas Pass Preserve, right behind the 
Beach Elementary School and the FMB Public Library! 

If anyone wants to learn about or be a part of the Ostego 
Bay Foundation Marine Science Center, please reach out to me 
at ssandness@bestversionmedia.com. The marine life that we 
share space with is another important part of our foundation 
so we must preserve this history and make it available in 
modern ways for all to learn and enjoy!

 As always, please support our advertisers, because without 
them, we could not deliver Fort Myers Beach LIVING to 
you free of charge. When you do visit them, please let them 
know you saw their ad in our magazine so we can continue 
to provide you with this original entertainment each month!

Publisher

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
239-222-0129
ssandness@bestversionmedia.com
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“I am originally from Daytona Beach,” 
says longtime island icon Joanne 
Semmer. “I was born in 1951 so I am 
72-years-young; not everyone may 
want you to know how old they are but I 
worked hard to attain this age! My Dad 
was a civil engineer who traveled all 
over the state and he eventually made 
home bases in St. Petersburg then Or-
lando before we came to Southwest 
Florida in 1964. I am the fourth of five 
siblings, with Carlene Brennan who is 
an acclaimed author being the old-
est. Our only brother, Bill, who every-
one knew from his business ventures 
like Semmer Electric and Bonita Bill’s 
Waterfront Café, was next but he sadly 
passed away in early 2023. Our sister 
Lorraine unfortunately passed on as 
well as few years ago, with Betty Sem-
mer being the youngest.”

As for Joanne’s own family, she is the 
mother of three: Matthew Gray who 
everyone calls Matt, former FMB May-

or Tracey Gore, and Pamala Yates, 
with six grandkids – from the oldest 
to youngest – Adam Rosemond, bet-
ter known as Joey, along with Jordon 
Gray, Lexi Gore, Brandon Yates, Ash-
ley Yates and Carley Yates.

Joanne has the distinct memory of 
her family relocating here. “Dad built 
this huge community in Orlando and 
we had the biggest house, but Mom 
grew tired of his constant traveling 
so one day they told us they sold the 
house and we were moving into a mo-
bile home on San Carlos Island (SCI); 
when we first saw it, it was no bigger 
than the Florida Room in our old home 
but I immediately fell in love with the 
area. Mom and Dad ended up staying 
in that mobile home until they died.”

As her kids grew up, Joanne lived on 
FMB on Hibiscus Drive for 17 years, 
then she relocated back to SCI. “From 
the first time I saw SCI through today, 

I love it! Once I took a big vacation to 
North Carolina, but all I wanted to do 
was to come home!”

Truly A Miracle
Like everyone on the islands, Ian 
struck Joanne’s home with a fury. “For-
tunately, I stayed at Bill’s house, on 
the top floor of Semmer Electric, so 
we were 15 feet high and avoided the 
12-foot storm surge. As for my house, 
its foundation is old Florida pine so the 
structure held up fine, as the older that 
tar Pine is, the harder it becomes, but 
the flooding caused me to replace the 
dry wall, laminate flooring and all the 
furniture and appliances. When we 
were clearing everything out, two local 
fishermen helped me and one came 
out with a perfectly-dry cardboard box 
containing my ancient 1890s Bible and 
that was truly a miracle – we all asked, 
‘how could this happen?’”

Soon after Ian, friends rushed to help. 

A TRUE PIONEER!

“From the first time I saw 
San Carlos Island through 
today, I love it!” 

Joanne Semmer Loves San Carlos Island
- By Gary Mooney -

Resident Feature
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“My friend Mike Calow was an engi-
neer for Disney and he came with a 
truck, RV and all kinds of equipment, 
staying for ten days. Mike, my family 
and a group of local fishermen gut-
ted the house. While this work crew 
was here, my friends from Erickson & 
Jensen Seafood, who lost everything, 
cooked us delicious hot meals!”

Before she could remodel her home, 
cancer struck her beloved brother Bill. 
“He was my first priority but cancer took 
him quick, in January 2023. Before he 
passed, however, he took care of all my 
home’s electricity, with everything done 
by the book. I hooked up a washer and 
dryer that I made available to my neigh-
bors and that was a great convenience, 

especially to one with a small son. I fi-
nally moved home in April of 2023.”

Joanne’s neighborhood is now firmly 
back in place. “There are people again 
in every house. After Ian, when neigh-
bors first saw one-another, there were 
hugs all around, and then we immedi-
ately helped each other out. Then came 
the strangers: I had two refrigerators 
no one could move because they were 
wet and heavy and this church group 
from Kentucky said ‘no problem!’ While 
some prayed with me on the porch, the 
guys got the refrigerators upright. An-
other Midwestern church group passed 
out water. I cut my hand badly and my 
doctor, Beth Ulman, who lost her prac-
tice saw me, cleaned it out and took me 

for a tetanus shot – that is a real doctor! 
There was so much goodwill and a real 
outpouring of love, with people just be-
ing kind to each other; someone should 
write a book about all the miracles that 
occurred on FMB and SCI following 
Ian!”

What Community is All About
Joanne and the Semmer Family are 
well-known for their island generosity. 
“We hosted the FMB fireworks shows 
for 23 years,” she explains. “We sup-
port the FMB Little League, host the 
Kids Fishing Derby at Bonita Bill’s, 
and are big supporters of the annual 
Shrimp Festival with the FMB Lions 
Club. Tracey was FMB Mayor while 
Pamala was the Orange County PTA 

continued on page 13

Joanne with her two daughters, Pammy & Tracey!Daughter Tracey is a former FMB Mayor & Councilmember!

“Our parents taught us to give back, as that is what community is all about.” Here, Joanne is instructing a Beach Elementary School class.

