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DREAMS CREATED g ALEX KING
LIFESTYLES ELEVATED

#1REALTOR 6 YRS

CELEBRATE THE RENAISSANCE OF F fJ// ERS BEACH: NEVY CONSTRUCTION HOMES

BUILDABLE LOTS

2171 ESTERO BLYD 2101 ESTERO BLVD 2141 ESTERO BLVD
ASSEMBLAGE OF 3 PARCELS : $4,629,999

$1,999,99 $2399,000 2995000 T 52,999,000
5246 ESTERO BLVD 470 MADISON CT 711 ESTERO BLVD

WATERFRONT HOMES

$389,000
22676 ISLAND PINES WAY #142 11460 BAY VILLAGE DR #231

$1,599,000 $1,649,000 $1,750,000 $1,999,999 $2,299,000 . $§2,589,000 $2,950,000 $3,188,000 $3,199,000 $9,900,000
7532 LAKE VALENCIA CT#58 11 SUNVIEW BLVD 290 SEMINOLE WAY 5511 AVENIDA PESCADORA 351 JEFFERSON CT 175 BAHIAVIA 218 PRIMO DR 180 FLAMINGO ST 5575 AVENIDA PESCADORA 391 PALERMO CIR

GULF FRONT CONDOS

SCAN ME

CHECK oUuT
ALL ©F oOUlz
LIsTINGS RIERET

699,000 774,000 $799,000 899,000

7700 ESTERO BLVD #403 6620 ESTERO BLVD #1103 7390 ESTERO BLVD #503 2532 ESTERO BLVD #508
MEET THE ALEX KING GROUF
134 Spanish Main. . ........... $426,000 427 LazyWay. .. ............ $1,090,000 Lzl j = ‘) J—)
6665 Estero BLVD #121 ... .. ... $480,000 261 Ostego Dr . . $1,150,000 —
6897 Estero BLVD #146 . . ... ... $510,000 210 Curlew St . . $1,635,000
140 BahiaVia . ............... $645,000 265 Mango. . . . . $1,800,000
5551 Estero BLVD . . $750,000 260 Flamingo St. .. .......... $2,650,000

6900 Estero BLVD $750,000 4137 Bay Beach LN #5H4. . . . .. $2,850,000

4192 Bay Beach LN Unit 835 . $815,000 6060 GuIf Rd . .............. $3,150,000
180 Curlew St .. ......... . $852,500 757 San Carlos Dr. . . ......... $3,174,000
157/169 Connecticut St . ... ... $1,025,000

OUR 2024 SOLD BUYERS

134 Spanish Main. . .. ......... $426,000 4192 Bay Beach LN Unit 835 . . .. $815,000
110 Mid Island Dr. . .. .. ....... $513,500 4192 Bay Beach LN #882. ... ... $925,000
207 RedfishDr............... $554,900 261 OstegoDR. . ............ $1,150,000
19003 San Carlos Dr. .. ........ $600,000 2621/2623 Estero. . . $1,200,000
107 Albatross. .. .. ........... $650,000 21591 Widgeon Ter . $1,400,000
6662 Estero #509B. . . . ... ... .. $660,000 948 San Carlos Dr. . . $2,300,000
4753 Estero BLVD #705 . . . ... .. $749,000 291 Randy Ln............... $2,700,000
3321 EsteroBLVD . ........... $750.000 4137 Bay Beach Ln #5H4 . . . . .. $2,850,000

YOU GOT QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS'

CALL US NOW! 239-232-6465  rremicre
WETALKSWFL.COM _—
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239-222-0129 e ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

CONTENT COORDINATOR . ................. Gary Mooney
239-898-7905 e gmooney@bestversionmedia.com
When, Where and What to Do
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER ... ..... Sandy Sandness on Fort Myers Beqch!
cesoNERL Joe Kelly WWW.FORTMYERSBEACH.LIFE 1« |

For Sponsorship Information
CONTACT | Sandy Sandness LY

Email | ssandness @bestversionmedia.com . _
Phone | 239-222-0129 O U
FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS :

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month,

- By Gary Mooney. -

6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoughts, ideas and : SUDOKU RULES
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submissions 3 Lt
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a Each row must contain the dlgl'[S 1-9.

maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right

. o . o : Each column must contain the digits 1-9.
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

Each box must contain the digits 1-9.
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:

Emergency: 911
Lee County Sheriff's Office: 239-477-1000 4 8 2
FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202 s 2 4
FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162
Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275 9 3 s
Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356
FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914

Trash Collection: 239-334-1224 ’ 3 5
Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111 3

Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277

FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500 5 4 '
Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 3 g s

advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of ' 3 5
materials generated or composed through artificial intelligence (Al). All content
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2024 Best
Version Media. All rights reserved. , a '

Answers on page 10

ENJOY FOOD & DRINK |
Full Menu Available

239.333.4386
at our Patio or Swing Bar YucatanBeachStand.com
Open Daily 11am ¢« LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Fort Myers Beach LIVING : : 3



Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
patients with all medical options in a caring
office environment, offering regenerative
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine,
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

So you can get; back to doing the things yu love!

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS Robert Martinez, MID ABOS
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,
and Sports Medicine Aileen Padilla, DO and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint
Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS Specializing in Physical Medicine ,F\‘Aeep(;?;‘;re“e”t' and Sports
Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma and Rehabiliation
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction
239-277-7070
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Prompt appointments available for urgent care. Ft. Myers, FL 33916

Restorativex &
Anti-Aging.Clinic

Are you struggling with the middle age blues?

