
     

An exclusive magazine serving the residents of Fort Myers Beach  An exclusive magazine serving the residents of Fort Myers Beach  June 2024June 2024

Cover Photo By Sandy Sandness

The Best It Can Be! 
Kathy & John Wesley Nash

© Best Version Media



2  June 2024

ALEX KING  
#1REALTOR 6 YRS

OUR FEATURED LISTINGS

5575 AVENIDA 5575 AVENIDA 
PESCADORAPESCADORA 180 FLAMINGO ST180 FLAMINGO ST

DREAMS CREATEDDREAMS CREATED
LIFESTYLES ELEVATEDLIFESTYLES ELEVATED

391 PALERMO CIRCLE391 PALERMO CIRCLE

122 MIRAMAR ST122 MIRAMAR ST6900 ESTERO BLVD #5056900 ESTERO BLVD #505 5585 AVENIDA PESCADORA5585 AVENIDA PESCADORA 260 FLAMINGO ST260 FLAMINGO ST

$799,900

$9 ,9
00,000

$1,850,000

$2,899,000

$3,299,000

$3,188,000

$799,000

LOTS TO BUILD
123 HERCULES DR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$569,000
7930 BUCCANEER DR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$574,900
171 EGRET ST .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$695,000
17901 REBECCA AVE .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$699,000
151 MID ISLAND DR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$699,000
127 CONNECTICUT ST .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$799,900
4109 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$849,000
4151 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$850,000
720 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$899,000
96 HERCULES DR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$899,000
111 COCONUT DR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$999,000
716 ESTERO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,249,000
4431 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,295,000
61 FLAMINGO ST .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,299,000
22491 BUCCANEER LAGOON ST  .  . $1,375,000
5246 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,480,000
1750 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,995,000
711 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,999,000
8010 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,449,000
679 MATANZAS CT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,955,000

ASSEMBLAGE OF 3 PARCELS 
$4,933,999

2171 ESTERO BLVD, 2101 ESTERO BLVD,  
2141 ESTERO BLVD

LISTINGS
210 CURLEW ST
134 SPANISH MAIN
4192 BAY BEACH LN #835

BUYER 
6058 COCOS CIR
14195 BRISK AVE
584 ESTERO
 
 

2621-2623 ESTERO BLVD
3401 E 3RD ST
2018-2020 NE 6TH STI

FOR MORE INFO ON ALL 
OF OUR LISTINGS!!

FMB CHAMBER
AFTER HOURS 2/15/24

BAYSIDE CONCERT
SERIES SUNDAYS

LOVERS KEY -
BEAUTY & BEACH
GALA

2/24/24

PTO CORNHOLE 2/24/24

DINKY PICKLEBALL 3/16/24

MOUND HOUSE 3/22/24

CASINO NIGHT 4/13/24

ROCK THE ARCHES
MUSIC FESTIVAL APRIL 6-7

FOR MORE INFO ONFOR MORE INFO ON
ALL OF OURALL OF OUR

LISTINGS!LISTINGS!

 EVENTS WE ARE SPONSORING
HIGH SEASON WINTER 

SPRING 2024

$389,000
22676 ISLAND PINES
WAY #142

$1,099,900
5441-5451 OAK
RIDGE AVE 

$997,700
8003 BUCCANEER DR

$1,049,000
11691 ISLE OF
PALM DR

$799,000
7390 ESTERO BLVD
#503

$1,265,000
21581 INDIAN
BAYOU DR

$929,000
2532 ESTERO BLVD #508

$499,000
22748 ISLAND PINES
WAY #102

$1,099,999
206 CONNECTICUT ST

$834,500
6620 ESTERO BLVD
#1103

$1,349,000
270 DUNDEE RD

$1,599,000
7532 LAKE VALENCIA

$998,000
121 ANDRE MAR DR

MOVE-IN READY HOMES

SOLD LISTINGS
17660 HERON LN .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$249,000
25191 GOLF LAKE CIR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$459,888
6665 ESTERO BLVD #121   .  .  .  .  .  .$480,000
6897 ESTERO BLVD #146   .  .  .  .  .  .$510,000
140 BAHIA VIA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$645,000
5551 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$750,000
180 CURLEW ST .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$852,500
157/159 CONNECTICUT ST  .  .  . $1,025,000
427 LAZY WAY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,090,000
261 OSTEGO .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,150,000
265 MANGO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,800,000
4137 BAY BEACH LN #5H4  .  .  . $2,850,000
6060 GULF RD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,150,000
757 SAN CARLOS DR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,174,000

2024 CLOSED SALES 

2024 
PENDING 
CLOSINGS

YOU GOT QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS!
CALL US NOW! 239-323-7221

C U R R E N T L U X E R E A L T Y . C OM

$1,750,000
290 SEMINOLE WAY 

$1,600,000
260 CURLEW ST

$1,695,000
11 SUNVIEW BLVD

$2,149,000
104 WASHINGTON AVE

$1,999,999
5511 AVENIDA
PESCADORA

$2,299,000
351 JEFFERSON CT

$2,929,000
100 ANCHORAGE

SOLD BUYER 
11391 AZALEA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $170,000
3401 E 3RD ST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $365,000
25135 ALCAZAR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $369,999
2334 BAINMAR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $395,000
9640 ROSEWOOD POINTE TERR #205  . $420,000
110 MID ISLAND DR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$513,500
107 ALBATROSS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$650,000
6662 ESTERO #509B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$660,000
5551 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$750,000
3321 ESTERO BLVD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$750,000
4192 BAY BEACH LN #882   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$925,000
1304 LYNWOOD AVE .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$975,000
261 OSTEGO .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,150,000
2621-2623 ESTERO   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,200,000
948 SAN CARLOS DR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,300,000
4137 BAY BEACH LN #5H4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,850,000

$1,799,000
143 GULF ISLAND

© Best Version Media



SUDOKU RULES:
Each row must contain the digits 1-9.
Each column must contain the digits 1-9.
Each box must contain the digits 1-9.

SUDOKU
- By Gary Mooney -
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 239-898-7905 • gmooney@bestversionmedia.com
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For Sponsorship Information 
CONTACT l Sandy Sandness 
Email l ssandness@bestversionmedia.com 
Phone l 239-222-0129

FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear 
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month, 
6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoughts, ideas and 
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submissions 
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a 
maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right 
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
Emergency: 911
Lee County Sheriff’s Office: 239-477-1000
FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202
FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162
Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275
Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356
FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914
Trash Collection: 239-334-1224
Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885
CenturyLink: 239-335-3111
Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277
FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of 
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible 
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of 
materials generated or composed through artificial intelligence (AI). All content 
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2024 Best 
Version Media. All rights reserved. 

A Best Version Media Magazine
An independently owned community magazine.

•  Explore a 2,000-year-old Calusa Shell 
Mound with three acres of native 
gardens! 

•  View ancient, Calusa-made objects that 
have been discovered by Archaeologists 

• Take a hands-on archaeology tour 

•  Guided Kayak Eco-Tours — Public Kayak 
Launch 

•  Observation/Fishing Pier 

Become a Mound House Member!