Resident Feature
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Fort Myers Beach is fortunate to have several island organizations 
that serve our community, like the FMB Community Foundation, 
FMB Woman’s Club and The Alex King Foundation, as well as more 
“Friends” groups than you can shake a palm frond at, but only one 
devotes itself solely to our children – the Beach Kids Foundation!

The BKF traces its inception to May 1985, when John Albion, 
Fran Myers and her late husband Tom, and Roxy Smith found-
ed the FMB Chamber Foundation. In November 2014, John and 
Fran transitioned it into the Beach Kids Foundation, with its sole 
focus to provide financial assistance for qualifying FMB children 
and students through scholarships, educational supplies and re-
lated needs. The moniker “Beach Kids Foundation” came about 
from the long-standing tradition of all island children, no matter 
how many years or decades since the days of their youth, always 
calling themselves “Beach Kids!” “The BKF has no Executive Di-
rector, with unpaid officers and Board members,” explains Deb-
orah Groll, BKF Board Vice President, “so 100% of every dollar 
goes back to the Beach Kids. Our mantra is simple – it is all about 
the Beach Kids!”

BKF Scholarships
From now through June, the BKF is accepting applications for its 
annual Scholarships Award program, allocating a scholarship to 
each recipient so they can start or continue their education at var-
ious universities, trade schools and even graduate degrees and 
medical schools. “All a student must do to qualify is to either live on 
FMB with an immediate family member or have a parent or grand-
parent live on FMB or work at an island business,” says Deborah.

The BKF offers scholarships to trade schools, “as a traditional col-
lege education is not for everyone,” Deborah explains, “as para-
medics, firefighters, hairstylists and like-minded occupations are 
essential. We can allocate scholarships each academic year as 
long as you remain a student in good standing; we have one BKF 
Scholarship recipient for ten straight years, from undergraduate 
through dental school!”

Deborah stresses the importance of the FMB community know-
ing about the BKF scholarships. “Up to a few years ago, before 
COVID then Ian, we set a new record for awards almost every 
year, reaching the mid-twenties in recipients, but last year we pro-
vided just 11 so we want to increase that number again. With the 
Beach Elementary School (BES) reopened, more residents com-
ing onto the island and more of our essential bartenders, waiters, 
waitresses and support staff returning, they need to know that their 
children are eligible. This not only benefits island children, families 

and workers, but will help increase the BES enrollment to ensure 
that we retain this invaluable community resource.”

She hopes that a BKF Scholarship tradition returns in 2024. “We 
held the annual Scholarship Awards Banquet at the Lani Kai Island 
Resort until three years ago, with the onset of COVID then Ian. In 
the intervening years, we deposited the scholarships directly into 
the students’ university accounts. This year, however, we are in 
discussions with Bonita Bill’s Waterfront Café to host the Awards 
Banquet so we can make the presentations in person, allowing 
families to share in their achievement. We strongly encourage all 
eligible students to fill out an application soon; you can obtain one 
through the BKF Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Beach-
KidsFoundation or email me directly at summerinoh@aol.com.”

Holidays & Coconuts!
In addition to its scholarships program, the BKF traditionally 
hosts the “Spirit of the Holidays” gala each December to en-
sure that all FMB kids enjoy a Merry Christmas complete with 
gifts; presents the “Golden Coconut” Award to the BES Teach-
er of the Year; originated the “Spirit of The Holidays Pancake 
Breakfast,” helps stocks “Renee’s Closet” created by beloved 
Ms. Renee, the recently-retired BES secretary who filled it with 
school supplies and comfort teddy bears; and several other ac-
tivities to benefit the FMB community.

“The BKF purchased all new desks for the BES five years ago and 
new books and computers for the kids over the years,” continues 
Deborah. “When we learn of a family in need, we purchase things 
like bunk beds and mattresses. Once the BES informed us that 

“IT’S ALL ABOUT THE BEACH KIDS!”

Charity Spotlight

The 2023 Christmas Dream Team making wishes come true!

Beach Kids Foundation  
Remains Vibrant After Ian

- By Gary Mooney -



Fort Myers Beach LIVING 9

someone stole a student’s bicycle that was their sole transporta-
tion to and from school so we replaced it the next day! Our teach-
ers dip into their own pockets for supplies, so we often provide 
them with gift cards. We stay in constant contact with the BES as 
the benefit of our kids is our sole focus!”

Unfortunately, COVID and Ian changed the way the BKF functions, 
like everything else on FMB. “We did not host our ‘Spirit of the Holi-
days’ gala for the past three years,” relates Deborah. “The ‘Spirit of 
the Holidays’ Pancake Breakfast was formerly at the Red Coconut 
RV Park clubhouse but Ian washed that location away. We former-
ly delivered the children’s Christmas presents to the kids’ homes 
with FMB firetrucks but now families come to a central location to 
pick those up. While we miss those traditions, we continue to fulfill 
the missions of those programs and events.”

Join Our Noble Cause!
The BKF finds new ways to successfully raise funds to achieve its 
goals, Deborah reports. “Last September, the Beach Pub hosted a 
hugely successful Cornhole Tournament for us. At the FMB Wom-
an’s Club’s annual ‘Christmas Tree Auction,’ we provided one of 
the trees. We now have our Board meetings at the Century 21 office 
and the Liki Tiki on San Carlos Boulevard is an outstanding partner 

that hosts events like our ‘Back to School’ backpack, lunch boxes 
and supplies event. We do more advertising, outreach and email-
ing for donations than ever before and are grateful that so many 
wonderful people continue to send us so many checks. COVID 
and Ian forced us to change the way we do business but some-
times you discover that change is for the best.”