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not
meeting the expected potential of the “younger”
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see
fine wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

e Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management

e Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement

¢ Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

¢ B-12 Injection Packages

e |.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

e OBAGI Skincare Products e Blue Peel Packages

® Botox ® Xeomin e Belotero ® Radiesse ¢Volbella

e \/oluma e Juvederm e Kybella

/WNutnnon Therapy

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: inflammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxification, increases energy

Give us a call today to discuss how we levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

IMIORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Schedule your drip today!
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Letter to Residents

Yello Friends & N e{gﬁéor\f !

When I was a kid growing up in Missouri, the unofficial
end of the summer was the Labor Day Holiday Weekend,
because that meant that we started school a day or two later.
Now children begin classes in the middle of August and if
they take part in any kind of sporting activity like football or
club like debate, their practices start even earlier.

The new 2024-25 academic school year kicks off on
Monday, August 12, and for those who cherish the Beach
Elementary School (BES), this is a special occasion! The
last time all of our island children, teachers and support
staff gathered all together as a school family to debut a new
academic year was August 2022, about six weeks before
Hurricane Ian decimated much of FMB, including the
Beach School. From September 28, 2022 onward, for most
of the next year-and-a-half, our children and the Beach
Elementary School staff were like nomads and vagabonds,
headquartering at various other Lee County educational
institutions while FMB residents fought and ultimately were
successful in keeping our beloved school.

In this issue, the Koss Family discusses their passion
for the BES and why they worked so hard to keep it on our
island. As John Koss says, “The BES always ranks in the top
five in Lee County, with outstanding teachers, and no other
community anywhere embraces its local school like FMB;
it is truly the heart of our community. If we lose it,
the reason why families move to FMB.” In another story
this month, BES Principal Traci Kohler became emotional
when saying, “when it looked like the School District might
permanently close the BES after Ian, the entire island made
it clear that for FMB to have a future, it must keep the BES
FMB

we lose

because we give everyone hope for the island’s future.”

8 Ft. Myers Beach ’i P

1000’S OF POTS
You'll find just what you need to brighten
your home or add a little flair outside.

Large Glazed
Planters

¢ Local Original Art

e Chainsaw Wood
Carvings
e Marble Sculptures

Talavera Mexican
Pottery

Metal Wall Art

Souvenirs, Gifts, Jewelry, ¥
Hats, Bags, Beachwear °~

And Much MORE!

17980 San Carlos Blvd ¢ Fort Myers Beach ¢ 239-437-4211

Chamber of Commerce President Jacki Liszak correctly
states that “you cannot be a vibrant community without a
first-class school.”

As for me, families are the generational blocks of this
island’s foundation. As part of the agreement to retain
the BES, children who live off-island can now attend our
fantastic school, so we must collectively spread the word that
not only can our bartenders, wait staff and support workers
send their children to the BES but so can all Lee County
residents, so FMB can continue to keep the doors to the BES
open. Tell your friends that if they want their kids to attend
the absolute best elementary school anywhere, the Beach
Elementary School is for them!

Speaking of the absolute best anywhere, please support
our advertisers because without them, we cannot provide
Fort Myers Beach LIVING to you free of charge. When you
do visit them, say that you saw their ad in our magazine so
we can continue to supply you with this monthly original
entertainment.

Have An Awesome Beach Day!

Publisher
Fort Myers Beach LIVING

239-222-0129

ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

; Fuéhnfﬁ:s

Fram fWeexiy
L Inan

1.5 miles before the bridge « Open every day 9am-5pm « www.fortmyersbeachpottery.com

.
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Resident Feature

“Family is the Number
One aspect of our lives.”

v
A

»
A

A
-

: 1"

The Koss Family Exemplifies FMB
- By Gary Mooney -

John Koss is from Collingswood in
southern New Jersey, while his wife
Bettina is a native of Braunschweig
in northern Germany, meaning that it
took a chance encounter on FMB to
bring them together. So, was it love at
first sight?

“John would say ‘Yes,” laughs Betti-
na! “It absolutely was,” agrees John.
“We met at ‘The Cottage’ bar & restau-
rant 13 years ago. Bettina just moved
to Florida while | was contemplating a
move to Florida or South America. My
younger brother, who lived in Naples,
was talking up South Florida so he
found me a place on FMB to check out
the area. It was near ‘The Cottage’ so
on my second night | heard music and
went over. My former college room-
mate was with me, and in exchange
for me paying for his visit, | made
him promise two things: that | make
it home safe from the bars and to not
let me settle down with any woman |
meet here! Then Bettina entered and
| said to him, ‘my new next wife just
walked in!” We made eye contact and
she could tell we were talking about
her so she came over to say ‘hello’
and the rest is history.”

6

As for Bettina, while she had an imme-
diate attraction to John, “the first thing
| noticed about this former American
wrestler were his cauliflower ears! |
soon gave up a well-paying corporate
position with the Mariott group in Ger-
many to take a job with the Flamingo
Inn to be near John.” “On the second
day after we met,” John continues,
“‘we were talking about spending the
rest of our lives together.” They mar-
ried in 2013, on the beach near where
they met. “John better never forget
our wedding anniversary,” jokes Bet-
tina: “September 28!”

