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HUGE INVENTORY

CRAFTED COMFORT IN STOCK READY TO DELIVER

(XOUNDOOR
S LIVING:

DESIGNED TO OUTSHIN

[cuxCraft Luxurious outdoor furniture built for
lasting peace of mind.

= \Weather-resistant

fabric and a durable OP EN

poly frame M-Sat 10AM-5PM | Sunday 10AM-2PM
= UV Stabilized Color :

= Environmentally
Friendly

= Will Not Deteriorate

= Made in the USA

LuxCraft premium
poly outdooffurniture:

= Deck and Patio Chairs
- Lounge Chairs SAVE 10% TO DIA\Y|
< Outdoor Deep Seating Expires 05.31.2025 = One offer per customer

Sofa & Chairs

= Dining Furniture SHOWROOMS

= Adirondack Chairs
and Gliders 16100 San Carlos Blvd., Fort Myers | 239.204.5809

437 Cape Coral Pkwy E.,Cape Coral | 239.443.5473

 Fire tables & Fire pits ’ _
www.fabritechoutdoorfurniture.com

LuxCraft furniture is Made In The USA and features a limited lifetime residential warranty.

NEW SCREEN INSTALLATION

Custom Residential Screen Enclosures = Re-screening Pool Cages And Lanais = Replacement Screening

CALL US TODAY! 239-722-5565 or 941-393-0100

ﬂg;w Fabri-Tech’s Design and Construction Team will gladly come to your home or business
' '- to offer you a non-obligation design quote.

Fabri-Tech’s design team is customer-oriented and will mindfully assist you
in creating an expanded outdoor living space for you to enjoy.

FOR DESIGN AND COLOR IDEAS « WWW.FABRITECHSCREE
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FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear 4
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month,

- By Gary Mooney- -

6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoug hts, ideas and SUDOKU RULES:

photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submis sions

must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a Each row must contain the dlgItS 1-9.
maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right Each column must contain the digitS 1-0.

to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

Each box must contain the digits 1-9.
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:

Emergency: 911
Lee County Sheriff's Of ce: 239-477-1000 1 3 8
FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202 4 2 s
FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162
Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275 6 2 7
Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356
FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914

Trash Collection: 239-334-1224 5 ‘ 9
Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111 s 1
Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277

FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500 7 3 5
Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, a dvertisements and 4 s 1

advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or rep resent the views of
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of 1 5 9
materials generated or composed through arti cial intelligence (Al). All content
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2025 Best
Version Media. All rights reserved. s 2 8

Answers on page 8

Enjoy Food & Drink
Full Menu Available

Vi
Vi

239.333.4386
at our Patio or Swing Bar YucatanBeachStand.com
Open Daily 11am ¢ LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Fort Myers Beach LIVING



Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
patients with all medical options in a caring

of ce environment, offering regenerative
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine,
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

So you can get: back to doing the things yu love!

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS Robert Martinez, MD ABOS
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,
and Sports Medicine Aileen Padilla, DO ;r;d II;g:;eAI:'f[thnsdcosp)gr\t]slnt

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS Specializing in Physical Medicine P ’ P

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma and Rehabiliation Medicine
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction

_ 239-277-7070
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Prompt appointments available for urgent care. Ft. Myers, FL 33916

N H

Restorative &
Anti-Aging-Elinic

Are you struggling with the middle age blues?

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not
meeting the expected potential of the “younger”
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see
fine wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

 Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management

* Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement

 Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

* B-12 Injection Packages

¢ |.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

* OBAGI Skincare Products  Blue Peel Packages

* Botox « Xeomin ¢ Belotero « Radiesse *Volbella

* VVoluma ¢ Juvederm ¢ Kybella

The I\/Iyers Cocktall

IV Nutrition Therapy

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: in ammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxi cation, increases energy

Give us a call today to discuss how we levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK

Schedule your drip today!

— Gardner Orthopedics
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Letter to Residents

' Hello Friends & Neighbors!

We cover quite a bit of ground in this month’s In addition to all of us FMB residents, business
edition of FMB LIVING Magazine!” You will find owners, employees and tourists, our Loggerhea
our cover story this month on Joy and Kevin Sallisea turtles require clean water, particularly no
to be fun and entertaining. The Sullivans are fitimat we are entering our six-month stretch ofeturtl
believers in giving back to the FMB community, likesting season from May 1 through October 31.
so many of our friends and neighbors. Eve Haverfield and her unbelievable band of ¢terrifi

In this month’s “Chamber Chatter.” FMB\&EIunteers make “Turtle Time, Inc.” one of Fort

Chamber President Jacki Liszak chronicles tH& ™ ECEEUS mest Brlovee) insiiitens]

Chamber’s visit to Tallahassee, where they spol@&peaking of beloved FMB institutions, please

face-to-face with many of Southwest Florida’'®élecbontinue support our advertisers because we cann

leaders at the 25th annual “Southwest Florakdiverort Myers Beach LIVING to you free of charge