451 Connecticut St,  Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931  
(239) 765-0865 • Dig Deeper at MoundHouse.org

Museum open Wednesday to 
Saturday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Closed Sunday to Tuesday
Grounds are open daily from 

7:30am to 6:30pm 
 Parking & Grounds are Free  

Museum admission $15 per adult

A picture-perfect setting for Weddings,Receptions, 
Anniversaries Meetings, Luncheons, and Holiday Parties

PERSONALIZED 
WINDOW TREATMENTS 
• Shutters & Blinds
• Woven Woods & Shades
• Cornices & Drapes
• Valances & Toppers
• Re-upholstery & Pillows
• Bedspreads & much more!

SunshineWindowFashion.com 
239-699-2212 

SunshineWindowFashion@msn.com

Everything from design to install.

We guarantee a professional job every 
time! In-Home consultations.

WWW.FORTMYERSBEACH.LIFE

© Best Version Media



Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous 
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium, 
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a 
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions 
including but not limited to: inflammation, acute sinusitis, 
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory 
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies. 
Studies show it can aid in detoxification, increases energy 
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover. 

Schedule your drip today! 

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100

Ft. Myers, FL 33916 
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 

Prompt appointments available for urgent care. 

Ronald Gardner, MDl ABOS 
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries 
and Sports Medicine 

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS 
Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma 
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction 

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS 
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery 

Aileen Padilla, DO 
Specializing in Physical Medicine  
and Rehabiliation 

Are you struggling with the middle age blues? 

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not 
meeting the expected potential of the “younger” 
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or 
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see 
fine wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

•  Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
•  Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement
• Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing
• B-12 Injection Packages
• I.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions
• OBAGI Skincare Products • Blue Peel Packages
• Botox • Xeomin • Belotero • Radiesse •Volbella
• Voluma • Juvederm • Kybella 

Give us a call today to discuss how we  
can help you be the best you! 
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C 

Restorative &  
Anti-Aging Clinic

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS 
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip, 
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint 
Replacement, and Sports 
Medicine 

NOW OFFERING!

The Myers’ Cocktail 
IV Nutrition Therapy

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing 
patients with all medical options in a caring 
office environment, offering regenerative 
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine, 
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services. 

So you can get back to doing the things you love!

Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?PAIN

4  June 2024

© Best Version Media



There’s always something new here!
You’ll find just what you need to brighten 

your home or add a little flair outside.

OVER 1 ACRE OF POTTERY & ART OUT BACK!

• Large Glazed 
Planters

• Talavera Mexican 
Pottery

• Metal Wall Art

17980 San Carlos Blvd • Fort Myers Beach • 239-437-4211
1.5 miles before the bridge • Open every day 10am-6pm • www.fortmyersbeachpottery.com

• Local Original Art
• Chainsaw Wood 

Carvings
• Marble Sculptures 

• Souvenirs, Gifts, Jewelry,  
Hats, Bags, Beachwear

• And Much MORE!

Ft. Myers Beach
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Letter to Residents

Hello Friends & Neighbors!
On a recent evening, I was enjoying a beautiful sunset on 

Fort Myers Beach when I suddenly realized that I was in the 
middle of desolation – there was not one other single person 
on the beach! While I like every other FMB business owner 
loves our seasonal residents and visitors – and their wallets 
flush with cash – it was wonderful to be once again in the 
offseason. To visit our favorite stores and shops, restaurants 
and bars, and of course having the beach back to ourselves 
again for the next six months!

Right after that, however, came a feeling of dread, as the 
beginning of offseason coincides with the start of hurricane season, 
and my chest began to tighten at the memories of Hurricane Ian 
from September of 2022. Like many of you, those memories 
remain harsh, filling my mind with the visions of what Ian did to 
our beautiful island paradise. In this issue, please see our article 
on hurricane preparations and take them seriously, especially that 
one about evacuating if Lee County issues that order. We lost too 
many good people to Ian to make that mistake again.

The awe and wonder of that magic beach evening made 
me recall why I and many of you first chose to make FMB 
our permanent homes: the natural beauty of our island! As we 
continue to rebuild FMB in Ian’s aftermath, I hope our leaders 
and citizens remember to not only preserve but enhance our 
natural treasures, like our seven-mile sugar white sand beach, 
along with Bowditch Point Park, Lovers Key State Park, 
Matanzas Pass Preserve, and Newton Beach Park, as well as 
support organizations like the Estero Island Historic Society, 
the Historic Mound House and the Ostego Bay Foundation 
Marine Science Center that make us the natural wonder that 
we are. As we rebuild, these precious gems are the heart of our 
island and give us much more than one more new resort or 

condominium or another row of McMansions can ever bring 
us – let’s not lose our soul in the name of progress.

It was wonderful to see so many of you at recent FMB 
social functions, like the FMB Community Foundation’s 
“Casino Night” and the FMB Chamber of Commerce’s Luau, 
where Chamber Executive Director Jacki Liszak distributed 
awards to so many of our well-deserved island neighbors and 
business owners. Speaking of Jacki, by the way, she does SO 
MUCH for FMB that I asked myself, “when is somebody 
going to give JACKI An Award?” After first Covid-19 then 
Ian, it was delightful and fun to once more gather in large-
scale functions to laugh, tell stories and revel in each other’s 
company again. I thought to myself, “finally, our community 
traditions are slowly but surely returning!”

Speaking of island traditions, please support our advertisers 
as always, because without them, we could not deliver Fort 
Myers Beach LIVING to you free of charge. When you do 
visit them, please let them know you saw their ad in our 
magazine so we can continue to provide you with this original 
entertainment each month!

Have An Awesome Beach Day!

Publisher

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
239-222-0129
ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

© Best Version Media
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“John and I are from the Annapolis, 
Maryland area,” explains Kathy Nash 
about she and her husband. “We 
grew up on the Chesapeake Bay so 
we are children of the Chesapeake 
and spent most of our young lives on 
the water.” “Our youthful love of the 
water transferred into our younger 
adult lives,” agrees John. “We loved 
to boat and fish and travel all around 
the Bay.”

They met through mutual friends at a 
party. “It was not love at first sight but 
there was definitely an interest,” ex-
plains John. “We were both a little older 
so we were cautious.” “He asked me to 
a movie and we saw ‘Schindler’s List’ 
that is not exactly a date movie,” Kathy 

recalls with a laugh! “I knew I was tak-
ing a significant risk,” adds John, “but 
I am a history buff and wanted to see 
it! It went well though and soon there-
after, we became quite committed to 
each other.”

They dated for roughly five years be-
fore being engaged for nine months, 
then marrying in October 1998. “It was 
the first marriage for each of us and we 
were 38 and 43-years-old,” Kathy of-
fers. “Our wedding was at the Gibson 
Island Yacht Club in Maryland that is 
quite exclusive.” “Gibson Island is so 
exclusive that you need an invitation to 
go there,” John relates. “It took me 43 
years and I had to get married to finally 
go to Gibson Island!”