FMB is home as well as to their two
sons, nine-year-old John Charles,
better known as “JC,” and Carter who
is four, along with their dog Parker.
“JC is in the 4th grade at Beach El-
ementary School (BES),” John offers.
“Everybody who encounters JC says
he is an awesome kid and an old soul.
He made his first All-Star team in Little
League this year and he and | recently
finished our third annual ‘Father / Son
Fishing Trip’ to Alaska. As for Carter,
he thinks he is the boss! Even though
JC is five years older than Carter, he
has so much patience in mentoring

his younger brother and | can honest-
ly say they are best friends.”

Family is Number One

John owns “Beach Boys A/C” while
Bettina is with the Alex King Real-
ty Group. “Compared to many FMB
service industry companies, ‘Beach
Boys A/C’ survived lan mostly in good
shape,” he reports. “Even before lan,
we were already talking to Alex about
Bettina joining his team and after the
hurricane devastated the Flamingo
Inn, she began her real estate exam
courses. While we enjoy our careers,
however, our family is the Number
One aspect of our lives.”

They live in the Laguna Shores neigh-
borhood at the island’s south end.
“We moved into our former home sev-
en years ago and bought it two years
later,” explains John. “The south end
appeals to us because it is so peace-
ful. I know everyone says this, but our
neighborhood is the island’s best!
The kids play on their bicycles and
scooters and someone waves to you
from like every third house. After we
lost our home to lan, we never consid-
ered rebuilding anywhere else; this is
where our roots are now.”

When lan made its initial approach,
John planned to stay on FMB while
evacuating Bettina and the boys, but
she overruled him to stay together.
‘| have extensive military training so
| thought | could survive whatever
happened,” he rationalizes. “On the
evening before lan, however, with the
forecast becoming increasingly dire,
| told Bettina, ‘get the kids in the car
and let’s get out of here!’ It was al-
ready a hairy situation weather-wise
and we may very well have been the
last people to cross the bridge. We
drove to a friend’s house on Jensen
Beach that usually takes three hours,
but we were on the road for seven, in
a real white-knuckle drive! The only
things we took were my little brother’s
ashes, our important paperwork and
the boys’ favorite stuffed animals.”

While in Jensen Beach, it amazed
John how well he could monitor the

August 2024




“John better never forget our wedding anniversary,” jokes Bettina: “September 28!”

FMB situation. “It stunned me how
well cellphones functioned,” he re-
lates. “lI was getting a play-by-play
from several friends and neighbors.
When | learned that people had to
jump out of their homes and swim for
it, | was so glad we evacuated as |
could not imagine doing that with a 7-
and 2-year-old. A neighbor said the
water was up to our roof so | knew that
lan devastated our home.”

Bettina and John chose to rebuild on
their Laguna Shores lot. “Fortunately,
our great friends Steve and Shannon
Diener, from whom we purchased
our house, let us live in their place for
well over a year, then we shifted into
a travel trailer for several months on
another friend’s property. We moved
into our new home last month and it
feels wonderful! While around half our
neighbors rebuilt, it is heart-wrench-
ing to see all the empty lots. That
makes me nervous as to what our
community will eventually look like but
life is about change so you embrace
that while doing your best to influence
those future decisions.”

The Heart of The Community

In addition to rebuilding, their priority
was reopening the Beach Elementary
School. “When it looked like the Lee
County School District might perma-
nently close it, | became a committee
member to ensure that would not oc-
cur,” John recalls. “Negotiations were
difficult but we saved it. The BES al-
ways ranks in the top five in Lee Coun-
ty, with outstanding teachers, and no
other community anywhere embraces

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

its local school like FMB; it is truly the
heart of our community. If we lose it,
we lose the reason why families move
to FMB.”

“When it looked like the BES might
not reopen, that was the only time
we considered rebuilding off-island,”
adds Bettina. “If FMB loses the BES,
then the Bay Oaks Recreational Cen-
ter would soon follow and we would
not have family events like holiday
parades or Little League; FMB would
lose its charm and become just an-
other resort town.”

To Bettina, the best part of FMB is its
community vibe. “Whenever we walk
the kids and dog, we always run into
friends who treat each other the
right way. When we go to dinner, we
know the waitstaffs. We never worry
about the kids playing outside be-
cause all our neighbors keep their
eye on them — we have an island-full
of Grandmas!”

John believes that his family best ex-
emplifies why people love FMB. “Like
so many others, we found a different
type of happiness here, where peo-
ple really get it. It does not matter if
you are a billionaire or a dishwasher;
everyone treats you with a high level
of respect.” “Sure, we have a seven-
mile-long beautiful beach and won-
derous nature,” concludes Bettina,
“but none of that would ever matter
without a caring community. Despite
lan, we have our children, health, ca-
reers, school and each other — we are
truly blessed!” B

Carter & JC with Parker: “T can honestly say they

JF

“Like so many others, we found a different type of happiness

John & JC recently finished their third annual “Father / Son

Resident Feature

are best friends,” says their Dad.

here, where people really get it.

Fishing Trip” to Alaska.



Expert Contributor

- by Wendy Matura -

As we know, our homes on Fort Myers
Beach are in a great area. Our beautiful
island community is known for its sandy
shores and coastal charm but it is no
stranger to the risks posed by flooding.
Despite the evolving landscape of insur-
ance policies and ratings, flood insur-
ance remains available and accessible
on the island.

