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HUGE INVENTORY
CRAFTED COMFORT IN STOCK READY TO DELIVER

) DESIGNED TO OUTSHIN
LGMDCCI'EI& Luxurious outdoor furniture built{for
lasting peace of mind.

* Weather-resistant
fabric and a durable OPEN

poly frame M-Sat 10AM-5PM | Sunday 10AM-2
UV Stabilized Color :

* Environmentally
Friendly

» Will Not Deteriorate

* Made in the USA

LuxCraft premium
poly outdooffurniture:
» Deck and Patio Chairs

« Lounge Chairs SAVE 10% TODAY!

« Outdoor Deep Seating Expires 04.30.2025 + One offer per cus
Sofa & Chairs
« Dining Furniture

» Adirondack Chairs SHOWROOMS
and Gliders 16100 San Carlos Blvd., Fort Myers | 239.2
« Fire tables & Fire pits 437 Cape Coral Pkwy E.,Cape Coral | 239.¢
www.fabritechoutdoorfurniture.com

LuxCraft furniture is Made In The USA and features a limited lifetime residential warranty.

NEW SCREEN INSTALLATION

Custom Residential Screen Enclosures ¢ Re-screening Pool Cages And Lanais ¢ Replace

CALL US TODAY! 239-722-5565 or 941-393-0100

og;w Fabri-Tech’s Design and Construction Team will gladly come to your home or business
- to offer you a non-obligation design quote.

Fabri-Tech’s design team is customer-oriented and will mindfully assist you
in creating an expanded outdoor living space for you to enjoy.

FOR DESIGN AND COLOR IDEAS « WWW.FABRITECHSCREE
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An independently owned community magazine.

PUBLISHER. . ... ... Sandy Sandness

239-222-0129 « ssandness@bestversionmedia.com
CONTENT COORDINATOR. ... ... R TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS  FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

-898- « gmooney@bestversionmedia.com
9AM-1PM 9AM-1PM

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER . . . . .. .. Sandy Sandness 7205 Estero Blvd, FMB 401 3rd St, FMB
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Phone 1239-222-0129

FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS [ P
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear "f
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month, 3
6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoug hts, ideas and
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submis sions
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a
maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

5 —_'By Gary Mooney. -
'SUDOKU RULESE
‘-Each_’row__must c_ﬁin the d|g|ts

; -Each'. column must contain t gdl‘giits 1+9
' ,-Each box must contaln the'digits 1-9.

——

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:
Emergency: 911

Lee County Sheriff's Of ce: 239-477-1000 9
FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202 2 1 3
FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162
Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275 4 9 5 8
Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356
FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914 9
Trash Collection: 239-334-1224

Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885
CenturyLink: 239-335-3111 8 1 9 4 '
Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277
FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500 G 2 3

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, a dvertisements and 3 s ' 4
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or rep resent the views of
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible

for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of '
materials generated or composed through arti cial intelligence (Al). All content
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2025 Best
Version Media. All rights reserved. 4
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Answers on page 8

Enjoy Food & Drink
Full Menu Available

239.333.4386

at our Patio or Swing Bar YucatanBeachStand.com
Open Daily 11am ¢ LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Fort Myers Beaeh LIVING L



Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
~ patients with all medical options in a caring
of ce environment,

medicine, imaging

rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries
and Sports Medicine

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction

and Rehabiliation

www.gardnerorthopedics.com
Prompt appointments available for urgent care.

Restorative & v

Anti-Aging Clinic

 Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
* Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement
 Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

* B-12 Injection Packages

* L.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

* OBAGI Skincare Products * Blue Peel Packages
* Botox ¢ Xeomin ¢ Belotero ¢ Radiesse ¢Volbella

* Voluma ¢ Juvederm ¢ Kybella

Give us a call today to discuss how we
can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery

Aileen Padilla, DO
Specializing in Physical Medicine

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK

offering regenerative
services, physical medicine,

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint
Replacement, and Sports
Medicine

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Ft. Myers, FL 33916

NOW OFFERING!

