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Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous 
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium, 
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a 
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions 
including but not limited to: in�ammation, acute sinusitis, 
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory 
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies. 
Studies show it can aid in detoxi�cation, increases energy 
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover. 

Schedule your drip today! 

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100

Ft. Myers, FL 33916 
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 

Prompt appointments available for urgent care. 

Ronald Gardner, MDl ABOS  
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries 
and Sports Medicine 

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS  
Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma 
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction 

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS  
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery 

Aileen Padilla, DO  
Specializing in Physical Medicine  
and Rehabiliation 

Are you struggling with the middle age blues? 

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not 
meeting the expected potential of the “younger” 
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or 
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see 
�ne wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

•  Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
•  Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement
• Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing
• B-12 Injection Packages
• I.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions
• OBAGI Skincare Products • Blue Peel Packages
• Botox • Xeomin • Belotero • Radiesse •Volbella
• Voluma • Juvederm • Kybella 

Give us a call today to discuss how we  
can help you be the best you! 
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C 

Restorative &  
Anti-Aging Clinic

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS  
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip, 
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint 
Replacement, and Sports 
Medicine 

NOW OFFERING!

The Myers’ Cocktail 
IV Nutrition Therapy

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing 
patients with all medical options in a caring 
of�ce environment, offering regenerative 
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine, 
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services. 

So you can get back to doing the things you love!

Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?PAIN
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SUDOKU RULES:
Each row must contain the digits 1-9.
Each column must contain the digits 1-9.
Each box must contain the digits 1-9.
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photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submis sions 
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Emergency: 911
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Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111
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submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2025 Best 
Version Media. All rights reserved. 

A Best Version Media Magazine
An independently owned community magazine.

We’ve weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.

Until then, we are here to service you from our
�*�O�D�G�L�R�O�R�X�V���R�I�Ë�F�H���E�H�O�R�Z

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 3390 8 • wwww.trustrti.com

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997!

HOME • FLOOD • AUTO • CONDO • BOAT

Wendy Matura 
wendy@trustrti.com 

D (239)314-1307 
O (239)463-5200

© Best Version Media
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Hello Friends & Neighbors!
If you are like me, you are hearing various versions 

of “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot like Christmas” over 
and again in your head! Whether it is the one sung 
by Bing Crosby, Johnny Mathis, Michael Buble or a 
host of other crooners, this classic and other Holiday 
standards lets us know that we are for sure in the 
Christmas Season!

For those with any doubts, this edition of Fort 
Myers Beach LIVING Magazine will surely put them 
to rest, as we are jammed packed with Christmas 
– Island Style! When you attend such annual FMB 
Holiday programs and events like the “Christmas Boat 
Parade” on Saturday evening, December 6; the FMB 
Woman’s Club’s marvelous “Christmas Tree Festival” 
at the Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB Ballroom 
on Friday and Saturday, December 12 & 13; and the 
eclectic “Christmas Bike Parade” on Saturday evening, 
December 20, and you know that Fort Myers Beach 
Christmas 2025 is well underway! We have in-depth 
articles on each of these FMB Holiday traditions in this 
issue, so read away for all the specific details.

Please take time to especially check out the tale of 
the Times Square “Poinsettia Christmas Tree!” This 
story is most probably the all-time favorite one of 
FMB LIVING readers, so we reprised it for this 2025 
Holiday issue. While two generations of FMB families 
and tens of thousands of visitors over the last three 
decades used the “Poinsettia Christmas Tree” as the 
backdrop for vacation photographs and Christmas Card 
pictures, the story behind it is touching and inspiring.

Keep your eyes open for Christmas programs 
from island institutions like the FMB Community 
Foundation and the FMB Chamber, as well as Holiday 
parties hosted by family, neighbors and friends. FMB 

restaurants, bars and shops will all be open and are 
eager to help you make this the best Holiday Season 
ever. And of course, NOTHING brings out the ENVY 
in family and friends all over the nation than those 
Christmas Day photos on FMB, where even Santa 
wears short pants and f lip-f lops!