Days” at the State Capital. While there are liyeravithout them. When you do visit, let them know that

thousands of bills under consideration by thedBloou saw their ad in our magazine so we can continugsss’
< Legislature, our Southwest Florida contingeatprovide you with this original entertainmenheac §

m stressed the need for our state leaders to catinoenth! e

fund Clean Water initiatives so that we never agai

. . _H Mother’s Day to all the M tth e,
have to endure 2018’s twin water crisis of Red Té%%ggpyMao lirzmda)(;nolv?ondae l\c/)lr;szog talféeti(::e ¢
and Blue-Green Algae. y, May 11, y, May 26,

on Memorial Day to remember all the Veterans who
Following along that same line, The Evergladesie the ultimate sacrifice for all of us.

Foundatlon_ provided us with a tremendous featurq_'(,jwe An Awesome Beach Day!

that chronicles all the excellent work they do to e

ensure that our water remains clean now and into j .Mf

the future. Toward the end of the article, Thes 2 A

Everglades Foundation lists five items that eve %W TR

one of us can do to keep our water clean. As _

all learned in 2018, Clean Water is EVERY THING Publisher

to Fort Myers Beach! It is our health, econom Fort Myers Beach LIVING
239-222-0129
ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

tourism, and business foundation — without it,
are just a 7-mile crescent of sand.

Wendy Matura
wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0 (239)463-5200

INSURANCE SERVICES

Weive weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our

Gladiolus of ce below A | L Y ’ » : .
f!v» ’ , :
SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME / v | “ —
£ _ LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! - - w7 o N WY 2 :
HOME « FLOOD = AUTO » CONDO = BOAT s (e F SRR

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 33908 « wwww.trustrti.com

1B

; ¥ k. ._;..
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Kevin & Joy Sullivan are Committed to FMB

- By Gary Mooney, Photos by Sandy Sandness and Joy & Kevin Sullivan -

“I grew up in Cincinnati but once | at-
tended the University of Indiana, | nev-
er returned,” laughs Joy Sullivan! “After
graduating and eventually marrying
Kevin, we lived in Indianapolis for ten
years, then relocated to Chicago for the
next thirty.” “I was born in South Bend,”
relates Kevin. “Dad settled there after
returning from his service in the Second
World War and the Korean War and | be-
came his fourth son. We lived on the No-
tre Dame campus, in the area that now
houses the Joyce Center. When | was

“The natural beauty of FMB, combined with its people, make this island the world’s most

wonderful place!”

6

three, we moved to Terra Haute where
Dad practiced law. | left to attend Indiana
University as well, but Joy and | did not
meet there. After graduating, | moved to
Indianapolis to work for Indiana Bell Tele-
phone Company and it was through that
where | encountered Joy.”

They met at a Marketing Department pro-
motion-party “and it was love at first sight
for me,” enthuses Kevin! “Joy was with a
friend of mine and | moseyed over to meet
her.” “l was in the Accounting Department

so we crashed the Marketing Department
party,” Joy adds. “l won't say it was love
at first sight for me, but Kevin immediately
intrigued me.” They dated for roughly two
years and when it came time to propose,
“| did so at the same bar where we met,”
Kevin proudly recalls!

Joy and Kevin married on June 19, 1982,
with their reception at the Eli Lilly House
& Gardens Museum in Indianapolis, “and
it was gorgeous,” says Joy. “Our wed-
ding date became so significant,” Kevin
observes, “that the Federal Government
now commemorates it as a national hol-
iday so the entire nation can celebrate
with us!” After marrying, they received
promotions and moved to the Chicago
suburb of Barrington where they helped
to build up Ameritech after the divesti-
ture of AT&T.

After working for the Telephone Com-
pany for 20 years, Joy moved on to JP-
Morgan Chase for another 20 years be-
fore retiring, saying that “40 years was
enough!” Kevin eventually formed his
own Management Consulting agency,
“working with Fortune 50 companies with
strategic program management, to help
them decompose, fund, launch, staff
and measure their strategic initiatives.”