Deborah began volunteering with the BKF about a dozen years 
ago. “Both my daughters are BES graduates and I was active 
in the Parent-Teacher Organization and attended BKF events 
like the annual Christmas Present Wrapping Party when Fran 
Myers suggested I increase my involvement so I became a 
Board member nine years ago. We have eleven Board mem-
bers and you would think that would change fairly often but we 
all become so passionate about the BKF that we rarely have 
an open Board seat!”

What is evolving however is that the BKF is in the initial stages of 
implementing a Membership Program! “The BKF has been a rela-
tively passive over the decades, but we recently decided that we 
must get with the times and recruit members, so to join our team, 
see our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/BeachKidsFoun-
dation. Once you become part of the BKF, you will quickly discov-
er what I did – that it is so fulfilling to help our Beach Kids. FMB 
is such an outstanding community and our kids are our future, so 
please join our noble cause!” n

Fran & Bridgette Myers at a “Christmas Present Wrapping Party!”

Charity Spotlight

PERSONALIZED 
WINDOW TREATMENTS 
• Shutters & Blinds
• Woven Woods & Shades
• Cornices & Drapes
• Valances & Toppers
• Re-upholstery & Pillows
• Bedspreads & much more!

SunshineWindowFashion.com 
239-699-2212 

SunshineWindowFashion@msn.com

Everything from design to install.

We guarantee a professional job every 
time! In-Home consultations.
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DAILY SPECIALS • FULL BAR
BEST FOOD AND SERVICE IN TOWN!

Host your next meeting/gathering  
in our private dining space  

for up to 60 people. OPEN DAILY 6:30am - 8pm
Carry Out Available

BREAKFAST ALL DAY • LUNCH • DINNER

11370 Summerlin Square Drive, Fort Myers Beach Next to Wal-mart  
(239) 689-4636 • SummerlinCafe.com

Recipe

• ¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil
• Juice of ½ tangelo
• Juice of ½ lemon
• 2 tbsp honey mustard
• 2 tbsp honey
• 1 tsp grated tangelo zest
• 1 tsp grated lemon zest
• ½ tsp salt
• ½ tsp pepper
• Combine all ingredients & mix well

•  16 large shrimp peeled & 
deveined, and remove tails

•  2 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
•  1 tbsp spicy steak seasoning
•  1 package baby spinach
•  ½ cup thinly sliced red onion
•  Sections of 1 tangelo
•  ¼ cup almonds, sliced and 

toasted basil

Place the shrimp in a large bowl. Drizzle with 
the olive oil and sprinkle with the seasoning; 
toss to mix well and let stand for several 
minutes. Combine the spinach, onion, tangelo 
sections and almonds in a salad bowl. Heat a 
large sauté pan over medium-high heat and 
add the shrimp. Sauté for 3 to 5 minutes or until 
opaque and cooked through. Add to the salad. 
Drizzle with the dressing and toss to coat well.

Serves about 12

This delicious recipe and many more 
are in the Fort Myers Beach Community 
Foundation’s cookbook, A Taste of Paradise: 
Favorite Flavors of Fort Myers Beach 
that is available for purchase at www.
fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

INGREDIENTS
HONEY CITRUS DRESSING

INGREDIENTS
SPICY SHRIMP AND TANGELO 

INSTRUCTIONS

by Nancy Bouchard

For other delicious shrimp recipes 
check out the Fort Myers Beach Com-
munity Foundation’s cookbook, A Taste 
of Paradise: Favorite Flavors of Fort My-
ers Beach that 
is available for 
purchase at  
www.fmbcom-
munityfounda-
tion.com.

A great gift 
that supports 
the community 
of Fort Myers 
Beach!
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When you live on an island like we do, excellent water quality is EV-
ERYTHING – it is our health, economy, ecology, environment, and live-
lihood. Anyone who lived, worked or owned a business on FMB in the 
Summer of 2018 will never forget the water quality crisis brought on by 
the twin blue-green algae and Red Tide issues, made worse by Lake 
Okeechobee releases sent down the Caloosahatchee River into the 
Estero Bay and Gulf of Mexico.

To learn more about the current quality of FMB water, Florida Gulf 
Coast University (FGCU) in conjunction with the FMB Chamber of 
Commerce and the historic Mound House is working to relaunch the 
“What’s in The Water” program that previously ran from 2019 to 2020. 
This program will examine non-point source nutrient pollution, primar-
ily for nitrogen and phosphorus, that originates on the island. FGCU 

Chamber Chatter!
What’s In The Water

researchers are leading a group of FMB citizen-scien-
tist volunteers who, on Earth Day, collected two water 
samples at 46 different FMB locations, all at the same 
time, testing for CDOM, turbidity, chlorophyll, and sa-
linity. Since everybody collected their samples at once, 
this is providing an island-wide real-time snapshot of 
FMB water quality.

The “What’s in The Water” Project is paying particular 
attention to nutrients that contributed to the Red Tide 
and harmful algae blooms that led to the Summer 2018 
water quality crisis. Volunteers collected their two wa-
ter quality samples at low tide during dry season, then 
took their samples to the Mound House, where FGCU 
researchers immediately tested one for CDOM, turbidi-
ty, chlorophyll, and salinity and recorded the data. They 
froze the other sample and sent it to their FGCU lab-
oratory where they tested for orthophosphate, nitrate/
nitrite, and ammonium analysis. Volunteers and FGCU 
will repeat this exercise from the same 46 island lo-
cations this Fall, during the wet season, then again in 
2025, building upon the initial Spring baseline results.

As “What’s in The Water” continues, FGCU will ana-
lyze the results to identify the highest nutrient level “hot 
spots” and make recommendations to lower non-point 

Community Feature

Our office and showroom is conveniently minutes off the beach located at  
10950 Old South Way, just off Summerlin and Pine Ridge Road.   