In A Heartbeat!
Just as friends first introduced Kathy 
and John, other friends introduced 
them to Fort Myers Beach. “Our friends 
relocated to Dolphin Point at Waterside 
at the south end of FMB so we came 
for a weeklong visit. I retired a few 
years before John, but once he did so 
as well, we were looking for a second 
home or possibly a boat we could live 
on for a few months at a time. We de-
cided to take a month-long trip from 
Hilton Head all the way through Florida 
looking for the perfect place. When we 
arrived on FMB, our friends’ place over-
looked Big Carlos Pass and as soon as 
we walked in and I saw that gorgeous 
blue-green water, I went ‘OHHHH! This 
is what we are looking for!’”

“It was truly breathtaking,” agrees 
John. “We knew immediately that this 
is where we wanted to live, as being 
near the water was important. We be-
gan to seriously look for a unit and as 
soon as we saw our condo, we imme-
diately knew this was the right one.”

They realized how right their decision 
was when they returned to their large 
Annapolis home. “We planned to do 
the ‘Snowbird Thing’ for five years or 
so,” relates Kathy, “but when we first 
walked in, a heavy sense of respon-
sibility suddenly hit me. I asked John, 
‘how does it feel to be home’ and he 
replied, ‘if I could wiggle my nose and 
be back on FMB, I would in a heart-
beat!’ A week later, I called a realtor 
to put our house on the market and we 
became fulltime FMB residents in Sep-
tember 2021.”

Before retiring to take up the Salt Life, 
John was in the television industry for 
45 years, mainly on the engineering 
side, working on everything from mu-
sical entertainment specials to ear-
ly music videos; CBS network news 
to the Olympics, before transitioning 
into systems design, engineering and 
installation services to broadcasters. 
John enjoyed every day of his career. 
Kathy retired after 30 years in medical 
management, building up a new doc-
tor’s practice into one that eventually 
included 15 physicians.

THE BEST IT CAN BE!
Kathy & John Wesley Nash

- By Gary Mooney -

Resident Feature Photos by Sandy Sandness and Kathy & John Wesley Nash© Best Version Media
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Hugging & Crying
Kathy and John evacuated FMB to Fort 
Lauderdale the Monday before Ian, 
“and luckily we took both cars,” she 
says. “We could not return to our con-
do for another 10 days, so we rented an 
extended stay room for five days then 
had a rental unit the next three months. 
Fortunately, our condo is on the 9th 
floor so we received minimal damage, 
mostly from water seeping in through 
our window seals. While we did lose 
our boat, we were able to move back 
home less than three months after Ian, 
on Christmas Eve 2022. All-in-all, con-
sidering what so many others are still 
enduring, we were blessed.”

“I would say we are probably in the top 
10% of the most fortunate people on 
the island from the hurricane-damage 
point of view,” muses John. “Our build-
ing’s first two floors flooded and re-
quired remediation, mold elimination, 
and we needed a new roof, but com-
pared to those who lost everything, we 
are so fortunate and grateful.”

It is one thing to be grateful but anoth-
er thing to do something about it and 

Kathy and John did. “We were moni-
toring ‘Beach Talk Radio’ throughout 
Ian’s aftermath and they talked about 
this new volunteer group at 820 Button-
wood that needed help,” recalls Kathy, 
“so we assisted them in setting up, then 
I volunteered almost every day for the 
next six months. John was heavily in-
volved in our condo building’s remedia-
tion but every few days he volunteered 
at 820 Buttonwood as well. Soon there-
after, 820 Buttonwood transitioned into 
what people now know as FMB Strong. 
I loved volunteering, as it felt so good 
knowing I could assist so many who lost 
so much, and sometimes that meant 
just doing something simple, like giving 
them a hug or sharing in a good cry.”

The Heart of The Island
In addition to FMB Strong, John is on 
the Town’s Anchorage Advisory Com-
mittee and on the Board of Directors 
for the Friends of Lovers Key (FOLK). 
Kathy is a member of the FMB Wom-
an’s Club, is on the FMB Community 
Foundation Board of Directors and is 
the Chairperson of the Adopt-A-Nest 
Program at Lovers Key State Park for 
turtle nesting. They volunteer to trans-
port injured wildlife to the Center for 
the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife (CROW) 
on Sanibel Island. “There are not many 
positive things to say about Ian,” John 
states, “but it had one large positive 
outcome for us: Prior to the hurricane, 
we were just south-enders who loved 

our condominium community complex. 
But since Ian, we are much more in-
volved with the greater FMB communi-
ty, where we get to meet and know so 
many wonderful people!” Kathy adds, 
“we feel like we now truly understand 
the heart of the island!”

Volunteering is essential to Kathy and 
John because of the recent passing 
of her brother. “He died of pancreat-
ic cancer; he was the most generous 
and kindest person ever, who con-
stantly said in down times that things 
can always be worse and that is how 
he lived, to do for others and pay it 
forward. We learned such a valuable 
lesson from him and now that is the 
mantra of our lives.”

“In addition to honoring Kathy’s broth-
er, we value volunteering because it is 
a way to educate others,” says John. “If 
you positively influence a young per-
son, you can make them better off for 
the rest of their lives and can improve 
all of society. Education is important 
to Kathy and I and that explains why 
we are instructors in boating safety. 
If we save the life of just one person 
from making or committing a horrible 
lifetime mistake, it is all well worth it.”

Fall In Love All Over Again
As to what FMB will look like in five 
years, “my opinion may not be popu-

continued on page 13

In addition to FMB Strong, John is on the Town’s Anchorage Advisory Committee and on the Board of 
Directors for the Friends of Lovers Key (FOLK).

The Nashes learned “about this new volunteer group at 820 
Buttonwood that needed help,” recalls Kathy, “so we assisted 
them in setting up, then I volunteered almost every day for 

the next six months.”

Resident Feature© Best Version Media
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The Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation (FMBCF) hosted a 
fun and entertaining evening of high stakes, high style and high 
rolling at its “Viva Las Vegas” fundraiser in the “King’s Casino” at 
The DiamondHead Beach Resort on Saturday, April 13. “Viva Las 
Vegas” featured heavy hors d’oeuvres and live music along with 
casino-style gambling.

“It was a terrific night of fundraising,” raves FMBCF Vice Pres-
ident Kelly Smith. “We chose the theme, ‘King’s Casino,’ for a 
couple of reasons: First it was the play on words for one of our 
major sponsors, The King Family Foundation, as well as paying 
tribute to the ‘King of Las Vegas,’ the late Elvis Presley!”

Kelly explains that the $100-per-person ticket included “a $2,000 
voucher to play casino-type games like Craps, Blackjack, three- 
and five-card Poker, and Roulette, with multiple tables for many 
of those games. Patrons won ‘gaming chips’ that they redeemed 
for raffle tickets to place in boxes to win over 30 fabulous gift bas-
kets that folks previewed throughout the evening from leading is-
land businesses, restaurants and resorts. At the end of the night, 
we drew the winning ticket for each prize, with several people 
receiving more than one.”

The FMBCF marveled at how generous local businesses were in 
putting together their prizes and gift baskets, says Kelly. “We had 
‘staycations’ for the Pink Shell Beach Resort, DiamondHead and 
Matanzas Inn as well as terrific baskets from Diversified Yacht and 
Norman Love Chocolates, among others. Several FMBCF mem-
bers assembled their own for items like an Italian dinner, everything 
chocolate and a gardening basket. Then of course there were the 
contributions from various FMB restaurants, like The RUDE Shrimp 
Company, Nervous Nellie’s, Wahoo Willie’s, Snug Harbor Water-
front Restaurant, La Ola Surfside Restaurant and Mom’s Restau-
rant, to name a few. All the prizes were so creative.”