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: in ammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxi cation, increases energy
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

Schedule your drip today!

— Gardner Orthopedics
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Happy Easter! Saturday, April 12, is “Vegas Night,” sponsored

Easter Sunday is April 20 and as we all know, Wg he FMB Community Foundation, at Diamond

. . i d Beach Resort at 6:30 p.m. This was a loca
13 I'H

Is the unofficial end of "Season!” The windup Hytu;f‘av&ﬂte last year and tickets to this longtime FMB

n

began a few weeks ago, as Season ends in layets. . . :
first group to depart occurred at the end of Mar%!v raiser are $100 per person. While you enjoy th

. . dsino-style gaming tables, scrumptious heavy ho
when t_he Spring Tre_umng fans of the Boston Red %)%uvresy Ii\?e mugic and dancing savory d()e/ss
and Minnesota Twins headed North. Around th@if Set and the terrific array of wonderful prizé an
Hs

same time, Spring Break vacations ended, as -cation” packages, remember that this fuadrais

and college students get ready for the home str, . . .
of their academic years. After that are the thasis I%?ps the FMB Community Foundation to continue

of area Grandmas who want to be home in time 8rr}tributions as well as providing local studettis w
Easter and the Grandpas who return for the star:‘%o :

. . .much-needed scholarships funds.
their golf leagues. Finally comes the constakietric
of Seasonals who leave for their Summer homes, wigpeaking of beloved FMB institutions, please
the majority gone by the Memorial Day Holidegontinue to support our advertisers because we
Weekend. By Easter, however, we mostly havecamnot deliveFort Myers Beach LIVING you
island home all to ourselves again! free of charge without them. When you do visit, let

. hem know th w their in our m zin
April features the return of two FMBlnstltutlons,tItg © ow that you saw their ad in our magazine

rst full month of the Fort Myers Beach Public Libra@%\ we can continue to provide you with this oriigina
. . tertainment each month!
re-opening! If you missed the Grand Re-Opening
Ceremony on March 16th, make sure to stop in andHappy Easter,” & Have An Awesome Beach Day!
see all the beautiful new features added and the famous
elevator with one of the most elusive parts in the wops &M&W
Check out a book or movie; add a few pieces of | &Mﬂﬁ
community jigsaw puzzle; see the fantastic new m
Publisher
Fort Myers Beach LIVING
239-222-0129

in the Children’s Area; and stroll through its marvelof
ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

collection of eclectic exhibits and displaysakdpe
all islanders when | say that we are stoked tohieavel§l
FMB Public Library open again.

i | |

Wendy Matura

wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0 (239)463-5200

INSURANCE SERVICES

We've weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our
*ODGLROXV RIEFH EHORZ

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! N

HOME « FLOOD « AUTO « CONDO « BOAT

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 3390 8 « wwww.trustrti.com

2 vl-"} » -3 '.. f'ﬂ . .
Beach LIVING ' ’ 9 . “f . 5

benefit island nonprofits through their generousf
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This is Our Home!
dHeidi & Buiser ~Gungwintle

- By Gary Mooney, Photos by Sandy Sandness and Heidi & Bruiser Jungwirth -

Heidi and Bruiser Jungwirth are from the
Badger State of Wisconsin. “I am origi-
nally from Marsh eld,” says Heidi, with
Bruiser adding that he is from Oshkosh.
As for his unique moniker, “Bruiser’ is
obviously not my real name but | prefer
to keep it to myself; only a few people
know my real name!”

They rst met while working for FedEx
Ground but their real relationship began
at a party. “Heidi has bright red hair so
you couldn’t miss her,” recalls Bruiser.
“Friends threw a party but | already had
another date for that evening. After my
date went home, | went to the party and
Heidi was there. We struck up a conver-
sation and the rest is history!” They mar-
ried in 2010 in Eagle River, Wisconsin, at
the Butternut Lake Lodge, and they lived
in Eagle River until relocating to FMB in
2012.