The Sullivans have two sons: Patrick lives
in Chicago with his wife Coleen and their
three sons, James who is 6, 4-year-old
Benjamin and Harrison who is two. Kyle
resides in the state of Oregon with wife
Amanda and their two children, 2-year-
old Brynn and 9-month-old Beckett.

i ¥)4. of Sisns
Joy and Kevm married on June 19, 1982, with their reception at the Eli Lilly House & Gardens
Museum in Indianapolis, “and it was gorgeous,” says Joy
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Resident Feature

The Hidden Gem of FMB

While Joy was “love at first sight” for Kevin, that was not
his initial impression of FMB. “We vacationed here roughly
25 years ago and it did not infatuate me. The parents of
some of our best friends, however, lived at the Palms of
Bay Beach so we went to visit them and that immediately
changed everything! | grew up vacationing in the Florida
Keys and always thought that we would eventually buy a
second home there but when we walked into the Palms and
saw that beautiful Estero Bay view, we agreed that FMB was
not only a mini-Florida Key but it came with a 7-mile stretch
of sugar white sand as well as being about a ten-mile drive
from around a hundred golf courses. Shortly thereafter, in
2004 and about a week prior to Hurricane Charlie, | bought
us a place in the Palms, even before Joy could even see it
for herself.” “Kevin picked a great unit,” Joy concludes: “It is
21 years later and we are still in it!”

The Sullivans rave about the Palms. “We call the Palms ‘The
Hidden Gem of FMB,” explains Joy. “Our views are spectacu-
lar, with a huge pool, and when we are not in Season, we have
easy access to Bonita Springs and the mainland.” “The Palms
is on a stunningly beautiful 13 acres and that is a decent piece
of land for FMB,” Kevin relates. “We have a magnificent view of
Big Carlos Pass and whenever we travel, all we do is close the
hurricane shutters and go.”

Committed to The Island

Joy volunteers on the Town'’s Bay Oaks Recreational Center Ad-
visory Board (BORCAB) as well as being a member of the FMB
Community Foundation and the FMB Woman’s Club. “Sadly,
Bay Oaks remains shut due to the aftereffects of Hurricanes
Helene and Milton, but we hope to reopen the gymnasium this
Spring. We still host Senior Softball as well as the outside pick-
leball courts. As for the Community Foundation and Woman’s
Club, they are wonderful organizations that benefit our island
community in innumerable ways. The Woman'’s Club recently
reintroduced the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and it was a
total blast! The women in both clubs are fantastic; in addition
to all the community initiatives, it is the deep friendships | have
in both organizations that mean the most to me.”

Krista Photogrphy

Kevin is on the Condo Grounds Committee and on the Board of
the community’s neighborhood association. “We maintain Bay
Beach Lane and the water reclamation system for the adjacent
57 acres that was formerly the old FMB Golf Club. The natural
beauty of this area is priceless!” “We love to volunteer,” Joy
summarizes, “because we are committed to the island.”

The Sullivans enjoy golfing, pickleball, boating and kayaking,
and they love to keep track of their nearby Bald Eagles nest
and their annual eaglets! “I walk a lot as well,” Kevin offers. “I
used to do six miles a day but when | began working on the
Grounds Committee, | discovered that | covered 20,000 steps
a day so now | kill two birds with one stone while making our
island look nicer! | soon discovered that | did not know much
about our flora and fauna, so every day | took a photograph
of one critter and vegetation, then would explore Wikipedia to
learn what they were. Volunteering always meant a lot to me;
when | was younger, | volunteered with Junior Achievement of
Central Indiana and was the president of my Kiwanis Club, but
then you travel for work and raise a family and you do not have
time. Now that we are retired, we enjoy paying it back along
with all the positive benefits we get from doing so.”

Great People & Natural Beauty

When Joy and Kevin gaze into their crystal balls, what do they
foresee for FMB in the next five years? “Hurricane lan, and hur-
ricanes in general, have changed so much that it is difficult to
predict the next five years,” says Joy. “I hope it will look like
something that is in the spirit of the Comprehensive Plan and
Local Development Codes,” Kevin states. “We did a terrific job
over the past 25 years in preserving what is important to island-
ers but now we seem to be getting away from that.”

Kevin calls the Town’s residents “the best part of FMB! They
are great and resilient and | love to call them friends and neigh-
bors. | hope that FMB fully recovers from lan’s devastation, to
become once more the special place we all love. May future
hurricanes be minor, storm surges minimal and the quaint char-
acter remain.” Joy concludes by saying, “the natural beauty of
FMB, combined with its people, make this island the world’s
most wonderful place!” n

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
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Florida navigation rules and how to deal with wat&ednesday, May 7
emergencies. $65-per-person & $20 each additionabund House Museum,
person from 8:15 a.m. to Noon; see WWW'SCbpS'C@erundS & Store ; s

@The Historic Mound House -
Saturday, May 3 Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest standing._
Arches Cinco De Mayo structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum that = ==
@Erickson & Jenson Seafood Docks displays Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits and mgf

Monday Through Friday
Bay Oaks Recreational Center

@Eey ks .Recreatlonal el " 9 p.m. Enjoy Mariachi America Del Sol, Latin danaers to 4 p.m., with Grounds daily from 7 a.m. to
As of press time, The Bay Oaks Recreational Cefilgl, ;. \atrasa Lynn, Way Out South, Dirty Woldults $15, Students $8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & un
leans closed followmg Hurricanes Helene & Rollin Low Car Club, Mexican shrimp, cocktails &ftessrGrounds free. See www.moundhouse.org. =
Milton. To learn its current status, vendors, raf es & more to “Restore The Arches.” For

see www.fortmyersbeach .org. more information, Wednesday, May 7

contact mickyds2002@yahoo.com. EMB Woman’s Club

Monthly Meeting s
@The Island Pancake House F- -
. ..g);:

The 5th “Rock The Arches” Music Festival is at the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old underground shell=*"
Erickson & Jenson at 1100 Shrimp Boat Lane fromdund attraction. Wednesdays through Saturdays.9-

Thursday, May 1
FMB Chamber “Coffee Connection” Sunday, May 4

@The Railroad Museum of South Florida AND EVERY SUNDAY

All Aboard the mini-train at Lakes Regional Par Join the best club on the entire island! Food & drini

while enjoying complimentary coffee, refreshme ide Park Concert Series for purchase from the restaurant and all are welcgme at
networking at The Railroad Museum of South Fl gy5|d_e Pgrk < E 5 3ipaiSe v b aT OF e
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. The “Coffee Connection” is while listening to fantastic tunes from local mu-

=

sicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts, ngay, May 8

fi h.org.
secliffortinyersbenel o1 permitting, from 4 to 7 p.m.! May 4: “Limited EditWB Chamber
e

2 May 11: “Thunder Beach”; May 18: “The Echo”; a%b 5 h = 4
Friday & Saturday, May 2 & 3 25: “Soapy Tuna.” See www.fortmyersbeach.org. EISalp .Lyunc L2l =
AND EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY ; @Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery
THROUGH MAY E {/ Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a scrum

Monday, May 5 luncheon from Nervous Nellie's Crazy Waterfront
Fort Myers Beach Market CINCO DE MAYO

while listening to Jacqueline Aramboles of Waste
agement from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Waste Managel
sponsors the May Luncheon. $32 members & $4
prospective members; see www.fortmyersbeach.or

@Santini Marina Plaza

Hurricanes Helene & Milton forced the relocatio
of this Downtown FMB Market to Santini Marinal?vlondays’ May 5 & 19 -
Plaza. The FMB Market offers fresh produce, arfiddf® Town Council Meeting
foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EVERY Frigalpgn Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center /

Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The FBM Marke{l&&EMB Town Council continues its work to rebltiday, May 9

for the season on Saturday, May 31; FMB at 9 a.m..; see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. Fort Myers Mighty Mussels ’

see www.41markets.com. V. Dunedin Blue Jays ' ey
Tuesday, May 6 @Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports Complex.

Friday & Saturday, May 2 & 3 AND EVERY TUESDAY & The Mighty Mussels, the LOWA af liate of the Minfe

AND EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY THURSDAY THROUGH MAY sota TWI!’]S, Fake on the Dunedln Blue .]ay_s of the

THROUGH MAY Santini Marina Plaza Market to organization at 7:05 p.m. Enjoy fantastic rewo

el . following the game, so Play Ball!l The Mussels & B
Moss Marina Farmer’s Market @t an R et
This FMB South End Market offers fresh produ(?gl,yS play Tuesday thraugh'Sunday, MayGias1;

@Moss Marina p ; kdays at 7:05 p.m., Saturday at 6:05 p.m. & S
Savor scrumptious food items, along with Iovelyac{ltf§an roaks USRI JLaiol2 at'12:05 p.m.; tickets $12 to $17. For details

& crafts, every Friday and Saturday at 450 Old éréwsday & Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The i
Carlos Boule\yard fro¥n o 1{) m. The Mo antini Marina Plaza Market ends for the Seasoﬁg%t){vww.mlghtymussels.com.

: , Thursday, May 29;
Marina Farmer’'s Market ends for the season on
Saturday, May 31; see www.mossmarina.com. S€& WWw.41lmarkets.com. Saturday, May 10
Spring Into Summer Tea Party

Tuesday, May 6 @The Historic Mound House
a2y, Maygiesto it Y Enjoy a refreshing iced tea bar and grazing table

“‘American Boating Course” FMB:Community, FoliEel snacks. Learn about Florida’s native owers while
@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom Annual Awards building a bouquet and capture the memory at ou
This 2-day, 8-hour basic boating class includes @TBA , e : beautiful photo op spot so dress in vibrant summe
The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s leaingp e fect for the Mothers or Mother gures in
philanthropic organization. The Community Foun ?é!cmst in time for Mother's Day! $20-

o : : . o per-person;
@ hosts its General Membership Meeting, where it issa . ations necessary i
2|1 7|3|a|8|s|9 5|2 tribu_te_s its Annual Monetary Awards and_ SChOlara%Www.moundhouse.org_
o Recipients from 5 to 8 p.m. For the location,
% el I -l el B ELH R see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.
ﬁ 9 5(6|1|2|3|4/8|7 Sunday, May 11 ’ v
© [s/1/elal72/2]ela| 9o Wednesday, May 7 HAPPY MOTHER'’S D
§ sls olslalelzlala FMB Town Council
= Management & Planning Session Monday, May 12
Al B I I I . L @Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center ~ CROW Campus Tours
4a/2/5|7 9|8|1|3|s The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebi§-enter for the Rehabilitation Of Wildiite _
T FMB at 9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. An in-depth look at what the animal patienteexperi
68 (7|23 1|5|9|4a
3/9/1|5|6 4|2 /7|8