I think I speak for all islanders here, however, 
when I say that the one single thing that we are Most 
Grateful For this Holiday Season was a HURRICANE-
FREE 2025! That is the best present that Santa can 
bring us all for Christmas. Let’s establish a new beloved 
island tradition and make all upcoming Holiday 
seasons hurricane free!

Speaking of beloved island traditions, please support 
our advertisers because we cannot deliver Fort Myers 
Beach LIVING Magazine to you free of charge without 
them. When you visit, let them know that you saw 
their ad in our magazine so we can provide you with 
this community-oriented original entertainment each 
month.

Enjoy a Merry Christmas & Have An Awesome 
Beach Day!

Publisher

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

239-222-0129

ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

Letter to Residents © Best Version Media
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“Christmas Boat Parade” is Saturday, December 6... “NO WAY!”

Community Feature

Someone recently asked me if there is a better way for Fort 
Myers Beach to ring in the holidays than the annual  Christmas 
Boat Parade – and my answer was a firm “No Way!”

When you live on an island where the closest thing to snow is 
our seven miles of sugar-white sand, a feel-good co mmunity 
event is exactly what we need to get into the holid ay spirit. The 
Boat Parade does just that! It feels especially mea ningful this 
year as Fort Myers Beach continues to shine brighte r every 
day. Three years after Ian, and following a calm, u neventful 

2025 hurricane season, we can all take a deep breat h and 
celebrate the holidays together.

As for when the Christmas Boat Parade began, there’s no 
�E�F�m�O�J�U�J�W�F���S�F�D�P�S�E�
���C�V�U���$�I�B�N�C�F�S���B�S�D�I�J�W�F�T���G�S�P�N�������������N�F�O�U�J�P�O���U�I�F��
event, and highlighted the brand-new Pink Shell Bea ch Resort 
tower. That’s the earliest documented reference we’ ve found, 
so we’ll mark 1988 as our benchmark year. The parad e only 
missed two seasons: 2020 due to COVID and 2022 following 
Ian, making this long-running tradition a true isla nd classic.

A Holiday Tradition That Shines
The parade launches from Salty Sam’s Marina at 6 p.m. and 
will circle the Back Bay area twice, cruising from Salty Sam’s 
to the Pink Shell Beach Resort and back. The route offers ideal 
viewing from many of Fort Myers Beach’s favorite waterfront 
spots -- including Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grill, Snug  Harbor 
Waterfront Restaurant, On The Bay, Nervous Nellie’s, Dixie Fish 
Company, Bonita Fish Company, and others along the Back Bay 
and Matanzas Pass Bridge.

For the best experience, share those great viewing spots. If you 
�I�B�W�F���B���G�S�P�O�U���S�P�X���T�F�B�U���G�P�S���U�I�F���m�S�T�U���Q�B�T�T�
���D�P�O�T�J�E�F�S���M�F�U�U�J�O�H���P�U�I�F�S�T���F�O�K�P�Z��
�U�I�F���T�F�D�P�O�E���Q�B�T�T�����5�I�F���U�X�J�O�L�M�J�O�H���M�J�H�I�U�T���S�F�n�F�D�U�F�E���P�O���U�I�F���X�B�U�F�S���N�B�L�F��
the scene truly magical – that is the word we hear again and again!

My favorite view? Looking back from the lead boat a nd seeing 
that long line of vessels glowing like a string of Christmas lights 
sparkling across the bay. It gets me every time!

Join the Parade or Vote for Your Favorites!
If you’re reading this in late November or early De cember, there’s 
still time to register your boat. Entry fees are $35 for private 
�C�P�B�U�T�� �B�O�E�� �������� �G�P�S�� �T�Q�P�O�T�P�S�F�E�� �P�O�F�T�
�� �B�O�E�� �X�F�� �F�Y�Q�F�D�U���B�S�P�V�O�E�� ������
participants this year. Register at www.fmbboatpara de.com.