Bruiser began visiting FMB all the way
back in 1985 and always enjoyed it.
Back home, however, was a different
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story. “lI worked a FedEx Ground route
during some horrible winters, near Lake
Superior where it would snow for up to 28
days in a row,” he recollects. “Finally, in
2012, | had enough of that and we decid -
ed to relocate to Florida. At rst, we were
looking in the Pensacola area but discov -
ered that it can still get really cold there
and sometimes even snow so we wanted
someplace further south than that. | said
that we should check out FMB, as | had
been coming here since the 1980s and
always liked it.”

“Unlike Bruiser, that was my rst time
seeing FMB,” adds Heidi, “and for me,
it was love at rst sight! While waiting for
our rental car, we received a job offer so
that told us that this was meant to be.”
They began managing the Surf & Us
Beach Resort, then eventually opened
their own vacation rental business.

Anywhere in Ten Minutes
Bruiser and Heidi live in the Bayside
Estates, just off FMB. “We were on the

island until July of 2022, so just two
months before lan,” Heidi says. “We be -
gan by renting at Bayside, then liked it
so much that we decided to buy. | love
this area because it seems like we can
get to wherever we want to go in ten min-
utes! We are right down from the beach
and close to the grocery store and some
terri ¢ restaurants. Buying here checked

a lot of boxes.”

“| still go to the beach every day so this
neighborhood is convenient for me,”
adds Bruiser. “Bayside Estates is getting
better every day, just like the beach is
getting better every day, but both remain
works in progress. We would like to live
on FMB again at some point in the future
but it would have to be the right oppor -
tunity.” “I don’t know about that,” laughs
Heidi. “I'd say the odds for me are 50/50;
you just don’t know anymore and | am
not alone in feeling that way.”

As to if they have any apprehensions
about living so close to the Gulf, “we are
not afraid,” says Bruiser. “I happen to
think that another storm like lan will not
hit FMB for 20 years or more; it was more
of a uke than a pattern.” “Even though

we live on a canal, | feel pretty safe
here,” agrees Heidi. “I do admit, howev -
er, that it is now more stressful being a
homeowner than when we were renters.”

The Need is Still There

Heidi manages FMB Strong at 820
Buttonwood Drive, the local nonpro t
founded by survivors of Hurricane lan,
dedicated to helping fellow lan survi -
vors, along with those impacted by oth -
er disasters. “I love what | do because
| get to help people every day and see
that we are changing their lives for the
better; that we really do make a positive
difference. | have been with FMB Strong
from our rst day. Our vacation rental
of ce was in 820 Buttonwood that was
mostly a golf cart rental building back
then. Almost immediately after lan, the
owner, Tim Ryan, began FMB Strong
and it was chaotic. Tim said to me that
he needs someone who can jump right
in and get everything not only up and
running, but running smoothly, so |
jumped right in!”

April 2025
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More than two years after lan, “unfortunately, the need is still
there,” she explains. “It even picked up more after Helene and

Milton last year. You repair your home and along comes an -
other ood and you are down on your luck again. Just when it

seems like things are getting back to a sense of normalcy and

people think they can breathe a little easier, something else
always seems to come along.”

Bruiser keeps his foot in the rental property business along
with doing odd jobs here and there. “I'm a ‘Grunt Man,’” he
laughs! “The property management business is way different
than before lan. Back then, we had 37 units and that dropped
all the way down to three. Today it is back up to six.”

“We Like Beer!”

Bruiser’s “hobby” is brewing his own beer. “We like beer,” ex -
claims Heidi! “I began doing my own microbrewing about 10
years ago,” explains Bruiser. “I came up with the ‘Lazy Coco -
nut Brewing Company,” along with Tre Gillette of the former
‘Tuckaway Café’ and FMB Mayor Dan Allers, that we were just
getting ready to open inside the ‘“Tuckaway’ on the island but
then lan happened. Folks seem to like our beer way more than
anything they buy from the store.”