Calendar of Events

e e

2

= from intake to release, including the haspaahend Michigan Credit Union at 7580 Winkler Road, wbiliginal stewards of Southwest Florida, on
process. The 90-minute tour is Monday thrpagh Frida enjoying savory appetizers and a cash bar fromthi8@0-minute guided outdoor tour. Learn g
a.m.; $25-per-person with advance regispaioreand  to 7 p.m. Members FREE & $16 for perspectivehow this innovative Indigenous society

necessary at 239-472-3644, x-229 or reservations@ members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org. thrived across our region for centuries,
crowclinic.org. leaving an enduring legacy still visible toda
Friday, May 16 with their shell mounds. Uncover the storie§
Tuesday, May 13 Welcome & Discovery Center [Sealea; T{Chae‘l)lolgéﬂs througly hancdsl-
FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting  @Lovers Key Sate Park e e
@Town Hall, Bay Oaks Recreational Center The Welcome & Discovery Center educates an am. &1p.m $15 inc);udes l?/lound o
The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, continues ifdorms visitors about Lovers Key habitats throu g s dh
work to rebuild FMB at 9 a.m.; interactive displays Wednesday through Friday [iSston:=SeeWWi MOUNTHOUSE 019,
see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The W&DC is FREE with the park
entry fee; see www.friendso overskey.org. Monday, May 26

Wednesday, May 14 MEMORIAL DAY:

Mound House Eco-Kayak Tours Saturday, May 17 GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS!
@The Historic Mound House FMB Art Association

Discover Florida’s natural beauty on a guided kayak tdaummer Show: “Ripples” Thursday, May 29

of the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve. The Mound Hous@ Tribby Arts Center FMB Woman'’s Club

provides all equipment; ages 12 & up, weather permittiigrvel at the FMBAA's Summer Show, “Ripplesmntmy Social

and participants must wear shoes and bring water. Théhe Tribby Art Center at Shell Point at 17281 On@@jld San Carlos Boulevard

Eco-Kayak Tours are every Wednesday through SatuiBaylevard! “Ripples” runs through Saturday, Julygin the best club on the entire island for
from 9 to 11 a.m. $45-per-person includes MH admissich “Ripples” is FREE and all are welcome; a “Pub Crawl” at SOB’s, Wahoo Willie’s, &
with reservations necessary at www.moundhouse.orgsee www.fortmyersbeachart.com. Snug Harbor beginning at 5 p.m.! Visit all

three bars to be eligible for a wonderful priz
Thursday, May 15 Wednesday, May 21 package. Open to all members, friends, ang
FMB Chamber “Business After Hours” Calusa Tours families; for information
@LMCU @The Historic Mound House see www.fmb-wc.org.

Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time at LakeDiscover the incredible history of the Calusa, the

Elevate Your
Flood Protection,
Not Your Home.

Protect your home before the next storm.
@ Blocks up to 28 inches of floodwater

@ Installs in minutes

©@ A smarter, proven alternative to sandbags

©@ Packages from $1399.00

R |

CALL NOW! 239-295-1818

DAM EASY @

FLOOD BARRIERS
For unparalleled peace of mind.

onstructed by CCM,



Community Events

The Everglades is one of the world’s most
unique ecosystems, spanning 16 Florida
counties, including Lee County.

Saving America’s Everglades:
Itis All About Your Water

TUNMNMASKIN

1300 ESTERO BLVD | FORT MYERS BEACH
OPEN DAILY 9:30AM - 8PM
SHOP LOCAL OR ONLINE AT TUNASKIN.CO

LIVE
A
M crAazY
@l cooD
DAY

- by Liz Jakeway, The Florida Everglades Foundation -

As a resident of Fort Myers Beach, you may be familiar with
the Everglades. It's one of the world’s most unique ecosys-
tems, spanning 16 Florida counties, including our own. It
supplies critical drinking water for millions, while support-
ing world-class fishing, buffering coastal communities from
storm surge, helping stabilize our pristine coastline, and bol-
stering our state’s vital tourism and real estate sectors. The
Everglades also provides habitat for more than 70 threat-
ened and endangered species, and encompasses 14 Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges and four National Parks, including
Everglades National Park.