The market is changing relative to flood
insurance so it is important to work with an
expert who has been through the storms.
There are several important items to know
about today’s flood insurance market.

The National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) introduced Risk Rating 2.0, a new
pricing methodology. This was a signifi-
cant update to the flood insurance rating
system. This new system aims to deliver
rates that better reflect a property’s unique

flood risk. The 2.0 rating considers multi-
ple factors, including flood frequency,
distance to a water source, and property
characteristics such as elevation and cost
to rebuild. Prior to the implementation of
the 2.0 rating, glide path policies were es-
tablished to ensure a smooth transition to
the new system. These policies capped
the annual increase in base rates, ensur-
ing that policyholders would not face sud-
den and steep hikes in their premiums.

The residents of Fort Myers Beach can
take comfort in knowing that flood insur-
ance remains available to them. If done
correctly the 2.0 rating system offers a
more equitable approach to determining
premiums. The glide path policies ensure
that the transition to these new rates is
more manageable, reflecting our commu-
nity’s dedication to protecting its mem-
bers from the financial impact of flooding.

A Quick Summary

Flood insurance remains a vital safe-
guard for homeowners and businesses
on the island, ensuring protection against
the unpredictable forces of nature. De-
spite changes in policies and ratings,
there is availability of flood insurance
options. It is very important to know that
not all programs are created equal. It is
extremely important to work with an ex-
pert knowledgeable about the Fort Myers
Beach area to make sure you get the best
possible program tailored to your exact
needs.

Wendy Matura with RTI Insurance Ser-
vices has been serving our island
community for over 24 years. She is a
flood expert and has been through nu-
merous storms, making sure clients are
well protected and taken care of. You
can reach Wendy at 239-314-1307 or
wendy@trustrti.com. B

RT1

INSURANCE SERVICES

We've weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our
Gladiolus office below

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME y.
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! e =7

HOME * FLOOD  AUTO * CONDO * BOAT

Wendy Matura
wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0(239)463-5200

| A

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 33908 * wwww.trustrti.com
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It's Turtle Time!

= Bg Gary Mooney -

The all-volunteer non-profit Turtle Time, Inc., begun by Eve Haverfield in
1989, benefits marine turtles on Fort Myers Beach as well as Big Hicko-
ry Island and Bonita and Bunche Beaches. Florida’s nesting sea turtle
season runs through October 31. FMB is the almost-exclusive domain of
Loggerheads, though Turtle Time found its first few documented Green
nests over the last few years.

“2024 is an average sea turtle nesting year so far,” reports Eve. “Logger-
heads tend to nest every other year, so we compare numbers to 2022. In
that year, up to this point, we had 78 nests and so far we have 77 so we
are on track to match 2022’s total of 109, meaning it is a routine season
so far. With the beach renourishment happening we have relocated any
nests out of harm’s way and ultimately there will be a better and higher
beach with proper dunes for nesting.

Turtle Time encourages residents to proactively protect sea turtles and
hatchlings. Switch to turtle-friendly Amber LED lights, close drapes and
blinds after dark, never shine a flashlight or use flash photography on sea
turtles, move boats or furniture behind beach vegetation nightly, keep
dogs on a leash, and fill in any holes dug into the sand as hatchlings

CRAFTED COMFORT

(HOUMDOOR
S LIVTHS:

[cuxCraft

e \Weather-resistant
fabric and a durable
poly frame

e |JV Stabilized Color

e Environmentally
Friendly

¢ Will Not Deteriorate

e Made in the USA

LuxCraft premium
poly outdoor furniture:
e Deck and Patio Chairs
e Lounge Chairs
e Qutdoor Deep Seating
Sofa & Chairs
e Dining Furniture
e Adirondack Chairs
and Gliders

e Fire tables & Fire pits

LuxCraft furniture is Made In The USA and features a limited lifetime residential warranty.

Community Spotlight

A Loggerhead turtle lumbers back to the Gulf of Mexico.

and adult turtles can fall in and die. If you ac-
cidently hook or catch a sea turtle, or find one
in distress or dead, immediately contact Turtle
Time at 239-481-5566 or www.turtletime.org, the
FWC Hotline at 888-404-3922, or the Town of
FMB at 239-765-4222. “| want to thank the many
beachfront residents and volunteers who make
this turtle nesting season as good as it can be,”
concludes Eve. B

HUGE INVENTORY
IN STOCK READY TO DELIVER

DESIGNED TO OUTSHINE
Luxurious outdoor furniture built for
lasting peace of mind.

OPEN
M-Sat 10AM-5PM | Sunday 10AM-2PM

SAVE 10% TODAY!

Expires 8.31.2024 e One offer per customer

SHOWROOMS
16100 San Carlos Blvd., Fort Myers | 239.204.5809
437 Cape Coral Pkwy E.,Cape Coral | 239.443.5473
www.fabritechoutdoorfurniture.com

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
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Calendar of Events

wgmf

Every Thursday

WASTE MANAGEMENT PICKUP

@FMB Neighborhoods

Lee County now collects FMB garbage, recycling and yard
waste all on the same day, on each Thursday; for questions
telephone Waste Management at 239-334-1224 or

see www.southwestwastefl.com.

Monday Through Friday

Bay Oaks Recreational Center

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open and back to full op-
eration! Attend fitness classes, indoor pickleball, open gym,
after-school care, weight room & more. Monday

through Thursday 7am to 7pm; Friday 7am to 8pm.