Such as Special Place

Heidi is a member of the Fort Myers Beach Woman’s Club as
well as the FMB Community Foundation. “They are phenome-
nal clubs but of course it is the members who make them phe -
nomenal. My fellow members are an amazing group of people
who are always there for the island community, through thick
and thin.” Bruiser volunteers at FMB Strong “all the time, but
sometimes it is not ‘volunteer;’ it is ‘Volun-Told!” They give
back to their community for a simple reason: “This is our home
and you do that for your home,” philosophizes Bruiser.

When they contemplate what Fort Myers Beach will look like
ve years, ‘I think that it will be pretty cool,” Bruiser says en -
thusiastically. “There will be more restaurants on the beach
and more things to do. As for the trafc, it is what it is and

there is nothing you can do about it so deal with it. FMB will
probably no longer be a quaint little beach town anymore and

there will be a lot of big condominiums and hotels but there

will still be neighborhoods too so it will be a nice mixture. |
think it will be pretty cool when most of the rebuilding is done.”

“There will be a lot more tall buildings,” predicts Heidi, “so |

hope FMB does not lose its smalltown charm. This community
shows such resilience and that is a wonderful testament to its
people; they are what make it such a special place.”

On that, Heidi and Bruiser agree: “We stay here because of
the people,” he offers. “We have so many friends and every -
one we meet are terri c. It's not the architecture that makes a

town but its people.” “FMB has a true sense of community and

that is why we are still here,” concludes Heidi. “There are other
places in which we could live but the people and their sense

of community keep us here.” Q

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
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Heidi and Bruiser are from the Badger StateonsW,isdth she from Marshfield and he
from Oshkosh.

Bruiser began visiting FMB in the 1980s whildeflerdiove with it at first sight in 2012!
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from page 3

museum that displays Calusa artifacts, interactMendays, April 7 & 21
exhibits and the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old

underground shell mound attraction. Wednesdagsiown Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

through Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with Groundse FMB Town Council continues its work to
daily from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adults $15, rebuild FMB at 9 a.m.;

Students $8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & under free;gge www.fortmyersbeach .gov.
Grounds free.

EVERY DAY See www.moundhouse.org. Mondays, April 7 & 21

@FMB Public Library to Bowditch Point Park  Wednesday, April 2 @Parrot Key Caribbean Grill

The FREE LeeTran Beach Tram runs every 35 The largest FREE FMB Car Show concludes this
minutes 7 days a week from the FMB Public ~ @The Island Pancake House month, with the two April shows the nal ones

Library to Bowditch Point Park and back, with ttiain the best club on the entire island! Food & drigk2024. Enjoy music, food and prizes while
rst tram each day leaving from the FMB Libraryfor purchase from the restaurant and all are welcaf@yeling at these fantastic cars! 3 to 6 p.m.;
at 9:30 a.m. and the last departing Bowditch  at 6:30 p.m.; see www.fmb-wc.org. see www.myparrotkey.com.

Point at 10:35 p.m. See www.leegov.com.

_ Thursday, April 3 Tuesday, April 8

Monday Through Friday
@Kava Culture

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends at@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center
As of press time, The Bay Oaks Recreational CEava Culture for networking with complimentary The FMB LP’A appointed by Town Council
ter remains closed following Hurricanes Helenecdffee, tasty breakfast items and free kava samplg&mmueS its V\’IOI‘k to rebuild EMB at 9 a.m !
Milton. To learn its current status, from 8 to 9:30 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach.or%ee www.fortmyersbeach .gov. o
see www.fortmyersbeach .org. ’ R