Spectators can take part too through the People’s C hoice Awards! 
QR codes located at restaurants along the parade ro ute, on the 
boat parade website or posted in Bayside Veterans P ark will make 
it easy to vote for the most festive boats in multiple categories.

- Jacki Liszak, President Fort Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce! -

© Best Version Media



Kelly Turnbull is an honest-to-goodness “Beach Kid!” “That’s 
right – I was born right here on FMB,” she raves! “I’ve lived 
here my entire life and cannot imagine being anywhere else.” 
Husband Justine is a native Southwest Floridian as well, 
born and raised in Fort Myers. “I may not have been born on 
the island but I have been coming here since I was a kid, as 
my Dad was a shrimper and later a boat captain, so I never 
remember a day without Fort Myers Beach.”

The two lifelong locals met in high school. “We both attended 
Cypress Lake where we got to know each other as freshmen 
and became great friends,” Kelly recalls. “We did not start 
dating until years after we graduated. We share the same 

group of close friends and they all wondered when we would 
�m�O�B�M�M�Z���H�F�U���U�P�H�F�U�I�F�S�
���T�P���X�I�F�O���J�U���I�B�Q�Q�F�O�F�E�
���U�I�F�Z���B�M�M���T�B�J�E�
���A�J�U���T���B�C�P�V�U��
time!’ Justin and Kelly are still newlyweds, having married in Jan -
uary at the Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB, with their 3-year-
old daughter Isla as their Flower Girl!

Justin’s marriage proposal was memorable! “Kelly loved to shell 
and as anyone who knows anything about shelling knows, the 
�+�V�O�P�O�J�B���J�T���U�I�F���P�O�F���F�W�F�S�Z�P�O�F���X�B�O�U�T���U�P���m�O�E�����.�Z���C�P�T�T���B�U���+�F�O�T�F�O���T��
Marina had one in a display case so I begged him to borrow it. I 
set the shell up on Caya Costa beach with her engagement ring 
inside, and had someone secretly guard it so no one else would 
see the Junonia and keep it!” “I just thought we were shelling,” 
adds Kelly, “when suddenly I saw the Junonia. I am a sheller my 
entire life and never found one, so I was so excited, then I was 
even more excited when I discovered the engagement ring – I 
reluctantly gave back the Junonia but kept the ring and Justin!”

Justin and Kelly live mid-island on Donora Boulevard, in a house 
she rented from the age of 18 until she purchased it in 2022, 
just a few months before Ian. “We used to come to this house 
to party when we were younger and now our family lives here,” 
laughs Justin at the irony! “We’ve come full-circle in our home; 
no parties anymore with a 3-year-old!”

The Gulf Looked Angry
Isla was one month old when Ian struck. “We stayed on the island 
because that is what we always did, no matter if it  was Andrew, 
Charlie, Irma or any of the storms in-between,” reasons Kelly. “I 
however took a look at the water the day Ian was supposed to 
�I�J�U���V�T���B�O�E���U�I�P�V�H�I�U�
���A�U�I�J�T���P�O�F���M�P�P�L�T���E�J�G�G�F�S�F�O�U�����U�I�F���(�V�M�G���M�P�P�L�T���B�O�H�S�Z������
�0�V�S�� �I�P�N�F�� �J�T�� �P�O�� �U�I�F�� �H�S�P�V�O�E�� �M�F�W�F�M�
�� �T�P�� �*�� �U�I�P�V�H�I�U�
�� �A�M�F�U���T�� �H�P�� �U�P�� �U�I�F��
neighbor’s elevated home on the Bay, in case the st orm surge 
gets too high.’ We hunkered down in that home overn ight with my 
Mom, Stepdad, Cousin and all of our dogs. In the mo rning, we 
found some bicycles in the wreckage and made our wa y home.”