All this creativity led to the FMBCF raising in excess of $16,000, Kel-
ly says proudly! “We will use every penny to benefit the FMB com-

munity that is still in the early stages of recovering from Hurricane 
Ian as well as for our scholarship fund and donations to various 
FMB non-profits and related organizations. A portion of these mon-
eys will go to the FMBCF Endowment that we established in 2020 
at Florida SouthWestern State College (FSW) that now has $80,000; 
that is incredible when you consider we formed it just four years 
ago, while enduring a global pandemic and major hurricane!”

120 People + 2
“Viva Las Vegas” drew a sold-out crowd of 120 people – plus two! 
“While we were setting up, an out-of-town couple were checking 
into the DiamondHead and wondered what we were doing. When 
we told them, they asked if they could attend as they love to gam-
ble and we said they were welcome; the woman even won a gift 
basket!”

Kelly thanks major sponsors, The King Family Foundation, along 
with Nancy Brouchard, as well as a third who remains anonymous, 
“but I must give a big shout-out to all the local businesses and 
our FMBCF members who made everything possible. The talent-
ed duo of Deano and Marvilla played piano and sang a variety 
of songs, from Sinatra and Elvis up to more modern music, with 
many people dancing. As soon as guests checked in, everyone 
received a sample of our signature drink for the evening, ‘The 
Dean Martini,’ as a tribute to the Rat Pack and Dean Martin, so that 
was very Las Vegasy!! When you add in the heavy hors d’oeuvres 
and cash bar, everyone had a ball!”

The FMBCF is already considering another “Viva Las Vegas” fund-
raiser for 2025. “People began to ask us about that during this 
year’s event,” gushes Kelly, “so we must definitely think hard about 
it. A big part of the evening’s charm is that we could actually host 
a large fundraising gala again on the island, as first Covid-19 then 
Hurricane Ian prevented the FMBCF and most other island organi-
zations from having large-scale events like this. Prior to 2020, the 
FMBCF held a huge gala every January, then the world went crazy 
on us for a few years.”

The King Family Foundation was a major sponsor of “Viva Las Vegas.”

FMB Community Foundation 
Fundraiser & Check Presentations

- By Gary Mooney, Photos by Kelly Smith-

Charity Spotlight

continued on page 11
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Ian on September 28, 2022, taught us all what one of these monster storms can do to a barrier island. If you do not have your 2024 
Hurricane Re-entry Passes for your home and business, get them as soon as you can from Town Hall.

Lessons Learned From Ian
- By Gary Mooney - 

With the 2024 Hurricane Season officially 
beginning on Saturday, June 1 and con-
tinuing through Saturday, November 30, 
now is the time to have your hurricane 
preparations already well-underway, as 
Ian on September 28, 2022, taught us all 
what one of these monster storms can do 
to a barrier island.

EVACUATE!
Should the Lee County Emergency Man-
agement Office declare a voluntary or 
mandatory evacuation order for Fort My-
ers Beach, EVACUATE!

While you want to have on-hand all the ne-
cessities to ride out a hurricane in the com-
fort of your own home, being that we live on 
a barrier island that is in the primary Evacu-

ation Zone A that can suffer everything from 
storm surge to wind damage to flash flood-
ing and more, each of us must be ready to 
leave if the Lee County Emergency Opera-
tions Center declares an evacuation. We all 
lost too many friends and neighbors to the 
tragedy of Ian, so GO!

Register Now for AlertLee.com!
Register at AlertLee.com for all emergen-
cy warnings, along with its app, LeePre-
pares. Pay attention not only to the area 
media outlets but various social media 
sites like the FMB Fire Department, the 
Town of Fort Myers Beach and Lee Coun-
ty Emergency Management Office for in-
structions. Remember that before, during, 
and after a hurricane, reputable social 
media sites can be your best friends, not 
only in providing you with valuable hurri-
cane information but, equally as import-
ant, squashing untrue rumors.

If you do not have your 2024 Hurricane 
Re-entry Passes for your home and busi-
ness, get them as soon as you can from 
Town Hall. If you still have a Green Re-En-
try Pass from 2023, they remain valid. Peo-
ple who live, owns property or manages a 
business in the Town can receive two Hur-
ricane Re-Entry Passes. If you do not have 
a 2024 Re-Entry Pass or a previous Green 
one, it is essential to renew your passes, 
as the Town will not honor any others from 
prior seasons.

To obtain your Hurricane Re-Entry Passes, 
visit Town Hall at the Bay Oaks Recreation-
al Center at 2731 Oak Street from Monday 
through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
You need one form of identification, such 
as a driver’s license with an FMB address, 
or a utility bill, deed, rental agreement, 
mortgage statement, or tax record that 
confirms your resident, property owner or 

Community Feature

2024 FMB HURRICANE PREPARATION

We’ve weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.

Until then, we are here to service you from our
Gladiolus office below

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 33908 • wwww.trustrti.com

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997!

HOME • FLOOD • AUTO • CONDO • BOAT

Wendy Matura 
wendy@trustrti.com 

D (239)314-1307 
O (239)463-5200

continued on page 12
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DAILY SPECIALS • FULL BAR
BEST FOOD AND SERVICE IN TOWN!

Host your next meeting/gathering  
in our private dining space  

for up to 60 people. OPEN DAILY 6:30am - 8pm
Carry Out Available

BREAKFAST ALL DAY • LUNCH • DINNER

11370 Summerlin Square Drive, Fort Myers Beach Next to Wal-mart  
(239) 689-4636 • SummerlinCafe.com

Recipe

•  1 cup (8 ounces) 
chopped mango 
(fresh or frozen and 
defrosted is fine)

•  1 TB fresh  
orange juice

• 1 TB lime juice
•  ¼ cup sweetened 

condensed milk
•  ¾ cup heavy cream 

(very cold) Full-fat 
heavy cream (or 
double cream) is 
best for making this 
mango mousse.

Mango Mousse made without gelatin or eggs.

In a high speed blender, 
combine the mango with 
the orange juice, lime 
juice and condensed milk. 
Puree until very smooth, 
about 1 minute.
Meanwhile, in a medium-
sized bowl, beat the cream 
with an electric mixer on 
high until soft peaks form.
Pour one quarter of the 
mango puree mixture 
into the beaten cream, 
and using a spatula, 
fold the mango into the 
cream very gently. Do 
not deflate the cream, so 
take your time and scrape 

around the bowl and 
down the middle to fold 
the mixture together.
Repeat with the remaining 
mango puree, one quarter 
of it at a time, until you 
incorporate everything.
Divide the mixture 
between 4 small glasses 
and refrigerate at least 4 
hours (or overnight) before 
serving. 
To garnish, add an 
extra dollop of whipped 
cream and a few diced 
mango pieces along 
with a mint leaf.