Friday & Saturday, April 4 & 5

Tuesday, April 8
AND EVERY FRIDAY &

@FMB Public Library SATURDAY THROUGH MAY
Bay Oaks hosts this incredible “After School ’
Program” for Beach Elementary School student I @Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports
. @Santlnl Marina Plaza c I
EVERY Monday through Friday throughout the Hurricanes Helene & Milton forced the relocation i ;
academic year from 2 to 6 p.m., with games, this D : FMB Market to Santini Marina Pl Phe Mighty Mussels, the Low A af liate of the
snacks & homework time. $125 for EMB IS Downtown arket to santini Marina Plagannesota Twins, take on the Tampa Tarpons of
. e . The FMB Market offers fresh produce, artisan foqfls, New York Yankees organization in the rst
residents & $175 for non-residents for the entire t fts. clothi d EVERY Friday & g
school year! gr f cdra ?hc 0 rllnl\gll anf morge o1 n ayT of 66 home games for 2025 at 7:05 p.m.! The
aturday through May from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To Vgfifisels & Tarpons play through Sunday, April
the location, see www.41markets.com. 13, with weekdays at 7:05 p.m., Saturday at 6:05

Tuesday, April 1 p.m. & Sunday at 12:05 p.m.; tickets $11 to $14.

AND EVERY TUESDAY & Friday & Saturday, April 4 & 5 For details see www.mightymussels.com.
THURSDAY THROUGH MAY AND EVERY FRIDAY &
SATURDAY THROUGH MAY Wednesday, April 9

@Santini Marina Plaza
This FMB South End Market offers fresh produce, .
. . Moss Marina

artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more vor scrumptious food items, along with lovel i
EVERY Tuesday & Thursday through May from ptiou: ' g Y a8Sown Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center

: crafts, every Friday and Saturday at 450 Old Same FMB Town Council continues its work to
a.m. to 1 p.m.; see www.41markets.com. -

Carlos Boulevard through May from 9 a.m. to 1 pilBhuild FMB at 9 a.m.;

Wednesday, April 2 see www.mossmarina.com. see www.fortmyersbeach .gov.
Saturdays, April 5 & 12 Thursday, April 10
@The Historic Mound House @San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom

Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest Ty 5_day, 8-hour basic boating class includes @Margaretaville Beach Resort FMB
standing structure on FMB. Itis a multi-level ggriga navigation rules and how to deal with WalSEin v our FMB Chamber friends to savor a
emergencies. $65-per-person & $20 each additiogaﬁumptious luncheon from Margaritaville

person from 8:15 a.m. to Noon; see www.scbps.qgjfi while listening to Jenn Walla from the Lee

. N _ County VCB from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Grand
1/8 /3|91 6|25 Sunday, April 6 Aire Services sponsors the April Luncheon. $32
2|1 (5|7 4 3|96 AND EVERY SUNDAY members & $42 prospective members;
¢lalalalelalels _ see www.fortmyersbeach.org.
— - @Bayside Park
el i S Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local Thursday, April 10
8 3 7|69 s5|al2 musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts
; | 2lel s slsls frqm.4 to 7 p.m.! Apri! 6: “Soapy Tuna; April 13; @Fort Myers United Church of Christ
I “Limited Edition”; April 20: “Guilty Pleasure”; & Bring a dish to share as well as your own
9|2 8|36 7|1|4a April 27: *Riverside.” See www.fortmyersbeach.ofgensils, plate, cup, & beverage, as the FMBAA
3/ s(a|l1|8 9|67
1/ 7|65 2 als s
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provides the coffee & dessert. The potluck begins at Noon followed b,
Membership Meeting with the election of the 2025-26 Of cers. The F
United Church of Christ is at 8210 College Parkway and all are welcol
see www.fortmyersbeachart.com. |

Friday, April 11

@Lovers Key State Park i
The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and informs visitors abo
Lovers Key habitats through interactive displays Wednesday through )
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The W&DC is FREE with the park entry R&day, April 20
see www.friendso overskey.org. HAPPY EASTER!