See www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Beginning Monday, August 12

CLUB REC!

@Bay Oaks Recreation Center

Bay Oaks hosts this incredible “After School Program” for
Beach Elementary School students EVERY Monday through
Friday throughout the academic year from 2 to 6pm. Staff
picks up the kids directly from Beach Elementary and brings
them to Bay Oaks for games, snacks & homework time. $125
for FMB residents & $175 for non-residents for the entire
school year!

Mondays, July 29 through October 7
Advance Men’s Baskethall League

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Lace up your basketball shoes and play hoops every Monday
for ten weeks. In addition to great exercise, teams vie for
monetary prizes. $750-per-team; for information or to register
contact Shanette at 239-460-7991 or sthomas@FMBGOV.com.

Thurs., August 1

FMB Chamber “Coffee Gonnection”

@FMB Strong

Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends for networking
with complimentary coffee and tasty breakfast items at FMB
Strong at 820 Buttonwood Drive. The FREE “Coffee Connec-
tion” is 8 to 9:30am; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.
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Fri., August 2

“First Friday”

@The Historic Mound House

Spend the day at the Mound House with
complimentary admission on the “First
Friday” of each month from 9am to 4pm!
Enjoy a variety of family activities, games,
crafts & tours. This month’s theme is
“Water Quality!” Learn the importance

of clean water, what makes water dirty or
clean, and what you can do to help through
family fun activities and games. See www.
moundhouse.org.

Fri., August 2

Welcome & Discovery Genter
@Lovers Key State Park

The Welcome & Discovery Center educates
and informs visitors about Lovers Key
habitats through interactive displays
Wednesdays through Fridays from 10am
to 1pm. The W&DC is FREE with the park
entry fee; see www.friendsofloverskey.org.

Sun., August 4

AND EVERY SUNDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series
@Bayside Park

Relax while listening to fantastic tunes
from local musicians at these FREE weekly
outdoor concerts from 4 to 7pm! Weath-
er-permitting; for details

see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Mon., August 5

Spin with Sue Anderson

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Increase your cardio, burn fat, gain leg
strength, build muscular endurance &
more with Sue EVERY Monday & Friday at
8am. No reservations necessary; classes
cost $15 with discounts available if you
pre-pay for ten. For information see www.
FMBGOV.com.

Mondays, August 5 & 19
FMB Town Council Meeting
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The FMB Town Council continues its

work to rebuild FMB at 9am; see www.
fortmyersbeachfl.gov.

Mon., August 5

Zumba Class with

Jian Tang Heinel

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Join Jian and experience the most fun
you will ever have while exercising EVERY
Monday & Wednesday at 10:15am. No
reservations necessary; classes cost $12
or five for $50.

For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Tues., August 6

Body Pump with Sue Anderson
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Get tone and stay fit with Sue EVERY Tuesday
& Thursday at 8am. No reservations necessary;
classes cost $15 with discounts available if you
pre-pay for ten.

For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Tues., August 6

Senior Pump & Tone

with Sue Anderson

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Sculpt & define all muscles with barbells and
hand weights in this 60-minute class set to music
to increase your metabolism, boost your energy
and make you feel great! “Senior Pump & Tone” is
EVERY Tuesday & Thursday at 9:30am. No reser-
vations necessary; $15-per-class with discounts
available if you pre-pay for ten. For information see
www.FMBGQV.com.

Wed., August 7

30/30 with Sue Anderson

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Do 30 minutes of Spin then 30 minutes of Body
Pump with Sue EVERY Wednesday at 7:30am.
No reservations necessary; classes cost $15 with
discounts available if you pre-pay for ten. For
information see www.FMBGQV.com.

Wed., August 7

Mound House Museum,

Grounds & Store

@The Historic Mound House

Builtin 1921, the Mound House is the oldest stand-
ing structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum
that displays Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits
and the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old underground
shell mound attraction. Wednesdays through
Saturdays 9am to 4pm with Grounds daily from
7:30am to 6pm. Adults $15, Students $8, Kids 6 to
12 $5, & 5 & under free; Grounds free. See www.
moundhouse.org.

Wed., August 7

CROW Campus Tours

@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife

An in-depth look at what the animal patients
experience, from intake to release, including the
hospital and treatment process. The 45-minute tour
is Monday through Friday at Noon; $25-per-person
with advance registration and payment necessary at
239-472-3644 or reservations@crowclinic.org.

Thurs., August 8

FMB Town Council Management
& Planning Session

@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Genter
The FMB Town Council continues its work to
rebuild FMB at 9am;

see www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov.
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Calendar of Events

Thurs., August 8

Mound House Eco-Kayak Tours

@The Historic Mound House

Explore the winding mangrove creeks and hidden backwaters
of the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve on this 2-hour tour. The MH
provides all equipment; ages 12 & up, weather-permitting and
participants must wear shoes and bring water. The Eco-Kayak
Tours are every Wednesday through Saturday from 9 to 11am.
$50-per-person including MH admission with reservations
necessary at www.moundhouse.org.

Thurs., August 8

FMB Chamber Membership Luncheon

@Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery

Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a scrumptious lun-
cheon from Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery and enjoy
a presentation from Eric Eikenberg of “Everglades Restoration”
from 11:30am to 1pm. Lightning Restoration sponsors this
month’s luncheon. $30 members & $40 prospective members;
see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Fri., August 9

lyengar Yoga with Susan Carter

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Focus on creating space and alignment in the body and the careful
sequencing of poses EVERY Friday with Susan at 9:15am. No
reservations necessary; classes cost $15 with discounts available
if you pre-pay for ten. For information see www.FMBGOV.com.