INGREDIENTS INSTRUCTIONS

by Nancy Bouchard

A Taste of Paradise 
If you love to cook, the Fort Myers 
Beach Community Foundation’s 
cookbook, A 
Taste of Para-
dise: Favorite 
Flavors of Fort 
Myers Beach, is 
full of delicious 
recipes from 
the kitchens of 
our locals! It 
is available for 
purchase at
www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

© Best Version Media
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For Kelly, the best part of “Viva Las Vegas” was “that the FMB com-
munity got together as one, to mingle and chat and enjoy each oth-
er’s company, as it has been a long time since we could do so. 
You cannot put a price on that type of comradery and friendship, 
where we all enjoyed a fun night while raising funds to support our 
hometown.”

Check Presentations
Roughly a month after “Viva Las Vegas,” the FMBCF held its annual 
“Check Presentations” at the Suncoast Credit Union Arena sky box 
on the FSW campus on Tuesday, May 7. “One of our members, 
Heather Chester, works for FSW,” Kelly offers. “Heather helped us 
establish the FMBCF Endowment, gave us a tour, and invited us to 
have the Check Presentations in the sky box.”

The FMBCF distributed checks to eleven FMB non-profits as well 
as to eleven scholarship recipients. In addition to the students, the 
following groups received FMBCF allocations: Bay Oaks Recre-
ational Center, Beach Elementary School, Beach Kids Foundation, 
Estero Island Historic Society, FMB Art Association, FMB Strong, 
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Keep Lee County Beauti-
ful, Marine & Environmental Resources Task Force, Ostego Bay 
Foundation Marine Science Center Summer Camp, and Support 
for Sailing through the Edison Sailing Center. “As for the schol-
arships,” Kelly adds, “we increased them this year from $500 to 
$1,000 so nine students will get that, while two others who previ-
ously received $500 will get an additional $500. A FMBCF commit-
tee reviewed all the requests and came up with this great list! Last-
ly, we contributed an additional $10,000 to our FSW Endowment.”

Kelly notes with pride that even before the 2024 check distributions, 
“the FMBCF allocated $77,500 to worthwhile island organizations 
already this year! Even as I say that amount out loud, I do so with 
awe, considering all we overcame, including the pandemic and Ian. 
The generosity of our community is incredible and the FMBCF is so 
grateful. I think I speak for all FMBCF members when I say that we 
do what we do because we all love Fort Myers Beach so much.”

Come Join Us!
To join the FMBCF, “go to www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com, 
click on the ‘Join Now’ link and fill out the profile,” explains Kelly. 
“The initial fee is $100, then $50 annually. The most fun way to 
learn about us is to attend a monthly FMBCF membership meeting 
as we definitely welcome visitors but we do not meet again until 
Fall, as many members head north for the Summer. The FMBCF is 
a wonderful group of strong women who work together in friend-
ship and philanthropy to raise funds for our community. On top of 
that, I met some of my best friends through the Community Foun-
dation. I feel wonderful and occasionally even emotional over all 
we do for our FMB home!” n

Charity Spotlight

For Kelly, the best part of “Viva Las Vegas” was “that the FMB community got 
together as one, to mingle and chat and enjoy each other’s company, as it has been a 

long time since we could do so.”

“Viva Las Vegas” featured Craps, Blackjack, three- and five-card Poker, and 
Roulette, with multiple tables for many of those games.

continued from page 8

Joy Sullivan was awarded the Nancy Mulholland Memorial “Star Award” for 2023-2024.
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FMB is a barrier island that is in the primary 
Evacuation Zone A that can suffer everything 

from storm surge to wind damage to flash 
flooding and more.

Community Feature

businessowner status to receive your pass-
es. If you are out-of-town, email hurricane@
fmbgov.com with attached photographs 
and/or document files to prove your eligi-
bility and include the address for where 
you want the Town to mail your passes. For 
related questions or additional information, 
contact the Town at 239-765-0202 or email 
hurricane@fmbgov.com. 

Should a hurricane strike FMB in 2024, 
based on the storm’s severity, FMB may 
close for up to 48 hours and possibly lon-
ger, until the Town, Lee County Sheriffs 
Office and FMB Fire District can certify the 
island’s safety.

Lee County offers Special Needs Shelters 
for those with medical necessities, but you 
must register in advance every year at 
239-533-0622 or through the “Emergency 
Management” page at www.lee.gov.com. 
If your best option is a Lee County shelter, 
go but know upfront it will have no creature 
comforts, so a Lee County shelter should 
be your last option. The best advice is to 
travel well out of our area, or at least east 
of I-75, into the home of a family member 
or friend, hotel or motel. Do not wait un-
til the last minute to leave, as Lee County 
and FMB Town officials close both island 
bridges when wind conditions dictate and 
do not return until after the hurricane.

Hurricane Kit Essentials
Everyone should have a supply of essen-
tials to be self-sufficient for 72 to 96 hours. 
Have an adequate amount of non-perish-
able foods, including one gallon of water 
per day for every person as well as your 

pets, and remember that if you do any post-
storm cleanup, you will need more water 
than that because this is the hottest time of 
year. When you assemble your hurricane 
kits, check with your neighbors, especially 
if they are elderly, so when you shop, you 
can get supplies for them as well.

Get medication refills in advance of the 
storm, as most pharmacies let you refill 
these due to the impending emergency, 
and do so for your pets. Store your im-
portant insurance policies and personal 
documents like identification cards, driv-
er’s license, Social Security cards, and 
passports in waterproof carriers or tight-
ly-sealed plastic bags in your personal 
hurricane kit. Have ample cash on-hand, 
should power be out and you cannot use 
credit cards, and solar-power cellphone 
chargers are a great option.

Know the location of all of your utility break-
ers, so you can safely and quickly turn off 
your electricity, water, and natural gas, as 
those are the last things to do before evac-
uating or when the storm hits. Stock up on 
batteries, as you want to use electric illumi-
nation rather than candles or non-electric 
lanterns that can cause fires. As soon as 
the hurricane threat is over, immediately 
take down your house shutters, otherwise 
your home becomes a vault that makes it 
difficult for first responders to get to you.

Prepare As If Your Life Depends On It!
Another essential is a full tank of gas in your 
car. Not only do you want to avoid the long 
gas station lines should you need to evac-
uate, but once a storm is over, if you do not 

have power, you can cool off in your car’s 
air conditioning or have an extra gas sup-
ply for your generator. If you store gas, do 
so only in specifically designed containers.

If you use a generator, keep it at least 10 
feet not only from your home, but from your 
garage and your neighbors’ houses, and 
never run a generator inside your home or 
even breezeway. Never wire them to your 
home yourself but hire a licensed electri-
cian. Read your owner’s manual and know 
its safety limits. Never fuel them while they 
are hot or running, and make sure you 
have a fire extinguisher and at least one 
carbon monoxide detector in your home.

FINALLY, DO NOT BE COMPLACENT; 
PREPARE AS IF YOU LIFE DEPENDS 
ON IT, AS IT JUST MIGHT! n

continued from page 9

239.333.4386 
YucatanBeachStand.com 

250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Enjoy Food & Drink 
Full Menu Available

Open Daily 11am • LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm
at our Patio or Swing Bar
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lar,” cautions John, “but it will never again be the quaint small 
town we knew and loved prior to Ian. The economics of the sit-
uation will require that we build back with much more of a com-
mercial appeal to survive, though that does not mean we cannot 
become something special again, as we have a wonderful set of 
resources that will always draw people.”