They encountered a house still structurally standing but ravaged 
by 7-1/2 feet of water. “It was devastating,” says Kelly. “Every -
thing we owned was gone: every picture, family heirloom, even 
�U�I�F�� �O�V�S�T�F�S�Z�� �X�F�� �I�B�E�� �K�V�T�U�� �m�O�J�T�I�F�E�� �G�P�S�� �P�V�S�� �E�B�V�H�I�U�F�S���� �.�Z�� �.�P�N���T��
house was knocked off its stilts and she lost everything as well. 
But at the end of the day, it is just stuff. The important thing was 
that we were all safe, healthy and determined to rebuild.”

“We started rebuilding almost immediately,” explains Justin. 
“Kelly’s uncle is in the electrical and construction industry and 
they gutted and rewired the entire house. Her sister and broth -
er-in-law, Katy and Matt McClellan, drove supplies down from 
Jacksonville to get started. Family and friends all came together 
to get us back in our home, and we ended up receiving a big 
assist from a television show, of all things!”

The Weather Channel had a program called “Fast: Home Res-
cue,” Kelly says. “They come in to help put houses back together 
after natural disasters and Southwest Florida after Ian was cer-
tainly that. We learned that a boat captain on Captiva nominated 

- By Gary Mooney, Photos by Kelly Turnbull - 
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�V�T�
���C�V�U���B�U���m�S�T�U�
���X�F���U�I�P�V�H�I�U���T�P�N�F�P�O�F���X�B�T���K�V�T�U���K�P�L�J�O�H�þ���"�G�U�F�S���m�H�V�S�J�O�H���P�V�U��
that the offer was real, they were a great help, even furnishing the 
�I�P�V�T�F���B�O�E���Q�V�U�U�J�O�H���J�O���U�I�F���L�J�U�D�I�F�O���w���i�0�V�S���m�S�T�U���B�O�E���M�B�T�U���5�7���F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�
�w��
laughs Justin. After roughly six months, they returned home.

Our Little Beach Girl!
Kelly and Justin rightly brag on Isla. “Our little beach girl,” exclaims 
Isla’s Mom. “She is in pre-school now and her favorite thing to do 
currently is to come with us on the golf cart to look for iguanas at the 
Mound House and then end each evening on the beach for sunset! 
�4�I�F���J�T���T�U�B�S�U�J�O�H���U�P���M�F�B�S�O���B�M�M���U�I�F���O�B�N�F�T���P�G���U�I�F���T�I�F�M�M�T���U�I�B�U���T�I�F���m�O�E�T�����4�I�F��
�J�T���B�M�S�F�B�E�Z���B���A�#�F�B�D�I���(�J�S�M�����U�I�S�P�V�H�I���B�O�E���U�I�S�P�V�H�I�þ�w

Justin works as an Operations Manager for two marinas – Port San-
ibel Marina and Jensen’s Twin Palm Marina on Captiva. Kelly has 
been a Realtor for over eight years with Century 21 TriPower Realty 
where her Mom, Deborah Groll, is a legend! “She has been a Realtor 
on the island for forty years, so when I learn from her, I learn from 
�U�I�F���C�F�T�U�þ���8�F���D�B�M�M���I�F�S���A�.�P�N�B�H�F�S�þ���w���%�F�C�P�S�B�I���J�T���B�M�T�P���U�I�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U���P�G��
the Beach Kids Foundation and on the Board of the Estero Island 
Historical Society.