Friday, August 9

Shell Mound Tours

@The Historic Mound House

Discover the archaeology and history of the Mound House and
learn clues uncovered about this 1,600-year-old shell mound
on this 30-minute tour every Wednesday through Saturday

at 10am, Noon & 2pm. This hands-on tour explores the en-
vironment and cultural history of the site and features replica
artifact demonstrations. $5-per-person plus MH admission;
see www.moundhouse.org.

Saturdays, August 10 & 17
“American Boating Course”

@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom

This 2-day, 8-hour basic boating class includes
Florida navigation rules and how to deal with
water emergencies. $65-per-person & $20 each
additional person from 8:15am to Noon; see www.
schps.com.

Thurs., August 15

FMB Chamber “Business After Hours”
@'The Roxie” at Times Square

Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time while
sponsors Extreme Florida Roofing, Lake Michigan
Credit Union, and Waste Management provide
delicious complimentary appetizers and a cash bar
from 5:30 to 7pm. Members FREE & $15 perspec-
tive members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Fri., August 23

FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, continues
its work to rebuild FMB at 9am; see www.fortmyers-
beachfl.gov.

Fri. & Sat., August 23 & 24

FSW “Battle of The Beach”
Volleyhall Tournament

@Suncoast Credit Union Arena

The Florida SouthWestern State College Lady
Buccaneers are the reigning 2022 & 2023 Junior
College Volleyball National Champions. They begin
their “three-peat” quest by hosting their annual
“Battle of The Beach” tournament! Friday matches
are at 12:30pm & 5:30pm with Saturdays at 9am &
2pm; $8 to $10-per-person. See www.fswbucs.com

A 4

Fri., August 23 AR\
St. Raphael’s LR
Memorial Garden Dedication -
@St. Raphael's Episcopal Church "
St. Raphael’s invites the FIMB community to '

witness Bishop Doug Scharf ‘s dedication
of their Memorial Garden featuring a plaque
with the names of all the people FMB lost
to lan. The dedication takes place in the
|ate afternoon so for the exact time see
www.straphaglschurch.org or email srec@
comcast.net.

Fri., August 30

Fort Myers Mighty Mussels

v. Clearwater Threshers
@Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports
Complex

The Mighty Mussels, the Low A affiliate

of the Minnesota Twins, take on the
Clearwater Threshers of the Philadelphia
Phillies organization at 7:05pm. Following
the game is the final 2024 fireworks
extravaganza of the 2024 season, so Play
Ball! The Mussels & Threshers meet again
on Saturday, August 31 at 6:05pm with
the regular season concluding on Sunday,
September 1 at Noon; tickets $10 to $17.
See www.mightymussels.com.

Fri., Sept. 6

AND EVERY FRIDAY

Fort Myers Beach Market
@Times Square

This Downtown FMB Market offers fresh
produce, artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing
and more EVERY Friday from 9am to 1pm;
see www.41markets.com.

MOUND HOUSE

Museum open Wednesday to
Saturday, 9:00am to 4:00pm

Closed Sunday to Tuesday
Grounds are open daily from
7:30am to 6:30pm

Parking & Grounds are Free
Museum admission $15 per adult

A picture-perfect setting for Weddings,Receptions,
Anniversaries Meetings, Luncheons, and Holiday Parties

* Explore a 2,000-year-old Calusa Shell
Mound with three acres of native
gardens!

* View ancient, Calusa-made objects that
have been discovered by Archaeologists

© Take a hands-on archaeology tour

© Guided Kayak Eco-Tours — Public Kayak
Launch

® Observation/Fishing Pier S¥ %

Become a Mound House Member!

451 Connecticut St, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
(239) 765-0865 - Dig Deeper at MoundHouse.org

Nunshing
(O JWINDOW
Fashions & Design

PERSONALIZED
WINDOW TREATMENTS

e Shutters & Blinds

e \Woven Woods & Shades
e Cornices & Drapes

e Valances & Toppers

e Re-upholstery & Pillows

e Bedspreads & much more!

Everything from design to install.

We guarantee a professional job every
time! In-Home consultations.

SunshineWindowFashion.com

239-699-2212
SunshineWindowFashion@msn.com
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Community Feature

FMB’S BEST
KEPT SECRET!

- By Gary Mooney,

Beach Elementary School Begins New Year

“It is wonderful to have our entire school family reunited at
the Beach Elementary School (BES) to start the 2024-2025
academic year,” gushes Principal Traci Kohler. “We all look
forward to that feeling of continuity, especially for the kids.”

Traci, who became BES Principal three months before Hurri-
cane lan struck, quips that “they don’t teach you in ‘Principal
School’ how to weather a natural disaster! The students had
only been in class for six weeks when lan hit. My home fortu-
nately suffered minimal damage so | could concentrate on our
students and staff and their families. | soon learned that no oth-
er community anywhere supports their local school like FMB!”

BES staff returns on Friday, August 2, reports Principal Tra-

ci, “for a week of preservice, then the students arrive on
Monday, August 12. All our excellent and caring instruc-
tors return, though a few will switch grades. We still have
some combination classes for Kindergarten and 1st grade
as well as 2nd & 3rd grade, with single classes for 4th &
5th grades. An immediate goal is to increase enrollment to
where we can fully return to the traditional format of one
teacher per grade.”