Please schedule a meeting by calling our office at (239) 355-5605.

Bayside Building has committed to donate a portion of each job’s proceeds to FMBStrong as 
our way of assisting in post-storm humanitarian relief as long as it’s needed in our area. 

We are local design-builders with a unique approach to 
homebuilding that has a flare of recreation and entertainment 
to maximize the true Beach experience for you and your guests.

We also offer a line of proprietary designs that are  
ready to be submitted for permitting.   

Nobody can beat our efficiency and pricing!

Scott Allan Local Developer & Custom Home Builder   
Brant Kotel General Contractor — Master Carpenter CBC1263363  

(239) 355-5605 • BaysideBuildingFL.com

continued on page 12
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Community Feature

source nutrient pollution, such as reducing or eliminating fer-
tilizer or planting native groundcover and plants. These “hot 
spots” will require additional testing to determine if there is any 
nutrient level reduction, to better determine long-range answers 
and solutions. Depending on where we find these ‘hot spots,’ 
we will consult business owners, condominium associations, 
private property owners, and the Town of Fort Myers Beach to 
develop an appropriate plan of action.

The FMB Chamber of Commerce’s Water Foundation, in con-
junction with FGCU, will fund “What’s in The Water” through its 
ROSE Grant program. The Chamber’s Water Foundation’s ROSE 
Grant program awards projects that concentrate on the water 
on and around Estero Island and will cover the expense for this 
two-year wet and dry seasons timeframe. As Lake Okeechobee 
releases periodically continue down the Caloosahatchee River 
to FMB, it is more important than ever that we learn what type of 
wet season water runoff our island produces, especially since 
we lost so much natural vegetation to Hurricane Ian from the 
initial study.

It is essential that we know our current water quality situation 
and what we can do to improve it because, as we all know, 
Water is EVERYTHING!

Ask Them to Return Again Soon
Now that we are in May, a wonderfully busy tourism season is 
winding down. We are so grateful that we posted such strong 
numbers so soon after Ian, especially when you consider how 
many FMB hotel rooms and condominiums have yet to reopen. 
Now is a nice time for island residents, business owners and em-
ployees to slow down a bit and get our feet back underneath us! 
We are so grateful to all the tourists, locals and Southwest Florid-
ians who visited us and spent their hard-earned dollars on FMB. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts and cash registers! 
As we continue to serve our island visitors throughout the year, 
please thank our guests for their continued support and ask them 
to return again soon, to check on our progress. Their continued 
patronage will keep our island business community humming!

Remember that the FMB Chamber Office is open on the 3rd floor 
of 100 Lovers Lane, Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. In 
addition to our Lovers Lane location, the Chamber operates our 
Times Square visitor information satellite office from our cute-as-
a-button mobile trailer, “The Roxie!” We always need volunteers 
to man “Roxie,” so sign up for a shift at “Volunteer at Roxie!”

Roxie’s “Power Hour” is each Friday from 9 to 10 a.m.! This 
is the perfect networking opportunity to stop by and interact 
with businesses, residents and guests while enjoying compli-
mentary coffee and light refreshments. All community members 
are welcome at “Power Hour,” to mix, mingle and learn what 
the FMB Chamber can do to assist you and/or your company. 
Remember that “Roxie” hours are Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; Wednesdays and Thursdays from Noon to sunset; Fridays 
including “Power Hour” from 9 a.m. to sunset and Weekends 11 
a.m. to sunset.

On behalf of our 400-plus FMB Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers, please honor our military members on Memorial Day and 
remember . . . “Island Life; It’s Our Business!” n

Jacki Liszak, President  
Fort Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce!

continued from page 11

We’ve weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.

Until then, we are here to service you from our
Gladiolus office below

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 33908 • wwww.trustrti.com

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997!

HOME • FLOOD • AUTO • CONDO • BOAT

Wendy Matura 
wendy@trustrti.com 

D (239)314-1307 
O (239)463-5200

•  Explore a 2,000-year-old Calusa Shell 
Mound with three acres of native 
gardens! 

•  View ancient, Calusa-made objects that 
have been discovered by Archaeologists 

• Take a hands-on archaeology tour 

•  Guided Kayak Eco-Tours — Public Kayak 
Launch 

•  Observation/Fishing Pier 

Become a Mound House Member!

451 Connecticut St,  Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931  
(239) 765-0865 • Dig Deeper at MoundHouse.org

Museum open Wednesday to 
Saturday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Closed Sunday to Tuesday
Grounds are open daily from 

7:30am to 6:30pm 
 Parking & Grounds are Free  

Museum admission $15 per adult

A picture-perfect setting for Weddings,Receptions, 
Anniversaries Meetings, Luncheons, and Holiday Parties
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Volunteer of the Year. My Dad helped build the American 
Legion building that withstood Ian. Our parents taught us to 
give back, as that is what community is all about.”

For Joanne, the Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Science 
Center is near-&-dear to her heart. “Unfortunately, Ian dev-
astated our building across from Bonita Bill’s but the Estero 
Island Historical Society offered us their annex cottage near 
the Matanzas Pass Preserve and we opened it on Earth Day! 
It is much smaller than our former location but we have ex-
hibits, aquariums, and a small laboratory so we are making 
it work. Fortunately, Bonita Bill’s is making its meeting room 
available to us for our Summer Camps so register your chil-
dren now at www.ostegobay.org. We will continue to host 
oil spill training classes and the Florida Master Naturalist 
Program, while accumulating a new library, so everything is 
coming together.”