In their free time, Kelly and Justin are outdoors with Isla. “Boating, 
�m�T�I�J�O�H�
���D�B�N�Q�J�O�H�
���I�J�L�J�O�H�
���T�I�F�M�M�J�O�H���o���X�F���B�S�F���N�P�T�U���E�F�m�O�J�U�F�M�Z���B�O���P�V�U�E�P�P�S��
family,” boasts Kelly. “Before Isla even turned one, she was on her 
�m�S�T�U���D�B�N�Q�J�O�H���U�S�J�Q���U�P���U�I�F���5�F�O���5�I�P�V�T�B�O�E���*�T�M�B�O�E�T�þ�w���i�-�J�W�J�O�H���P�O���B�O���J�T�M�B�O�E�
��
we feel that it is important that we let Isla experience all of these 
things. We are outside as much as possible,” adds Justin. Kelly is a 
10-year Turtle Time volunteer “who often drags me along with her,” 
laughs Justin!

Hurricanes & Beach Elementary School
With Kelly being a lifelong Islander, might hurricanes or some oth -
er FMB change make them consider leaving? “My mindset about 
�I�V�S�S�J�D�B�O�F�T���J�T���U�I�B�U���U�I�F�Z���B�S�F���K�V�T�U���B���Q�B�S�U���P�G���J�T�M�B�O�E���M�J�G�F���B�O�E���*���B�N���m�O�F���X�J�U�I��
that. The issue for me is: will the Beach Elementary School reopen? 
�*���B�N���B���Q�S�P�V�E���A�#�F�B�D�I���4�D�I�P�P�M���(�S�B�E�V�B�U�F�����B�O�E���*���X�B�O�U���*�T�M�B���U�P���B�M�T�P���I�B�W�F��
that experience. Without the Beach School, FMB will no longer be a 
true community so I would have to think long and hard about that. I 
commend our FMB Mayor, Dan Allers, for being a huge advocate for 
keeping the Beach School open.”

�8�I�F�O���U�I�F�Z���D�P�O�U�F�N�Q�M�B�U�F���X�I�B�U���'�.�#���X�J�M�M���M�P�P�L���M�J�L�F���J�O���m�W�F���Z�F�B�S�T�
���i�*���I�P�Q�F��
for development that is not overly excessive,” explains Justin. “I am 
�m�O�F���X�J�U�I���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q�N�F�O�U�
�w���B�H�S�F�F�T���,�F�M�M�Z�
���i�B�T���M�P�O�H���B�T���J�U���J�T���O�P�U���V�O�D�I�F�D�L�F�E��
development. For example, I have no desire to live in the shadow 
of a 17-story building, when talking about the redevelopment of the 
former Red Coconut RV Park.”

Kelly hopes that FMB preserves the family atmosphere that she loves 
from her youth. “I was so lucky to grow up here and I want that for 
Isla. This is a close-knit community with a tremendous small-town 
charm. Keeping that and the Beach School are essential, as this is 
still the greatest place to raise kids.” “All of our family lives on the 
island or close by,” concludes Justin, “so we are truly blessed to live 
�P�O���'�.�#�
���X�J�U�I���B�M�M���U�I�B�U���J�U���I�B�T���U�P���P�G�G�F�S�����'�.�#���m�U�T���V�T�þ�w���Q

Isla loves nothing more than to “end each evening on the beach for sunset!”

“Isla is already a ‘Beach Girl’ through and through!”

Justin and Kelly participating in the annual Christmas Boat Parade.
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One of the most popular and certainly the most pho -
tographed of all FMB Holiday traditions is the “Poin -
settia Christmas Tree” in Times Square, but what is 
the story behind this beloved display?

�i�*���X�B�T���J�O���P�O���U�I�F���H�S�P�V�O�E���n�P�P�S���P�G���U�I�J�T���P�O�F�
�w���M�B�V�H�I�T���"�O�J�U�B��
�$�F�S�F�D�F�E�B�
���X�I�P���J�T���O�P�U���P�O�M�Z���U�I�F���5�P�X�O���T���W�F�S�Z���m�S�T�U���.�B�Z�P�S��
but also its only three-time Mayor who people loving -
ly refer to as the “First Lady of Fort Myers Beach!” 
“Somewhere around 1997, about two years after the 
birth of the Town and shortly after the Community 
Redevelopment Agency created Times Square, they 
�Q�M�B�O�U�F�E���B���M�J�U�U�M�F���Q�B�M�N���U�S�F�F���U�I�F�S�F���J�O���G�S�P�O�U���P�G���U�I�F���m�T�I�J�O�H��
pier. As that Holiday season approached, my friend 
David and I strung Christmas lights around it. The 
palm tree was so small we only needed a step ladder 
to do it and everyone loved the concept.”