Principal Traci raves about the BES teachers! “They are
amazing, with a true passion for FMB. Once a teacher joins
our family, they tend to spend the rest of their careers here. A
major reason for that is the unparalleled community support
we receive from the students’ families as well as everyone on
the island, making the BES a truly special place!”

— -

Enjoy Great Food, Fine Spirits,
a Fun Relaxing Waterfront
Atmosphere!

Live Entertainment ¢ Inside and Outside Seating
Book Your Next Event with US!

Open Daily
Sunday - Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-10pm

Save $10 off $30

One offer per group.
Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 08/31/2024

www.NervousNellies.net - 239-999-8077
Boat Dockage | Pet Friendly

11311st St., Fort Myers Beach - Just over the Sky Bridge - First Right and Right Again

12

August 2024



While the teachers, support and custodial staffs return intact,
the BES will add several positions, reports the Principal. “Bri-
ana Sosa joins our team as our para-educator to aid our com-
bo K-1st grade class. We have a new technology specialist
who will support our robotics and coding activities. We hope
to add a once-a-week music instructor and once-per-week
art teacher, along with a two-days-a-week Special Education
instructor and a once-per-week intervention specialist.”

FGCU & Mound House Partnerships

Principal Traci is enthusiastic about a new Florida Gulf
Coast University (FGCU) partnership to create an environ-
mental and marine focus for BES students. “We have excit-
ing partnerships with FGCU’s Water School, along with the
Whitaker Center that provides programs to promote public
awareness of local and global issues related to science, the
environment, engineering and mathematics. BES students
will do all-encompassing studies like following a drop of wa-
ter from the forest through the wetlands and eventually into
the Gulf of Mexico. Our kids will learn about organisms that
live in the water, will test for things like salinity, and study
marine life. On top of that, we will do quarterly field trips to
places like the Vester Marine Science Field Station and Six
Mile Cypress Slough Preserve.”

In conjunction with the FGCU partnership, the BES will work
with the Historic Mound House. “The Mound House will fo-
cus on our local history and environment through programs
like ‘Mound House Water-Wise Wednesdays’ and related
field trips,” explains Principal Traci. “Mound House staff will
come on campus for hands-on activities, so we are excited
not only for these partnerships but others we will cultivate,
like with the Otsego Bay Foundation Marine Science Center
to understand FMB’s biodiversity.”

We’re #1!

Families who do not live on FMB can now send their kids to
the BES. So, why should they? “The BES is the #1-ranked K
through 5th grade Lee County school based on State Prog-
ress Monitoring Assessment data. We have a supportive
and caring staff who love our kids, and our Parent-Teacher
Organization is outstanding! BES class sizes are extraordi-
narily small, so the attention our students receive from their
teachers is awesome! Our after-school program with the ad-
jacent Bay Oaks Recreational Center is top-notch. On top of
all that, we now have a ‘bus hub’ at the San Carlos Boule-
vard Walmart Supercenter where parents can drop off and
pick up their children without ever driving on FMB.”

To Principal Traci, the best part about the BES “is our sup-
portive community that responds to any need we have. The
best example | can give is when it looked like the School
District might permanently close the BES after lan, the entire
island made it clear that for FMB to have a future, it must
keep the BES because we give everyone hope for the fu-
ture. The Beach Elementary School is the best kept secret
on FMB and we must let that secret out!” B

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

DIVERSIFIED

YACHT SERVICES, INC.

751 F»sherrnamWharf Ft. Myers Beach
239.765.8700 « DYSinc.com

SERI/I(ES IN(LUDE

m Qutboard Service Center
® Factory Trained Technicians

m Services, repowers, diagnostics,
electronics installation

W Accessory installation
i.e. power pole and trolling motor

® All major OEM parts for gas
and diesel engines

&= TUNASKIN E

1300 ESTERO BLVD | FORT MYERS BEACH
OPEN DAILY 9:30AM - 8PM
SHOP LOCAL OR ONLINE AT TUNASKIN.CO
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Bg Tammy Garro

e 2 > cups of
all-purpose flour

e 1 tsp baking powder

e /> tsp salt

e 3 squares or 3 ounces
of semisweet chocolate,
chopped

e 1 square or 1-ounce
unsweetened chocolate,
chopped

e 1 cup creamy peanut butter

e > cup butter or
margarine softened

e 1 % cups packed
light brown sugar

e 3 large eggs

e 2 tsp vanilla extract

* 1 package, 6 ounces

semisweet chocolate chips

(1 cup)

Preheat oven to 350°.

In medium bowl, combine
flour, baking powder, and
salt.

In heavy 1-quart saucepan,
melt semisweet and
unsweetened chocolates,
stirring frequently until
smooth.

In large bowl, with mixer at
medium speed, beat peanut
butter, butter, and brown
sugar until light and fluffy
for roughly 2 minutes. Add
eggs and vanilla, mix until
blended. Reduce speed to
low, add in flour mixture just
until blended (dough will

be stiff).

Place 1/3 of dough (about
1-% cups) in a separate
large bowl, stir in melted
chocolate until blended.

With hand, pat half of
remaining peanut butter
dough onto bottom of
ungreased 13” x 9” baking
pan to form a thin layer.