Unfortunately, though, the Everglades is suffering from mas-
sive environmental damage. Over the past century, man-
made water diversions and flood control projects altered
historic water flows in the Everglades thereby converting
large areas to agricultural and residential uses. Conse-
quently, too much polluted water is often pumped from Lake
Okeechobee to the coasts of Florida — sparking outbreaks of
toxic algae blooms damaging the Caloosahatchee and St.
Lucie estuaries — while too little freshwater is flowing south to
the Everglades and Florida Bay.

Everglades restoration is the answer to reversing the harm to
the ecosystem. Since its founding in 1993, The Everglades
Foundation has been the leading champion for restoration
by providing bipartisan solutions backed by sound scientific
research led by its own in-house team of world-class Ph.D.
scientists. Through science, advocacy, and education, The
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Everglades Foundation is devoted to
restoring and protecting America’s Ev-
erglades.

In 2000, Congress passed the Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration
Plan (CERP) — a plan whose 68 proj-
ects represents the largest ecosystem
restoration project on the planet. CERP
serves as an international model for
ecosystem restoration.

The Foundation works tirelessly to se-
cure the state and federal funding
needed to implement restoration proj-
ects to fix South Florida’s outdated wa-
ter infrastructure. These projects will
restore the flow of desperately needed
water to the Everglades and Florida
Bay, and reduce discharges of pollut-
ants that cause perennial outbreaks of
red tide to our coast.

Among the most noteworthy restoration
projects is the Everglades Agricultural

Area (EAA) Reservoir, considered “the
crown jewel” of Everglades restoration.
Ground was broken in February 2023
on the reservoir, which, together with
other projects completed and those
underway, will send clean freshwater
south to the Everglades and Florida
Bay. No other project will play a bigger
role in reducing harmful discharges
from Lake Okeechobee.

The Foundation also works to educate
future generations on the vital impor-
tance of Everglades restoration and
protection through its Everglades Lit-
eracy Program. Established in 2014,
the free program offers the world’s
only comprehensive PreK-12 curricu-
lum complete with customized teacher
training courses, symposia, and other
resources.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can help The Everglades Founda-
tion in its mission to restore and protect

America’s Everglades:

e Tell your neighbors and elected of-
ficials that Everglades restoration
matters to you, your family, your real
estate, your business, and the future
of Florida.

* To learn more about the EAA Reser-
voir (ADD URL)

< Join the conversation at Instagram.
com/evergladesfoundation, Face-
book.com/evergladesfoundation,
and X.com/evergfoundation.

 Become an Everglades water advo-
cate by subscribing to our newsletter
at EvergladesFoundation.org/get-in-
volved.

e Support the Foundation’s mission to
restore and protect the Everglades
through science, advocacy, and ed-
ucation. Visit EvergladesFoundation.
org/Giving.

For more information about The Ever-
glades Foundation, visit Everglades-
Foundation.org. n
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a Fun Relaxing Waterfront
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Live Entertainment ¢ Inside and Outside Seating
Book Your Next Event with US!
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Save $100 $50
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Not valid with any other o ers.

Expires 05/31/2025

www.NervousNellies.net « 239-999-8077
Boat Dockage | Pet Friendly

1131 1st St., Fort Myers Beach ¢ Just over the Sky Bridge  First Right and Rig
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C I l al I l b e r C I l a l glee rfllti\lly small voting bloc. Currently,
tition all five Lee County Commissioners

Tallahassee Road Trip!

From March 23rd to 25th, thirty-plus fellow Southwest Floridians from all indus-
tries and backgrounds, including myself, made the 8-hour journey to Tallahas-
see for “Southwest Florida Days!” This is a fantastic opportunity to meet with
our state legislators to discuss pending legislation that will impact both our
businesses and daily lives.

The Chamber of Southwest Florida hosted the trip that included the 2025
Leadership Lee class, along with the Southwest Florida Alliance of Chambers,
representing seven of SWFL's Chambers including the FMB Chamber. Special
thanks to David Miller, Executive Director of the Chamber of Southwest Florida,
for organizing the impactful annual trip. Additional thanks to Alliance Chair
Donna Germain, President of the Cape Coral Chamber of Commerce, for their
generous sponsorship of the event. The FMB Chamber also helped to host the
trip that celebrated the 25th anniversary of “Southwest Florida Days.”

Our group was composed of business leaders from across Southwest Florida,
non-profit partners, local government representatives, construction and home-
building professionals, real estate agents and others. It was a great cross-sec-
tion of our community. In addition to myself, FMB Chamber Board Members
Ron Clayton of Waste Management and Kathy Stefanski of Lake Michigan
Credit Union represented their companies and the FMB Chamber.

With such a diverse group, each sector has its own legislative priorities, but
we all shared common goals like securing continued funding for Everglades
Restoration. We urged legislators to keep supporting vital water quality im-
provements, especially those related to water flowing from Lake Okeechobee
down the Caloosahatchee River and into FMB. As we all learned in 2018,
during the twin crises of Red Tide and Blue Green Algae, water quality is
EVERYTHING for FMB!