One couple, however, came up to the Mayor and Da -
vid and cautioned them: “You two better be careful 
because the Town has a Mayor now and HE may not 
like this so you better check with HIM!” “David looked 
�B�U���N�F���B�O�E���B�T�L�F�E�
���A�*�T���U�I�J�T���B�M�M���S�J�H�I�U�����B�O�E���*���M�B�V�H�I�F�E�����"�T��
being a woman in politics back then was still rare, I 
�U�I�F�O�� �J�O�U�S�P�E�V�D�F�E�� �N�Z�T�F�M�G�� �B�O�E�� �U�I�B�U�� �D�P�V�Q�M�F�� �D�P�P�F�E�
�� �A�0�I��
My Goodness!’”  

During the following year, Anita was at the Naples 
Waterside Shops “and in this little pond there was a 
�Q�Z�S�B�N�J�E���P�G���Q�P�J�O�T�F�U�U�J�B�T���B�O�E���*���U�I�P�V�H�I�U�
���A�5�I�B�U���M�P�P�L�T���X�P�O-
derful; we could do that!’ When I returned to Town 
Hall the next day, I went to then-Town Manager Mar-
sha Segal-George and then-Public Works Director 
�&�E���-�B�X�M�F�S�
���X�I�P���X�B�T���B���P�O�F���N�B�O���P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�
���B�O�E���T�B�J�E�
���A�*��
�I�B�W�F���B�O���J�E�F�B�����B�O�E���U�I�F�Z���H�B�T�Q�F�E�
���T�B�Z�J�O�H���A�0�I���/�P���o���X�I�B�U��
�J�T���J�U���U�I�J�T���U�J�N�F�þ�����*���T�I�P�X�F�E���U�I�F�N���B���T�L�F�U�D�I���B�O�E���T�B�J�E�
���A�X�I�B�U��
if we stacked poinsettias in a pyramid all around that 
palm tree to create a Christmas Tree, with the palm 
fronds acting as the “star.”’ They liked it so we did it 
and that began the tradition! As the palm tree grew 
larger each Holiday season, the base of the Poinset -
tia pyramid got correspondingly bigger. Folks loved 
it so much that they took family photos in front of the 
Poinsettia Christmas Tree!”

Then Ian struck on September 28, 2022, literally 
wiping out Times Square and the palm tree and it 
seemed as though the “Poinsettia Christmas Tree” 
tradition was lost. “Then, all a sudden, a poinsettia 
plant spontaneously appeared near the newly plant -

Poinsettia Christmas Tree
The Origin of An FMB Holiday Tradition! - By Gary Mooney -

Community

�3�8�%�/�,�6�+�(�5�·�6�� �1�2�7�(�� By popular demand, FMB LIVING Magazine is 
reprinting this story from December 2023 on the origin of the famed 
“Poinsettia Christmas Tree” that the Town of FMB puts up each Holiday 
season in Times Square.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! — Sandy