A True Pioneer Spirit
Joanne contemplates what the island communities will look 
like in five years. “I am afraid we will not recognize FMB as 
it will rebuild everything bigger. On SCI, on the other hand, 
we are working hard to keep it the small community we all 
love. We want SCI to remain an island that the middle class 
and working class can afford. We have wonderful people 
on SCI, like retired public service professionals, executives 
and firefighters who prefer a simpler way of life, and too 
often our elected public officials either forget that or do not 
appreciate it.”

It is those island residents who make SCI and FMB the 
unique places they are, offers Joanne. “It takes a special 
kind of person to live here, with independent personalities. 
I certainly appreciate those who chose to move after the 
hurricane, as we all had to do what is best for ourselves and 
our families, but I never for one second considered living 

anywhere else. The people who originally settled San Car-
los Island had a true pioneer spirit and those who continue 
to live here have their own brand of pioneer spirit. It is that 
pioneer spirit that will make us a better and stronger com-
munity!” n

Resident Feature

Joanne and the Semmer Family are well-known for their island generosity.

Joanne’s family are big supporters of the annual Shrimp 
Festival with the FMB Lions Club, including Joanne 

being a Shrimp Festival Princess!

continued from page 7

OPEN DAILY 9:30AM - 8PM

1300 ESTERO BLVD | FORT MYERS BEACH

SHOP LOCAL OR ONLINE AT TUNASKIN.CO
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Every Thursday, Starting May 2
WASTE MANAGEMENT PICKUP
@FMB Neighborhoods
Lee County will now collect FMB garbage, recycling 
and yard waste all on the same day, on each Thursday 
beginning on May 2; for questions telephone Waste 
Management at 239-334-1224 or see www.southwest-
wastefl.com.

EVERY DAY
FREE LeeTran Beach Tram
@FMB Public Library to Bowditch Point Park
The FREE LeeTran Beach Tram runs every 35 minutes 7 
days a week from the FMB Public Library to Bowditch 
Point Park and back, with the first tram leaving from the 
FMB Library at 9:30am and the last departing Bowditch 
Point at 10:35pm.; this may be the final month for the 
Beach Tram so see www.leegov.com.

Monday Through Friday
Bay Oaks Recreational Center
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open and back to 
full operation! Attend fitness classes, indoor pickleball, 
open gym, after-school care, weight room & more. 
Monday through Thursday 7am to 7pm; Friday 7am 
to 8 pm.; CLOSED ON MEMORIAL DAY, May 27. See 
www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Wed., May 1
AND EVERY WEDNESDAY
Moss Marina Market
@Moss Marina
Enjoy fresh produce, artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing 
and more each Wednesday from 9am to 1pm; see 
www.41markets.com.

Wed., May 1
General Resistance Yoga with Anne Neaf
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Anne every Wednesday at 
9am. No reservations necessary; classes cost $15 with 

discounts available if you pre-pay for ten. For 
information see www.FMBGOV.com..

Wed., May 1
Mound House Museum,  
Grounds & Store
@The Historic Mound House
Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest 
standing structure on FMB. It is a multi-level 
museum that displays Calusa artifacts, interac-
tive exhibits and the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-
old underground shell mound attraction. 
Wednesdays through Saturdays 9am to 4pm 
with Grounds 7:30am to 6pm. Adults $15, Stu-
dents $8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & under free; 
Grounds free. See www.moundhouse.org.

Wed., May 1
FMB Woman’s Club  
Monthly Meeting
@The Historic Mound House
Join the best club on the entire island; bring a 
dish to share and all are welcome! The meeting 
starts at 6:30pm; see www.fmb-wc.org.

Thurs., May 2
Senior Pump & Tone  
with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Sculpt & define all muscle groups with barbells 
and hand weights in this 60-minute class set to 
music to increase your metabolism, boost your 
energy and make you feel great! “Senior Pump 
& Tone” is every Tuesday & Thursday from 8 to 
9am. No reservations necessary; $15-per-class 
with discounts available if you pre-pay for ten. 
For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Thurs., May 2
FMB Chamber “Coffee Connection”
@TBD
Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends 
for networking with complimentary coffee and 
tasty breakfast items. The FREE “Coffee Connec-
tion” is 8 to 9:30am; for the location see www.
fortmyersbeach.org.

Friday & Saturday, May 3 & 4
AND EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Fort Myers Beach Market
@Times Square
This Downtown FMB Market offers fresh produce, 
artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more 
every Friday & Saturday from 9am to 1pm; see 
www.41markets.com.

Friday, May 3
Iyengar Yoga with Susan Carter
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Susan every Friday at 
9:15am. No reservations necessary; classes cost 
$15 with discounts available if you pre-pay for 
ten. For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

May

Calendar of Events

Friday, May 3
Welcome & Discovery Center
@Lovers Key State Park
The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and 
informs visitors about Lovers Key habitats through 
interactive displays Wednesdays through Fridays 
from 10am to 1pm. The W&DC is FREE with the 
park entry fee; see www.friendsofloverskey.org.

Friday, May 3
Shell Mound Tour
@The Historic Mound House
Discover the archaeology and history of the 
Mound House and learn clues uncovered about 
this 1,600-year-old shell mound on this 30-minute 
tour every Wednesday through Saturday at 10am & 
2pm. $5-per-person plus MH admission; see www.
moundhouse.org.

Saturdays, May 4 & 11
“American Boating Course”
@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom
This 2-day, 8-hour basic boating class includes 
Florida navigation rules and how to deal with water 
emergencies. $65-per-person & $20 each additional 
person from 8:15am to Noon; see www.scbps.com.

Sunday, May 5
AND EVERY SUNDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series
@Bayside Park
Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local 
musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts 
from 4 to 7pm! For details see www.fortmyers-
beach.org.