In random patterns, drop
chocolate dough and
remaining plain peanut
butter dough on top

of peanut butter layer

and lightly pat. Sprinkle
chocolate chips on top and
lightly press into dough.

Bake until toothpick inserted
in center comes out clean
(about 25 minutes).

Cool completely in pan or on
wire rack.

When cool, cut lengthwise
into 4 strips, and then cut
each strip crosswise into 6
pieces: yields 24 bars.

If you love to cook, the Fort Myers
Beach Commu-
nity Foundation’s
cookbook, A
Taste of Para-
dise: Favorite
Flavors of Fort
Myers Beach, is
full of delicious
recipes from

the kitchens of
our locals! It

is available for
purchase at

{ Shntde: .;-’:_r}w.f?u-

RS OF
cayORITE FLAVORS
"il_\:]m MYERS BEACH

. e Bk Loy Tt

TS

www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com

We are local design-builders with a unique approach to
homebuilding that has a flare of recreation and entertainment
to maximize the true Beach experience for you and your guests.

We also offer a line of proprietary designs that are

ready to be submitted for permitting.

Nobody can beat our efficiency and pricing!

Our office and showroom is conveniently minutes off the beach located at
10950 Old South Way, just off Summerlin and Pine Ridge Road.
Please schedule a meeting by calling our office at (239) 355-5605.

i

o

Bayside Building has committed to donate a portion of each job’s proceeds to FMBStrong as
our way of assisting in post-storm humanitarian relief as long as it's needed in our area.

BAYSIDE BUILDING

MBS

o~ 1o

Scott Allan Local Developer & Custom Home Builder
Brant Kotel General Contractor — Master Carpenter CBC1263363

(239) 355-5605 * BaysideBuildingFL.com
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PROUD SPONSOR OF FORT MYERS BEACH LIVING!

For the best selection, service and value...Its Gotta Be GAVIN's

YOUR COMPLE TE PROJECT PLACE

o Family Owned
p & O erated
- avm SA

16025 SAN CARI.OS BLVD. » FORT MYERS 239-466-7777

iyl 3 = ""?:—'ﬁ.-i";fm

FREE ASSEMBLY o & DISCOVER A TOOLBOX FULL OF

BCDELiVERY = WAYSRE&f\’,‘EE“E'WKEBSé

i R | & SAVE!

A@E EWARD
“W O MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!

—

HUGE HERE!
SAVINGS!

Gallonof Paint | A\

With Pint Benjamin
Sample Purchase ! cj)ore

Paints premism paint by KILE

CLARK
KENSINGTON

PAINT + PRIMER IN ONE

BY TOANNA GAINES

WRAP UP YOUR KNIVES . . HOME OF ROCK STAR SERVICE

! 1
&HEAD OVERTO Gavin's 4o | Gavin's 4CF & ROCK STAR BRANDS
ﬁ avin's “OE It's Gotta Be Gavin's It's Gotta Be Gavin's Family Owned & Operated Since 1987!

COMPUTERIZED $ 2 5 $1 3 ﬁ Y u
avin's AU
Restor Kofves back to o F F 0 F F ORDER ONLINE

factory edge & polished ANY PURCHASE OF ANY PURCHASE OF &PICK UP IN STORE ITS EASY
B Ch Gavin's Ace Fort M C 3

to perfection! $100 OR MORE $50 OR MORE S e

EI = oot oneber raegerorsig | oo on b o v ACEHARDWARE.COM

Of Regularly Priced Items Of $100 Or Regularly Priced Items Of $50 Or More.

More. Not To Be Combined With Other Not To iﬁ:'x‘bé?‘i‘:w;:;:g:r Offers. Fo RT MYE Rs CAP E CORAI.

Offers. Valid at either

Gavin's Ace Location. GAVI'S AC Loomtion 16025 San Carlos Blvd. | 290 Nicholas Pkwy. NW

S, Valid with FMB LIVING coupon only. o, P 5 239-466-7777 239'945'6223

X
resharm %, 5, BEST OF MULTI YEAR WINNER!

THE EVOLUTION DF SHARP NEWSPRESS * OBSERVER * BREEZE « JD POWER

gavinsacehardware.com
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FORTMYERS BEACH -
- STRONGER \/.Wlmg

v

A Marina that fits all your needs!

MOSS MAR I NA - Conveniently located in the heart of downtown Fort

Myers Beach, surrounded by the rich history of Estero
FORT MYERS BEACH Island & some of the world'’s best waterways.

- Walking distance to the beach, shopping & the
famous Times Square.

- Local restaurants & bars a stroll away, with The Rude
Shrimp Co. located here on site.

“It’s a lifestyle, Stay awhile!
1 Manitou Sales Dealer 1 Dry Storage
I, Mercury, Suzuki & Minnkota  }, Service Department
Sales & Service 1, Fuel Docks

I wet slips

\ OUTLAW (2 mercury MINN KOTA

- CHARTERS
Inshore Fishing

Offerng 4. 6. and 8 hour charters
as well'as sunset cruises

Contact Info

(239) 994-1238

crecswii@gmail. com

450 Harbor Court

CALL TO BOOK: (239) 628-0534 Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
r yers Beach, FL 339

Check ‘soebook: Qutlaw Charters Fart Myers Deach

Check our website for local
activities held at Moss Marina
www.MossMarina.com

450 Harbor Court, FMB
26°27'23."N, 81°57'20."W
(239) 765-6677 ;

Open daily 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 239-365-9900 =
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