“FMB will be different,” Kathy agrees, “but there are good as-
pects to that. For example, I doubt a future hurricane, even as 
strong as Ian, will ever completely decimate the island again 
simply because we will build back so much stronger, with higher 
elevations and new regulations. We will never have those small 
beach cottages like before Ian, but what we will rebuild will be 
charming. The heart of our little island will never go away.”

It is those small-town charms and natural elements that keep 
Kathy and John loving FMB. “To me, it is the water,” he of-
fers. “Water has been important to Kathy and me our entire 
lives, and here we enjoy a new type of boating we did not have 
during our Chesapeake years.” Kathy still loves that Big Car-
los Pass and Back Bay view! “When I still see that blue-green 
water and all those dolphins and manatees every day, I fall in 
love all over again! Of course, the wonderful people who call 
this island home are important to us.” “It is those folks,” con-
cludes John, “who will guarantee that this place will always be 
the best it can be!” n

Resident Feature

Kathy recalls: “As soon as I saw that gorgeous blue-green water, I 
went ‘OHHHH! This is what we are looking for!’” “It was truly 

breathtaking,” agrees John.

continued from page 7

DESIGNED TO OUTSHINE 
Luxurious outdoor furniture built for 

lasting peace of mind.

SHOWROOM 
16100 San Carlos Blvd., Fort Myers | 239.204.5809

www.fabritechoutdoorfurniture.com

OPEN
M-Sat 10AM-5PM | Sunday 10AM-2PM

HUGE INVENTORY
IN STOCK READY TO DELIVER

•  Weather-resistant  
fabric and a durable 
poly frame

• UV Stabilized Color
•  Environmentally 

Friendly
• Will Not Deteriorate
• Made in the USA

LuxCraft premium 
poly outdoor furniture:
• Deck and Patio Chairs
• Lounge Chairs
•  Outdoor Deep Seating 

Sofa & Chairs
• Dining Furniture
•  Adirondack Chairs  

and Gliders
• Fire tables & Fire pits

CRAFTED COMFORT

SAVE 10% TODAY!
Expires 6.30.2024 • One offer per customer

LuxCraft furniture is Made In The USA and features a limited lifetime residential warranty.
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Every Thursday
WASTE MANAGEMENT PICKUP
@FMB Neighborhoods
Lee County will now collect FMB garbage, recy-
cling and yard waste all on the same day, on each 
Thursday; for questions call Waste Management at 
239-334-1224 or see www.southwestwastefl.com.

Monday Through Friday
Bay Oaks Recreational Center
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open and back 
to full operation! Attend fitness classes, indoor 
pickleball, open gym, after-school care, weight 
room & more. Monday through Thursday 7am to 
7pm; Friday 7am to 8pm.; see www.fortmyers-
beachfl.gov.

Monday Through Friday
Bay Oaks Summer Camps, Beginning 
June 3
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Kids age 5 through 12 enjoy the beach, pool, 
fishing, field trips, crafts, games, movies & more 
Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm! Regis-
tration is per week and not daily. To register go to  
www.FMBGOV.com/Youth-Programs.

Sat., June 1
Mound House Museum,  
Grounds & Store
@The Historic Mound House
Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest 
standing structure on FMB. It is a multi-level 
museum that displays Calusa artifacts, interactive 
exhibits and the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old 
underground shell mound attraction. Wednesdays 
through Saturdays 9am to 4pm with Grounds daily 
from 7:30am to 6pm. Adults $15, Students $8, 
Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & under free; Grounds free. 
See www.moundhouse.org.

Sunday, June 2
AND EVERY SUNDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series
@Bayside Park
Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local 
musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts from 4 
to 7pm! For details see  
www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Mondays, June 3 & 17
FMB Town Council Meeting
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild FMB 
at 9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Mon., June 3
Zumba Class with Jian Heinel 
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Zumba classes every Monday 
& Wednesday at 10:15am. No reservations necessary; 
classes cost $15 or ten for $100. For information see www.
FMBGOV.com.

Tuesday, June 4
Body Pump with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Sue every Tuesday & Thursday 
at 8am. No reservations necessary; classes cost $15 with 
discounts available if you pre-pay for ten. For information 
see www.FMBGOV.com.

Wed., June 5
General Resistance Yoga with Anne Neaf
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Anne every Wednesday at 9am. 
No reservations necessary; classes cost $15 with discounts 
available if you pre-pay for ten. For information see www.
FMBGOV.com.

Wed., June 5
CROW Campus Tours
@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife
An in-depth look at what the animal patients experience, 
from intake to release, including the hospital and treatment 
process. The 45-minute tour is Monday through Friday at 
Noon; $25-per-person with advance registration and payment 
necessary at 239-472-3644 or reservations@crowclinic.org.

Wed., June 5
FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Meeting
@4192 Bay Beach Lane / Deb Nelson 8P4 2nd Floor
Join the best club on the entire island; bring a dish to share 
and all are welcome! The meeting is from 6:30 to 8pm; see 
www.fmb-wc.org.

Thurs., June 6
FMB Chamber “Coffee Connection”
@Doc Ford’s FMB
Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends for network-
ing with tasty complimentary coffee and breakfast items. 
The FREE “Coffee Connection” is 8 to 9:30am; see www.
fortmyersbeach.org.

June

Calendar of Events

Thurs., June 6
Senior Pump & Tone  
with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Sculpt & define all muscles with barbells and 
hand weights in this 60-minute class set to 
music to increase your metabolism, boost your 
energy and make you feel great! “Senior Pump 
& Tone” is every Tuesday & Thursday from 8 to 
9am. No reservations necessary; $15-per-class 
with discounts available if you pre-pay for ten. 
For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Thurs., June 6
FMB Town Council  
Management & Planning Session
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB Town Council continues its work to 
rebuild FMB at 9am; see  
www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Friday, June 7
Iyengar Yoga with Susan Carter
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Susan every Friday 
at 9:15am. No reservations necessary; classes 
cost $15 with discounts available if you pre-
pay for ten. For information see  
www.FMBGOV.com.

Friday, June 7
Welcome & Discovery Center
@Lovers Key State Park
The Welcome & Discovery Center educates 
and informs visitors about Lovers Key habitats 
through interactive displays Wednesdays 
through Fridays from 10am to 1pm. The 
W&DC is FREE with the park entry fee; see 
www.friendsofloverskey.org.

Friday, June 7
Shell Mound Tour
@The Historic Mound House
Discover the archaeology and history of the 
Mound House and learn clues uncovered 
about this 1,600-year-old shell mound on 
this 30-minute tour every Wednesday through 
Saturday at 10am & 2pm. $5-per-person plus 
MH admission; see www.moundhouse.org.