Mondays, May 6 & 20
FMB Town Council Meeting
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild 
FMB at 9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Mon., May 6
Zumba Class
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Zumba classes every 
Monday & Wednesday at 10:15am. No reserva-
tions necessary; classes cost $15 or ten for $100. 
For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Tuesday, May 7
Senior Spin & Tone with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Sue every Tuesday & 
Thursday at 9:30am. No reservations necessary; 
classes cost $15 with discounts available if you pre-
pay for ten. For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Tuesday, May 7
FMB Community Foundation  
Check Presentations
@TBD
The FMB Community Foundation, the island’s 
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1131 1st St., Fort Myers Beach • Just over the Sky Bridge • First Right and Right Again

Enjoy Great Food, Fine Spirits,
a Fun Relaxing Waterfront 

Atmosphere!
Live Entertainment • Inside and Outside Seating

Book Your Next Event with US!

Open Daily
11am-8:30pm Sunday - Thursday

11am-9pm Friday & Saturday

Save $10 off $50
One offer per group.  

Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 05/31/2024 

www.NervousNellies.net • 239-999-8077
Boat Dockage | Pet Friendly
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leading philanthropic organization, makes its 
annual check presentations from 5 to 7pm; for 
the location see www.fmbcommunityfounda-
tion.com.

Wed., May 8
Mound House Eco-Kayak Tour
@The Historic Mound House
Explore the winding mangrove creeks and 
hidden backwaters of the Estero Bay Aquatic 
Preserve on this 2-hour tour. The MH provides 
all equipment; ages 12 & up, weather permitting 
and participants must wear shoes and bring 
water. The Eco-Kayak Tour is every Wednesday 
through Saturday from 9 to 11am. $50-per-per-
son including MH admission with reservations 
necessary at www.moundhouse.org.

Wed., May 8
CROW Campus Tours
@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife
An in-depth look at what the animal patients 
experience, from intake to release, including 
the hospital and treatment process. The 
45-minute tour is Wednesdays through Fri-
days at Noon; $25-per-person with advance 
registration and payment necessary at 239-
472-3644 or reservations@crowclinic.org.

Thurs., May 9
FMB Town Council  
Management & Planning Session
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB Town Council continues its work to 
rebuild FMB at 9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Thurs., May 9
FMB Chamber Membership Luncheon
@TBD
Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a scrump-
tious luncheon and enjoy an informative speaker from 
11:30am to 1 pm. $30 members & $40 prospective 
members; For the May location, see www.fortmyers-
beach.org.

Friday, May 10
Fort Myers Mighty Mussels  
V. Dunedin Blue Jays
@Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports Complex
The Mighty Mussels, the Low A affiliate of the 
Minnesota Twins, take on the Dunedin Blue Jays of 
the Toronto organization at 7:05pm! Enjoy fantastic 
fireworks following the game, so Play Ball! The 
Mussels & Blue Jays play on Saturday, May 11 at 
6:05pm & Sunday, May 12 at Noon; tickets $10 to 
$15. For details see www.mightymussels.com.

Tuesday, May 14
FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, continues its 
work to rebuild FMB at 9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Thurs., May 16
FMB Chamber “Business After Hours”
@Tipsy Tiki FMB
Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time while enjoy-
ing delicious appetizers and a cash bar from 5:30 to 7pm. 
The Tipsy Tiki day boat charter has a 28-person capacity so 
this is a first-come, first-serve event. Members FREE & $15 
perspective members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Wed., May 22
FMB Community Foundation Happy Hour
@Snug Harbor
The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s leading 
philanthropic organization, so join in on the fun from 
5:30 to 7pm; see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

Wed., May 22
FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Social
@License to Chill, Margaritaville FMB
Join the best club on the entire island at the magnificent 
Margaritaville at 6pm; see www.fmb-wc.org.

Calendar of Events
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“The Fort Myers Beach Kiwanis Club is now 56-years-young, 
as we formed in 1968,” says Doug Bidgood, FMB Kiwanis 
Club President. “Kiwanis is a Global Organization of volun-
teers dedicated to changing the world one child and one 
community at a time, with our local fundraising focus on FMB 
and our surrounding area. We are currently 27 members 
strong, as sadly we lost membership due to Hurricane Ian.”

The prominently-located FMB Kiwanis Club Thrift Shop is at 
the Pine Ridge and Summerlin Roads intersection, at 11050 
Summerlin Square Drive. “We previously rented another loca-
tion,” explains Doug, “but paid so much in rent that we did not 
have the funds we wanted for the kids, so in 2008 we bought 
the former Century 21 office. It underwent a major renovation 
to make it shopper-friendly, complete with individual depart-

ments like glassware, medical supplies, a ‘Man Cave’ full of 
tools and equipment, a children’s room, and surf shop, so we 
have an incredible store!” The FMB Kiwanis Club Thrift Shop 
is open Mondays through Saturdays from 9am to 5pm, with 
donations from 9am to 3pm; closed Sundays.

A combination of paid employees and FMB Kiwanis volun-
teers run the Thrift Shop. “We cannot get by in the Thrift 
Shop without our FMB Kiwanis volunteers,” Doug states. 
“We contribute 500 to 600 volunteer hours monthly, perform-
ing duties like testing our electrical equipment to pricing our 
various items to steaming and sanitizing donated clothes 
to racking and stacking our merchandise and a whole lot 
more!”

The FMB Kiwanis Thrift Shop will pick up your donations free 
of charge and deliver purchased merchandise for a nominal 
fee, relates Doug. “While we are grateful for your donations, 
we most definitely do not accept anything; our profession-
al staff determines what we will and will not take because, 
quite frankly, we will not take nor sell junk and that is how 
we maintain our reputation. This is especially true after Hur-
ricane Ian, to ensure our items do not have an exposure to 
mold or other possible factors.”