Our group met with, among others, State Senator Jonathan Martin, State Sen-
ator Kathleen Passidomo, Representative Yvette Benarroch, and Representa-
tive Adam Botana. Our legislative leaders all expressed appreciation for our
trip to Tallahassee during session, noting that many of us are small business
owners who took time away from our businesses during peak season to speak
with them. They emphasized the importance of trips like this, as Florida’s Leg-
islature will propose roughly 2,000 bills in this session, yet only about 200 will
become law.

Hot Topic for 2025

One of the major topics of discussion was Single Member Districts for Lee
County Commissioners. If this legislation moves forward, it will certainly be
a hot topic for 2025. This is a complex issue for a small community like FMB,
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when relevant issues arise, but a Single Member
District Commissioner system would mean ap-
pealing to just one. Which format would give FMB
a louder voice? Voters should pay close attention
to this issue as it progresses, and the Chamber
will work to keep FMB constituents informed with-
out taking an official stance.

In addition to meeting our legislators, we heard
presentations from Samantha Padgett, Vice Pres-
ident of Governmental Relations and Chief Coun-
sel of the Florida Restaurant & Lodging Associa-
tion, as well as from Andrew Wiggins, the Senior
Director of Political Affairs & Coalitions Advocacy
for the Florida Chamber of Commerce. We appre-
ciate their insights on important topics and ongo-
ing legislation.

Amid all our advocacy work, we squeezed in
some fun! We toured the Judicial Chambers, the
Old Capitol Building, the Florida Senate Chamber
and the recent Capitol Building renovations. Our
visit coincided with that of Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity so we hosted a Monday evening reception
for the students and faculty, where we visited with
former Representative and FGCU Political Science
alum Spencer Roach. When speaking with these
dynamic Political Science, Business and Law ma-
jors, it's clear that our future is in good hands with
such engaged, sharp, young professionals.

As a veteran of eight “Southwest Florida Days”
trips, | can confidently say that these face-to-face
meetings are invaluable, leading to positive results
through contacts, friendships, and business rela-
tions. If you've never been, | highly encourage you
to join us next year. It's fascinating to see the leg-
islative process in action, and you’ll gain a deeper
understanding of how our state operates and how
your voice truly matters.

TWe Are Back!T

Now that we’re in May, we can officially declare
the 2025 season over! So, how did we do? The
crowds this year were BACK! While we’re not
quite at pre-lan levels yet, we’re well on our way.
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Between the beaches, bars, restaurants, resorts, shopping, the
Shrimp Festival, the reopening of our FMB Library, and the return
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Woman’s Club party, the month
of March felt like there was always something amazing happen-
ing. It felt like FMB again! There were more people on the island
this season, and you could feel the energy and positivity. My pre-
diction: book your 2026 seasonal reservations now because next
season is shaping up to be a “Humdinger!”

Let me put it simply — We are FMB & We are Back!

The FMB Chamber Office is open Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the 3rd floor of 100 Lovers Lane. We also
have a satellite office at “The Roxie” in Times Square, next to the
Trolley Stop, open daily from 10 a.m. to sunset. If you'd like to
volunteer at Roxie, please contact us at info@fmbchamber.com
or call 239-454-7500.

Enjoy dining at your favorite restaurant and watering hole,
and please be kind to one-another. On behalf of our 400-plus
FMB Chamber members, remember . . . “Island Life; It's Our
Business!” n

Jacki Liszak, President
Fort Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce!
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- by Gary Mooney, photo vy Eve Havef’ield & “Turtle Time, Inc. -

The all-volunteer non-profit Turtle Time, Inc., begun by
Eve Haverfield in 1989, begins its 36th consecutive sea-
son of monitoring marine turtles on Fort Myers Beach
as well as Big Hickory Island and Bonita and Bunche
Beaches. Florida’s nesting sea turtle season is May 1
through October 31, though Turtle Time in recent years
starts their monitoring on April 15 because turtles can
nest as soon as the Gulf waters reach 80 degrees. Fort
Myers Beach is the almost-exclusive domain of Log-
gerheads (Caretta caretta), though Turtle Time found
its first documented Green (Chelonia mydas) nests on
FMB in 2019.

“Turtle nesting is cyclical,” explains Eve. “Loggerheads
tend to nest every other year so we look to 2023 for
clues. We had just 71 nests that year but these things
are not written in cement so you never know what you will
get until the end of each season. In addition to that low
2023 number, turtle nesting may be a challenge this year
because the Town of FMB is doing a beach restoration
that is not yet complete. Hopefully the turtles will avoid
the renourishment pipe area where it is redistributing the
sand for spots where they can crawl well up onto the
beach to lay their nests. We will relocate any nests in
the active construction area; however, we are required to
leave all nests deposited on the completed beach even
if the nest is too close to the Gulf. Because of the renour-
ishment pipe, we do expect a considerable number of
false crawils this year, but we will have to wait and see.”