Saturday, June 8
Mound House Eco-Kayak Tour
@The Historic Mound House
Explore the winding mangrove creeks 
and hidden backwaters of the Estero Bay 
Aquatic Preserve on this 2-hour tour. The 
MH provides all equipment; ages 12 & up, 
weather permitting and participants must 
wear shoes and bring water. The Eco-Kayak 
Tour is every Wednesday through Saturday 
from 9 to 11am. $50-per-person including 
MH admission with reservations necessary 
at www.moundhouse.org.
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Saturdays, June 8 & 15
“American Boating Course”
@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom
This 2-day, 8-hour basic boating class in-
cludes Florida navigation rules and how to 
deal with water emergencies. $65-per-per-
son & $20 each additional person from 
8:15am to Noon; see www.scbps.com.

Tuesday, June 11
FMB Local Planning  
Agency Meeting
@Town Hall,  
Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Coun-
cil, continues its work to rebuild FMB at 
9am; see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Tuesday, June 11
Senior Spin & Tone  
with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Get tone and stay fit with Sue every 
Tuesday & Thursday at 9:30am. No reser-
vations necessary; classes cost $15 with 
discounts available if you pre-pay for ten. 
For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Thurs., June 13
FMB Chamber Membership Luncheon
@Pink Shell Beach Resort
Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a scrumptious 
luncheon from Jack’s Restaurant and enjoy a presenta-
tion from Captain Chris Wittman of “Captains For Clean 
Water” from 11:30am to 1pm. $30 members & $40 
prospective members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Friday, June 14
Fort Myers Mighty Mussels  
v. Lakeland Flying Tigers
@Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports Complex
The Mighty Mussels, the Low A affiliate of the Minnesota 
Twins, take on the Lakeland Flying Tigers of the Detroit 
organization at 7:05pm. Enjoy fantastic fireworks follow-
ing the game, so Play Ball! The Mussels & Flying Tigers 
play on Saturday, June 15 at 6:05pm & Sunday, June 17 
at Noon; tickets $10 to $17. For details see  
www.mightymussels.com.

Wednesday, June 19
30/30 with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Do 30 minutes of Spin then 30 minutes of Body Pump 
with Sue every Wednesday at 7:30am. No reservations 
necessary; classes cost $15 with discounts available if you 
pre-pay for ten. For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Thurs., June 20
FMB Chamber  
“Business After Hours”
@Braodway Palm Dinner Theater
Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time 
while enjoying delicious appetizers and a cash bar 
from 5:30 to 7pm. Members FREE & $15 perspec-
tive members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Wed., June 26
FMB Community Foundation  
Happy Hour
@Snug Harbor
The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s 
leading philanthropic organization, so join in on 
the fun from 5:30 to 7pm; see www.fmbcommunity-
foundation.com.

Calendar of Events

Our office and showroom is conveniently minutes off the beach located at  
10950 Old South Way, just off Summerlin and Pine Ridge Road.   

Please schedule a meeting by calling our office at (239) 355-5605.

Bayside Building has committed to donate a portion of each job’s proceeds to FMBStrong as 
our way of assisting in post-storm humanitarian relief as long as it’s needed in our area. 

We are local design-builders with a unique approach to 
homebuilding that has a flare of recreation and entertainment 
to maximize the true Beach experience for you and your guests.

We also offer a line of proprietary designs that are  
ready to be submitted for permitting.   

Nobody can beat our efficiency and pricing!

Scott Allan Local Developer & Custom Home Builder   
Brant Kotel General Contractor — Master Carpenter CBC1263363  

(239) 355-5605 • BaysideBuildingFL.com

© Best Version Media
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The all-volunteer non-profit Turtle Time, Inc., begun by Eve Haver-
field in 1989, benefits marine turtles on Fort Myers Beach as well 
as Big Hickory Island and Bonita and Bunche Beaches. Florida’s 
nesting sea turtle season is May 1 through October 31, though 
Turtle Time in recent years starts their monitoring on April 15 due to 
environmental changes. Fort Myers Beach is the almost-exclusive 
domain of Loggerheads, though Turtle Time found its first few doc-
umented Green Turtle nests on FMB in the last few years.

The primary bane to nesting turtles and their hatchlings is arti-
ficial light from beach properties. Turtles for millennia had quiet 
dark beaches to themselves, but now compete with businesses 
and coastal residents. These lights can prevent female turtles from 
coming ashore or choosing an inferior nesting location from which 
few hatchlings survive. Lights disorient hatchlings, causing them to 
move toward that source and away from the Gulf, resulting in death 
from dehydration, exhaustion, or automobiles. Only 1 to 4 out of 
every 1,000 survive to adulthood and do not reach maturity for 30 
to 50 years, so living nesting sea turtles survive long odds.

- By Gary Mooney, Photos by Sandy Sandness -

IT’S TURTLE TIME!

Fill in any holes dug into the sand, as hatchlings 
and adult turtles can fall in and die.

1131 1st St., Fort Myers Beach • Just over the Sky Bridge • First Right and Right Again

Enjoy Great Food, Fine Spirits,
a Fun Relaxing Waterfront 

Atmosphere!
Live Entertainment • Inside and Outside Seating

Book Your Next Event with US!

Open Daily
11am-8:30pm Sunday - Thursday

11am-9pm Friday & Saturday

Save $10 off $50
One offer per group.  

Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 06/30/2024 

www.NervousNellies.net • 239-999-8077
Boat Dockage | Pet Friendly

Community Feature © Best Version Media
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- By Gary Mooney, Photos by Sandy Sandness -

OPEN DAILY 9:30AM - 8PM

1300 ESTERO BLVD | FORT MYERS BEACH

SHOP LOCAL OR ONLINE AT TUNASKIN.CO

Turtle Time encourages FMB residents to proactive-
ly protect sea turtles and hatchlings. Please switch 
to Amber LED lights that are turtle-friendly, close 
drapes and blinds after dark, never shine a flashlight 
or use flash photography on sea turtles, move boats 
or beach furniture behind beach vegetation nightly, 
keep dogs on a leash, and fill in any holes dug into 
the sand as hatchlings and adult turtles can fall in 
and die. If you accidently hook or catch a sea turtle, 
or find one in distress or dead, immediately contact 
Turtle Time at 239-481-5566 or www.turtletime.org, 
the FWC Hotline at 888-404-3922, or the Town of 
Fort Myers Beach at 239-765-0202.

Adopt A Nest Program
The Friends of Lovers Key annual fundraiser, “Adopt-
A-Nest,” gives sponsors the opportunity to symbol-
ically “adopt a nest” during each sea turtle nesting 
season. Funds raised through “Adopt-A-Nest” assist 
in providing Lovers Key State Park with the neces-
sary supplies to protect the nests and help pay for 
other resource management needs within the park. 
To sponsor a turtle nest at Lovers Key State Park 
or for more information, see https://friends-of-lovers-
key.myshopify.com/products/adopt-a-nest. n

Only 1 to 4 out of every 1,000 survive to adulthood.

The Friends of Lovers Key annual fundraiser, “Adopt-A-Nest,” gives 
sponsors the opportunity to symbolically “adopt a nest” during each 

sea turtle nesting season. 

© Best Version Media
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LIVE THE GULF COAST DREAM!

6035 Estero Blvd., Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239.463.0000 l www.ERA.com

Servicing Lee and Collier Counties for over 57 years 
Today’s friends… Tomorrow’s neighbors… It’s time to experience the ERA Lahaina Realty difference.