An example of the excellent donations the Thrift Shop offers 
is a recent shipment from the Surf Style Surf, Swimwear & 
Sporting Goods stores, says Doug. “They sent us roughly 
340 cases of clothing, with the factory tags still on, along 
with items like sunhats and brand-new flip flops, with a lot 
of SPF-rated clothes so at our prices these are all wonderful 

Community Feature

Serving the FMB Community for 56 Years!
- By Gary Mooney -

FMB KIWANIS CLUB & THRIFT SHOP
Kiwanis members contribute 

500 to 600 volunteer hours per 
month at the Thrift Shop.
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values. We are indebted to Surf Style and all our tremendous 
partners for their generous contributions.”

“The Nation Rallied to Us”
Like much of FMB, Hurricane Ian inflicted considerable dam-
age to the Thrift Shop. “Water damage forced us to close 
from September 28, 2022, through February 15, 2023, as 
well as losing our delivery truck, but that was exactly when 
the community most needed the FMB Kiwanis,” Doug em-
phasized. “We immediately set up super large tents in the 
parking lot while receiving generous donations from all over 
the country so we supported children and families in need 
right away, eventually serving over 5,000 families. What 
goes around comes around – we helped other communi-
ties for decades and when ours needed the help this time, 
groups and people from all over the nation rallied to us.”

With the Thrift Shop reopen, along with a new delivery truck, 
business is booming! “The community support is overwhelm-
ing,” adds Doug; “so much so that we enjoyed our best busi-
ness month ever in early 2024! In season, we drew 200 to 250 
customers per day, exceeding our numbers from before Ian.”

Among the local and area organizations that receive FMB Ki-
wanis Club financial support is the “Every Child A Swimmer” 
program at the Bay Oaks Recreation Center on Fort Myers 
Beach, as well as the FMB Kiwanis Scholarship Program, 
assistance to the Beach Elementary School and Bay Oaks, 
and donations to LARC, the Golisano Children’s Hospital and 
the “Kimmie’s Kids” program to assist those battling mental 
health and drug issues. “We help roughly 150 children learn 
to swim every year through ‘Every Child A Swimmer,’” Doug 
says. “We provide $2,000 scholarships for up to four years 
to eligible students in our area zip code as well as expense 
money to Beach Elementary School teachers to pay for sup-
plies. We sponsor clubs at Beach Elementary and Fort Myers 
High School to help teach young people how to be responsi-
ble, sharpen their leadership skills, and learn to give back to 
their community at a young age. The best part is that we make 
a positive difference all while having great fun doing it!”

“The Story Full-Circle!”
To join in on the FMB Kiwanis Club fun, Doug advises to 
“simply go to our website at www.fortmyersbeachkiwanis.
org and download the application, stop off at the Thrift Shop, 
or come to one of our monthly breakfast meetings the third 
Friday of each month at Bonita Bill’s Waterfront Café, with 
breakfast at 7:30am and the meeting and speaker at 8am. 
We are proud of our FMB Kiwanis Club and are happy to talk 
about who we are and what we do to prospective members. 
Remember that we occasionally do not meet in the summer, 
as many of our members head north.”

As for why Doug joined the FMB Kiwanis Club, “I retired in 
2009 and attended Chapel By The Sea. We sat next to an-
other couple we knew and they asked me what I intended to 
do now with my free time and I said I wanted to get involved 
with a local group. They spoke so highly of FMB Kiwanis 
and invited me to one of their social gatherings and I met 
so many great people that I joined the Club! Since then, I 
served on the Executive Board for many years and last year 
stepped up to take the Presidency. It’s been 15 years now, 
and my drive to give back to the community is just as strong 
today as back then.”

In Doug’s opinion, the best part of the FMB Kiwanis Club 
is “the sense of giving back and most definitely the fellow-
ship! Sometimes that good feeling comes from fundraising 
and at other times, it is from individual interactions. I was 
at the Thrift Shop one day when a young man came in and 
said he needed a nice outfit for an important job interview. 
I could tell he did not have much experience with the nec-
essary clothes so I said, ‘Let’s start from the underwear 
and socks on up’ and at the end I even tied his tie for him, 
including showing him how to slide the knot up and down! 
He returned that day with a big smile on his face, saying he 
got the job, and that makes you feel good about yourself 
and what you do with FMB Kiwanis. He eventually volun-
teered at the Thrift Shop and as he moved out successfully 
on his own, he bought his furniture from us, bringing the 
story full-circle!” n

$1000 check presented to the Beach Elementary School PTO Mom’s for 
school supplies.

In season, the FMB Kiwanis Thrift Shop draws 200 to 250 customers per day, 
exceeding their numbers from before Ian.
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Based on information from the Florida Gulf Coast MLS, Inc. for the period  2-29-24 to 3-26-24 for FB01-FB07 • Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the 
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LIVE THE GULF COAST DREAM!

6035 Estero Blvd., Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239.463.0000 l www.ERA.com

Servicing Lee and Collier Counties for over 57 years 
Today’s friends… Tomorrow’s neighbors… It’s time to experience the ERA Lahaina Realty difference.

In today’s Real Estate, it takes more than 
just searching for a home on the internet....

Allow our extensive network of connections, 
strong marketing skills and knowledge of the 

area to sell or find your perfect home.