The Poinsettia Christmas Tree 
in Times Square is a beloved 
FMB Holiday tradition.
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ed palm tree,” marvels Anita! “To my knowl -
edge, this was not an organized campaign, 
just some unknown someone who did not 
want Ian to end this beloved island tradi -
tion, and then another poinsettia showed 
up and another and another, almost as a 
tribute, and before you knew it, there were 
poinsettias everywhere around the palm – it 
was amazing! When I heard what was oc -
�D�V�S�S�J�O�H�
���*���N�B�E�F���N�Z���m�S�T�U���U�S�J�Q���U�P���5�J�N�F�T���4�R�V�B�S�F��
since Ian and found the sight powerful and 
emotional. Then the Town rebuilt the frame 
�B�O�E�� �U�I�F�� �A�1�P�J�O�T�F�U�U�J�B�� �$�I�S�J�T�U�N�B�T�� �5�S�F�F���� �D�B�N�F��
back to life. For me, it was very emotional, 
as it stands right by the ruins of my family’s 
�M�P�O�H���U�J�N�F���A�1�J�F�S���1�F�E�E�M�F�S�����5�J�N�F�T���4�R�V�B�S�F���T�U�P�S�F��
and even now, I still get emotional thinking 
about it.”

A Sign of Hope
Anita contemplates what the “Poinsettia 
Christmas Tree” means to the FMB commu-
nity. “It is a sign of the Holidays, a gathering 
place, a location where you take your Christ -
mas Card and family photographs, and 
quite simply, just something that everyone 
�M�P�W�F�T���� �*�O�� ���������� �T�Q�F�D�J�m�D�B�M�M�Z�
�� �B�G�U�F�S�� �*�B�O�
�� �J�U�� �X�B�T��
a sign of hope and a statement that FMB is 
not giving up or giving in to our individual 
and collective devastation. It was islanders 
and visitors alike coming together, saying 
that we love Fort Myers Beach and we will 
rise again – we will not let Ian be the end but 
a new beginning. It became such a beautiful 
and fantastic tribute to the past as well as a 
sign of hope for our future; it was a beacon 
of hope, at least that is how it felt to me. Fort 
Myers Beach in general and Times Square 
�T�Q�F�D�J�m�D�B�M�M�Z���J�T���T�V�D�I���B�O���J�N�Q�P�S�U�B�O�U���Q�M�B�D�F���U�P���T�P��
many and an important part of my life.”

Now that we are in the Holiday season, “this 
is the perfect opportunity to take stock of 
where we all are, now that Ian is behind us,” 
Anita philosophizes. “To me, some days 
it seems like Ian was a long time ago and 
on others, it feels like yesterday, as many 
emotions are still so raw, so when you go 
through one of those rough days, remember 
�P�V�S���T�J�H�O�T���P�G���I�P�Q�F�
���M�J�L�F���U�I�F���A�1�P�J�O�T�F�U�U�J�B���$�I�S�J�T�U-
mas Tree,’ and know that brighter times 
are ahead. It can be easy to let everything 
�P�W�F�S�X�I�F�M�N���Z�P�V���C�V�U���U�I�F���A�1�P�J�O�T�F�U�U�J�B���$�I�S�J�T�U�N�B�T��
Tree’ reminds us to be grateful for what we 
had and still have!” �Q

Community

Bikes & Golf Carts & 
Scooters, Oh My!

“Christmas Bike Parade” is Saturday, December 20

Since the beginning of time, FMB residents have grappled with one 
continuous question – is it the “Christmas BICYCLE Parade” or the 
“Christmas BIKE Parade”?

�i�*�U���T���U�I�F���A�$�I�S�J�T�U�N�B�T���#�J�L�F���1�B�S�B�E�F�
���w���M�B�V�H�I�T���'�.�#�� �.�B�Z�P�S���%�B�O���"�M�M�F�S�T�
�� �X�I�P��
�X�J�U�I�� �B�� �E�P�[�F�O�� �G�S�J�F�O�E�T�� �C�F�H�B�O�� �U�I�F�� �m�S�T�U�� �#�J�L�F�� �1�B�S�B�E�F�� �J�O�� ���������þ�� �i�*�U�� �X�B�T�� �K�V�T�U��
myself, my wife Megan and a few family and friends. We put on some 
ugly Christmas sweaters, hopped on our bikes and pedaled down a few 
sidestreets, singing Christmas carols. We had such a good time that we 
said that we would do it again during the next Holiday season and we 
�E�J�E���� �8�F�� �H�F�U�� �N�P�S�F�� �Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�O�U�T�� �F�W�F�S�Z�� �Z�F�B�S�
�� �X�J�U�I�� �U�I�F�� ���������� �#�J�L�F�� �1�B�S�B�E�F��
drawing roughly 120 people.”