In today’s Real Estate, it takes more than 
just searching for a home on the internet....

Allow our extensive network of connections, 
strong marketing skills and knowledge of the 

area to sell or find your perfect home.

TOP RECENT SALES FOR FORT MYERS BEACHTOP RECENT SALES FOR FORT MYERS BEACH

Based on information from the Florida Gulf Coast MLS, Inc. for the period  3-27-24 to 4-26-24 for FB01-FB07 • Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the 
listings of any one agent or agency but the entire real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is seperate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

  CONDOS 3-27-2024 to 4-26-2024   CONDOS CONTINUED 3-27-2024 to 4-26-2024  
Address Beds/Baths Sq. Ft. Sold Price Address Beds/Baths Sq. Ft. Sold Price

4142 BAY BEACH LN #805 3 Bed/3 2,414 $2,175,000 400 LENELL RD #106 1 Bed/2 762 $340,000

6620 ESTERO BLVD #301 3 Bed/2 1,626 $1,046,000 200 ESTERO BLVD #P12 1 Bed/1 697 $330,000

4198 BAY BEACH LN #1H5 3 Bed/3 1,837 $940,000 88 BLACKBEARD WAY 2 Bed/2 1,276 $325,000

2800 ESTERO BLVD #303 2 Bed/2 1,116 $819,000 200 ESTERO BLVD #P09 1 Bed/1 693 $325,000

8403 ESTERO BLVD #202 3 Bed/2 1,484 $790,000 140 ESTERO BLVD #2104 1 Bed/1 383 $260,000

4753 ESTERO BLVD #705 2 Bed/2 1,669 $749,000     

450 OLD SAN CARLOS BLVD #205 2 Bed/2 782 $715,000 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 3-27-2024 TO 4-26-2024  

7148 ESTERO BLVD #320 2 Bed/2 1,318 $650,000 Address Beds/Baths Sq. Ft. Sold Price

6660 ESTERO BLVD #503 2 Bed/2 1,145 $645,000 198 CURLEW ST 5 Bed/4 2,400 $1,500,000

6662 ESTERO BLVD #208 2 Bed/2 1,336 $575,000 155 JEFFERSON ST 3 Bed/2 1,503 $1,215,000

4331 BAY BEACH LN #651 2 Bed/2 1,244 $575,000 17741/17745 SAN CARLOS BLVD 3 Bed/2 1,453 $850,000

4253 BAY BEACH LN #6E 2 Bed/2 1,024 $550,000 241 EGRET ST 3 Bed/2 1,640 $800,000

2580 ESTERO BLVD #35 2 Bed/2 1,055 $530,000 191 HIBISCUS DR 3 Bed/2 1,066 $725,000

7700 ESTERO BLVD #PH3 2 Bed/2 1,063 $530,000     

4321 BAY BEACH LN #621 2 Bed/2 1,244 $529,900 VACANT LOT 3-27-2024 TO 4-26-2024   

4223 BAY BEACH LN #C4 2 Bed/2 1,142 $510,000 Address Acres Sold Price

7360 ESTERO BLVD #406 1 Bed/1 517 $500,001 160 EGRET ST 0.258 $845,000

450 OLD SAN CARLOS BLVD #309 1 Bed/1 434 $500,000 5871 ESTERO BLVD 0.181 $700,000

22736 ISLAND PINES WAY #103 2 Bed/2 1,073 $480,000 112 HIBISCUS 0.127 $505,000

8401 ESTERO BLVD #307 2 Bed/2 1,359 $450,000 861 OAK ST 0.109 $250,000

400 LENELL RD #708 1 Bed/2 732 $419,000 101 BLACKBEARD WAY 0.074 $200,000

4265 BAY BEACH LN #722 2 Bed/2 1,055 $410,000

4491 BAY BEACH LN #143 2 Bed/2 997 $385,000

© Best Version Media
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1987!

FORT MYERS
16025 San Carlos Blvd. 

239-466-7777

CAPE CORAL
290 Nicholas Pkwy. NW

239-945-6223

ORDER ONLINE
& PICK UP IN STORE ITS EASY

Choose Gavin’s Ace Fort Myers or Cape, pay 
online and follow pick up instructions.

ACEHARDWARE.COM

BEST OF MULTI YEAR WINNER!
NEWSPRESS • OBSERVER • BREEZE • JD POWER

HOME OF ROCK STAR SERVICE 
& ROCK STAR BRANDS

$25 
OFF

ANY PURCHASE OF 
$100 OR MORE

FMB LIVING FMB LIVING 

$13 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF 

$50 OR MORE

WRAP UP YOUR KNIVES 
& HEAD OVER TO 

 COMPUTERIZED
KNIFE 

SHARPENING 
AVAILABLE

Restore Knives back to 
factory edge & polished 

to perfection!

EXPIRES 06/30/24

EXPIRES 06/30/24

Family Owned 
& Operated

Since 1987!Gavin's
For the best selection, service and value...Its Gotta Be GAVIN’s
YOUR COMPLETE PROJECT PLACE

16025 SAN CARLOS BLVD. • FORT MYERS • 239-466-7777  290 NICHOLAS PKWY. NW • CAPE CORAL  • 239-945-6223

DISCOVER A TOOLBOX  FULL OF
 WAYS TO  EARN POINTS,

RECEIVE REWARDS
& SAVE!& SAVE!

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!

GET 
YOURS 
TODAY!

 HUGE 
SAVINGS!
SIDE 2

RONRON

JOHNJOHN

FREE ASSEMBLY FREE ASSEMBLY 
& DELIVERY & DELIVERY 
ON GRILLS ON GRILLS 
$399 AND UP FOR $399 AND UP FOR 
ACE REWARDS MEMBERSACE REWARDS MEMBERS

PROPANE 
REFILLS REFILLS 
HERE!HERE!

$5 OFF 
1 GALLON OF PAINT 
Buy a paint sample and get a $5 off coupon for 

1 gallon of paint.  One coupon per gallon.
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS | THIS IS NOT A COUPON.

Gavin's
It’s Gotta Be Gavin’s

© Best Version Media
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A Marina that fits all your needs!

“It’s a lifestyle, Stay awhile!

Check our website for local 
activities held at Moss Marina

www.MossMarina.com 

450 Harbor Court, FMB
26°27’23.”N, 81°57’20.”W

(239) 765-6677
Open daily 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

•  Conveniently located in the heart of downtown Fort 
Myers Beach, surrounded by the rich history of Estero 
Island & some of the world’s best waterways.

•  Walking distance to the beach, shopping & the 
famous Times Square. 

•  Local restaurants & bars a stroll away, with The Rude 
Shrimp Co. located here on site.

Wednesdays 9am-1pm
The only market in SWFL where boaters 
can boat to and freshly-caught fish are 

tossed off the boat for purchase!

Manitou Sales Dealer
Mercury, Suzuki & Minnkota 
Sales & Service 
Wet Slips

Dry Storage
Service Department
Fuel Docks

Mon 11AM-8PM
Tues-Sun 11AM-9PM

www.therudeshrimpco.com

“The Beast”“The Beast”
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