Saturday, April 12 Wednesday, April 23

@The Historic Mound House

@DiamondHead Beach Resort Discover the archaeology and history of the Mound House and learn clues
Enjoy the Casino-style gaming tables, screavytiooisIu'oeuvres, uncovered about this 1,600-year-old shell mound on this 30-minute tour ev
live music and dancing, savory dessert heffetrndatray of won- Wednesday through Saturday at 10 a.m., Noon & 2 p.m. This hands-on tou
derful prize and “stay-cation” packages. TisfMByGoundation plores the environment and cultural history of the site and features replica
provides generous contributions to island asnpeb &s to its schol- demonstrations. $5-per person plus MH admission; see www.moundhouse.org.
arship fund. $100-per-person, 6:30 to 11:8énpm ifformation or
to purchase tickets, see www.fmbcommunitgfmundation Wednesday, April 23
Monday, April 14 @To Be Announced

The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s leading philanthropic
@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife organization, so join in on the fun from 5 to 7 p.m.; for the location, see www.

An in-depth look at what the animal patients experience, from intake tfnbcommunityfoundation.com.
release, including the hospital and treatment process. The 90-minute tour

is Monday through Friday at 11 a.m.; $25-per-person with advance regis-
tration and payment necessary at 239-472-3644, x-229 or reservations@
crowclinic.org.

Wednesday, April 16

@The Historic Mound House

Explore the winding mangrove creeks and hidden backwaters of the
Bay Aquatic Preserve on this 2-hour tour. The MH provides all equip
ages 12 & up, weather permitting and participants must wear shoes apd
bring water. The Eco-Kayak Tours are every Wednesday through Satiirday
from 9 to 11 a.m. $50-per-person including MH admission with reservg-
tions necessary at www.moundhouse.org.

Wednesday, April 16

@The Island Pancake House
The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s leading philanthropic
organization, so join in on the fun from 5to 7 p.m; I u n H s I( I n
see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.
1300 ESTERO BLVD | FORT MYERS BEACH
OPEN DAILY 9:30AM - 8PM
SHOP LOCAL OR ONLINE AT TUNASKIN.CO

Thursday, April 17

@Buffalo Grill
Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time at Buffalo Grill, adjacerjt

to Times Square, while enjoying savory appetizers and a cash bar from f k'VE

5:30 to 7 p.m. Members FREE & $16 for perspective members; see www. M crazy

fortmyersbeach.org. Yl cooD
DAY

Friday, April 18

@Lovers Key State Park

Join a park ranger on a guided hike along the Black Island Trail from
11:30 a.m. Free with park entry fee but reservations required at
www.friendso overskey.org.

Fort Myers Beach LIVING 9




Community Events

FMB Public Library Reop

Community Treasure Survives lan

“The beloved Fort Myers Beach Public
Library reopened on Sunday, March 16,
almost 2-1/2 years after Hurricane lan,”
relates Jan Fleming, the Secretary of
the Board of Directors for “The Friends
of the FMB Public Library.” “We waited
a long time for that magical day!”

Jan explains the main reasons for the

lengthy delay. “The primary one was
the signi cant repairs necessary to the

10

- by Gary Mooney -

FMB Library’s signature elevator. The
Library must be in ADA-compliance,
even if many of our patrons could use
the staircase, or we would be a liability
risk. A further complication arose be -
cause the company that installed the
elevator is no longer in business so we
had to nd another one, and then it took
a long time to acquire the necessary
parts. Anyone who lives in an FMB con-
dominium knows the struggles of reacti -

vating elevators, as some island condos
have yet to repairs theirs. While it was
frustrating for our patrons, no one want-
ed to reopen the Library faster than our
fantastic staff.”

In addition to the elevator repairs, the
Library required an extensive mitiga -
tion process. “The mitigation team dis -
covered a small leak in the roof, but
fortunately little water came inside the

' Enjoy Great Food, Fine Spit
a Fun Relaxing Waterfron

Atmosphere!

Live Entertainment ¢ Inside and Outside Seating
Book Your Next Event with US!

Open Daily

Sunday - Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-10pm

6DYH R~

2QH R HU SHU JURXS

1RW YDOLG ZLWK DQ\ RWKHU

Expires 04/30/2025

www.NervousNellies.net « 239-999-8077
Boat Dockage | Pet Friendly

over the Sky Bridge « First Right and Rig
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