The primary bane to nesting turtles and their hatchlings
is visible artificial light from beach properties. Turtles

continued on page 14
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for millennia had quiet dark beaches to themselves, but now
they must compete with businesses and coastal residents.
These lights can prevent females from coming ashore or they
choose an inferior nesting location from which few hatchlings
survive. Lights disorient hatchlings, causing them to move to-
ward that source and away from the Gulf, resulting in their
death from dehydration, exhaustion, or automobiles.

A “Win-Win” All the Way Around

Eve constantly stresses that people who live on or within the
visible view of the beach need to use turtle-friendly Amber
LED lighting. “An exciting development is that the Town will
retrofit all the Estero Boulevard streetlights with Amber LED
lighting beginning this year,” she relates. “Amber LED lighting
is safe and easy on the eyes and bright enough for people yet
has a wavelength that does not bother or attract the nesting
turtles so it is truly a ‘Win-Win’ all the way around.”

Turtle Time encourages FMB residents to proactively protect
sea turtles and hatchlings. Please switch to Amber LED lights
that are turtle-friendly, close drapes and blinds after dark,
never shine a flashlight or use flash photography on sea tur-
tles, move boats or beach furniture behind beach vegetation
nightly, keep dogs on a leash, and fill in any holes dug into
the sand as hatchlings and adult turtles can fall in and die.
Only 1 to 4 out of every 1,000 hatchlings survive to adulthood.
It takes 30 to 50 years for them to reach maturity, so living
nesting sea turtles survive long odds and need the help of
humans.

Loggerheads are the primary sea turtles to nest on FMB. “In
2019 a Green sea turtle nested here,” raves Eve! We sure
would like to bask in the joy of 2019 again, when we had a
total of 11 Greens on the beaches that we monitor. Sanibel,
meanwhile, has documented multiple Green nests and even

1000°'S OF POTS %
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your home oraddali le air outside.
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Planters - Chainsaw Wood
e Talavera Mexican Carvings
Pottery - Marble Sculptures |3

e Metal Wall Art

= Souvenirs, Gifts, Jewelry, ¥
Hats, Bags, Beachwear

e And Much MORE!

17980 San Carlos Blvd = Fort Myers Beach » 239-437-4211

Leatherbacks (Dermochelys coriacea) in recent years! Per-
haps our Greens will return to FMB or Bonita Beach this year!”

You Are The Best!

Like everyone on FMB, Eve hopes for a calm Southwest Flor-
ida 2025 hurricane season. “Storms are hard on turtle nests
and 2024 with Hurricanes Debby, Helene and Milton was a
perfect example,” offers Eve. “Last year, we had 257 total
nests but just 124 hatched and some of those nests had just
2 or 3 hatchlings that survived. While that is tragic, sad and
depressing, the thing that keeps us positive is that nesting
sea turtles have existed for millions of years, through all kinds
of storms and challenging environments, so they are hearty!
Each nesting sea turtle will lay multiple nests each season,
so the odds that one of her nests will survive are reasonable
so they continue to replenish their genetic material. While
seasons like 2024 occur, we can tolerate those because that
is nature; the turtles we lose from human incursions like im-
proper lights or tampering with turtle nests are the ones that
are truly tragic and upsetting because of those losses are
preventable.”

If you accidently hook or catch a sea turtle, or find one in
distress or dead, immediately contact Turtle Time at 239-
481-5566 or www.turtletime.org, the FWC Hotline at 888-404-
3922, or the Town of Fort Myers Beach at 239-765-4222. “Of
these, contact us at Turtle Time first,” stresses Eve. “We can
respond the quickest, because when are you dealing with a
hatchling or a distressed turtle, every minute matters.”

Eve expresses her sincere appreciation “to all the people who
care enough about nesting sea turtles, nature and our fragile
coastal environment to share the beach with nesting sea tur-
tles and shorebirds in a responsible and friendly way — You
Are The Best!” n

OVER 1 ACRE OF POTTERY & ART OUT BACK!
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NEW LOCATION COMING TO FORT MYERS BEACH
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A Marina that fits all your needs!

MOSS MARINA

FORT MYERS BEACH

“It's a lifestyle, Stay awhile!”
1 Manitou Sales Dealer 1 Dry Storage
I, Mercury, Suzuki & Minnkota |}, Service Department
Sales & Service 1, Fuel Docks
I Wet sSlips
() mercury MINN KOTA

Contact Info

R, (239)994-1238
2= crccswii@gmail. com

450 Harbor Court
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Check our website for local
activities held at Moss Marina
www.MossMarina.com
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