TOP RECENT SALES FOR FORT MYERS BEACHTOP RECENT SALES FOR FORT MYERS BEACH
 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 2-29-2024 to 3-26-2024   CONDOS 2-29-2024 to 3-26-2024 

Address Beds/Baths Sq. Ft. Sold Price Address Sub/Condo Sq. Ft. Sold Price

757 SAN CARLOS DR 3 Bed/3 4,774 $3,174,000 6620 ESTERO BLVD #1202 3 Bed/2 1,700 $1,150,000

789 SAN CARLOS DR 4 Bed/3 2,432 $2,250,000 150 LENELL RD #504 3 Bed/2 1,663 $1,100,000

360 SEMINOLE WAY 3 Bed/3 2,050 $2,150,000 450 OLD SAN CARLOS BLVD #212 2 Bed/2 826 $1,062,500

311 DELMAR AVE 3 Bed/3 1,546 $1,850,000 4183 BAY BEACH LN #364 3 Bed/3 1,877 $840,000

8338 LAGOON RD 3 Bed/2 1,565 $1,250,000 4183 BAY BEACH LN #333 3 Bed/3 1,877 $750,000

323 WASHINGTON CT 3 Bed/3 1,520 $1,199,000 22628 ISLAND PINES WAY #1503 2+Den/2 1,501 $745,000

391 WASHINGTON CT 3 Bed/2 1,447 $795,000 6900 ESTERO BLVD #306 2 Bed/2 1,165 $720,000

VACANT LOT 2-29-2024 TO 3-26-2024   7700 ESTERO BLVD #PH2 2 Bed/2 1,103 $575,000

Address Acres Sold Price 8300 ESTERO BLVD #403 2 Bed/1 732 $535,000

1666 I ST 0.214 $2,500,000 7700 ESTERO BLVD #304 2 Bed/2 1,103 $525,000

278 OHIO AVE 0.169 $1,300,000 7360 ESTERO BLVD #PH3 1 Bed/1 517 $485,000

5127 ESTERO BLVD 0.353 $1,200,000 6665 ESTERO BLVD #121 2 Bed/2 1,108 $480,000

756 ESTERO BLVD 0.1 $860,000 7360 ESTERO BLVD #1005 1 Bed/1 517 $450,000

121 DELMAR AVE 0.092 $600,000 7360 ESTERO BLVD #802 1 Bed/1 517 $440,000

865 OAK ST 0.109 $225,000 6645 ESTERO BLVD #205 2 Bed/2 884 $375,000

   140 ESTERO BLVD #2108 1 Bed/1 383 $250,000

   863 OAK ST 0 Bed/0 200 $225,000
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1987!

FORT MYERS
16025 San Carlos Blvd. 

239-466-7777

CAPE CORAL
290 Nicholas Pkwy. NW

239-945-6223

ORDER ONLINE
& PICK UP IN STORE ITS EASY

Choose Gavin’s Ace Fort Myers or Cape, pay 
online and follow pick up instructions.

ACEHARDWARE.COM

BEST OF MULTI YEAR WINNER!
NEWSPRESS • OBSERVER • BREEZE • JD POWER

HOME OF ROCK STAR SERVICE 
& ROCK STAR BRANDS

$25 
OFF

ANY PURCHASE OF 
$100 OR MORE

FMB LIVING FMB LIVING 

$13 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF 

$50 OR MORE

WRAP UP YOUR KNIVES 
& HEAD OVER TO 

 COMPUTERIZED
KNIFE 

SHARPENING 
AVAILABLE

Restore Knives back to 
factory edge & polished 

to perfection!

EXPIRES 05/31/24

EXPIRES 05/31/24

Family Owned 
& Operated

Since 1987!Gavin's
For the best selection, service and value...Its Gotta Be GAVIN’s
YOUR COMPLETE PROJECT PLACE

16025 SAN CARLOS BLVD. • FORT MYERS • 239-466-7777  290 NICHOLAS PKWY. NW • CAPE CORAL  • 239-945-6223

DISCOVER A TOOLBOX  FULL OF
 WAYS TO  EARN POINTS,

RECEIVE REWARDS
& SAVE!& SAVE!

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!

GET 
YOURS 
TODAY!

 HUGE 
SAVINGS!
SIDE 2

RONRON

JOHNJOHN

FREE ASSEMBLY FREE ASSEMBLY 
& DELIVERY & DELIVERY 
ON GRILLS ON GRILLS 
$399 AND UP FOR $399 AND UP FOR 
ACE REWARDS MEMBERSACE REWARDS MEMBERS

PROPANE 
REFILLS REFILLS 
HERE!HERE!

$5 OFF 
1 GALLON OF PAINT 
Buy a paint sample and get a $5 off coupon for 

1 gallon of paint.  One coupon per gallon.
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS | THIS IS NOT A COUPON.

Gavin's
It’s Gotta Be Gavin’s
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A Marina that fits all your needs!

“It’s a lifestyle, Stay awhile!

Check our website for local 
activities held at Moss Marina

www.MossMarina.com 

450 Harbor Court, FMB
26°27’23.”N, 81°57’20.”W

(239) 765-6677
Open daily 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

•  Conveniently located in the heart of downtown Fort 
Myers Beach, surrounded by the rich history of Estero 
Island & some of the world’s best waterways.

•  Walking distance to the beach, shopping & the 
famous Times Square. 

•  Local restaurants & bars a stroll away, with The Rude 
Shrimp Co. located here on site.

Wednesdays 9am-1pm
The only market in SWFL where boaters 
can boat to and freshly-caught fish are 

tossed off the boat for purchase!

Manitou Sales Dealer
Mercury, Suzuki & Minnkota 
Sales & Service 
Wet Slips

Dry Storage
Service Department
Fuel Docks

Mon 11AM-8PM
Tues-Sun 11AM-9PM

www.therudeshrimpco.com

“The Beast”“The Beast”