The 2025 “Christmas Bike Parade” is Saturday, December 20, informs 
Mayor Allers. “Festivities begin at Bayside Veterans Park, where the fan-
�U�B�T�U�J�D���C�B�O�E�
���A�"�N�F�S�J�D�B�O���+�P�O�F�T�
�����X�J�M�M���F�O�U�F�S�U�B�J�O���G�S�P�N�������U�P�������Q���N�����A�/�F�S�W�P�V�T��
�/�F�M�M�J�F���T�
�����A�4�O�V�H���)�B�S�C�P�S���8�B�U�F�S�G�S�P�O�U���3�F�T�U�B�V�S�B�O�U�
�����B�O�E���A�8�B�I�P�P���8�J�M�M�J�F���T�����B�S�F��
�B�M�M�� �S�J�H�I�U�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �B�O�E�� �B�S�F�� �B�M�M�� �A�$�I�S�J�T�U�N�B�T�� �#�J�L�F�� �1�B�S�B�E�F���� �T�Q�P�O�T�P�S�T�� �T�P�� �D�P�N�F��
early and grab some dinner and perhaps a cold one. Better yet, book 
an FMB hotel room for the weekend and stay straight through Sunday!”

- By Gary Mooney -
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EVERY DAY
LeeTran FREE Hop-On, Hop-Off Tram
Looking for a way to ditch that car as you traverse FMB in 
Season? Then hop aboard the FREE LeeTran Tram that runs 
daily from the FMB Public Library to Bowditch Point Park 
daily through April 2026. The Tram runs approximately 
every 35 minutes, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:40 p.m. For details, 
see www.LeeTran.com.

Monday Through Friday
Bay Oaks Recreational Center
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. FMB residents $7 with all 
others $10, with memberships available. For information 
see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Mondays, December 1 & 15
FMB Town Council Meeting
@Town Hall
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild FMB 
in the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at 9 a.m.; 
see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Mondays, December 1 & 15
Caribbean Cruise-In Car Show
@Parrot Key Caribbean Grill
FMB’s largest Car Show returns on the 1st & 3rd Monday of 
each month through April 20, 2026. Enjoy music, food and 
prizes while marveling at these fantastic cars! The FREE car 
show is from 3 to 6 p.m.; see www.myparrotkey.com.

Tuesday, December 2
AND EVERY TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
THROUGH APRIL
Santini Marina Plaza Market
@Santini Marina Plaza
This FMB South End Market offers fresh produce, artisan 
foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EVERY Tuesday & 
Thursday through April 2026 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; see 
www.41markets.com.

Tuesday, December 2
FMB Art Association Fall Juried Show: 
“Coming Around”
@Arts Bonita – Performing Arts Center
“Coming Around” is the FMBAA’s “Fall Judged & Juried 

Show” at a special location: Arts Bonita – Performing 
Arts Center at 10150 Bonita Beach Road. “Coming 
Around” remains on display through January 8, 2026, 
Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. See 
www.fortmyersbeachart.com.

Wednesday, December 3
AND EVERY WEDNESDAY 
THROUGH APRIL
Moss Marina Market
@Moss Marina
The Moss Marina Market at 401 Old San Carlos 
Boulevard offers fresh produce, artisan foods, arts, crafts, 
clothing and more EVERY Wednesday through April 2026 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; see www.41markets.com.

Wednesday, December 3
& EVERY WEDNESDAY
“Story Time”
@The FMB Public Library
The perfect way to educate and entertain your little ones, 
with a family-friendly story each Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
There is something for everyone at the fabulous FMB 
Public Library! See www.fmb.lib.�.us.

Wednesday, December 3
& EVERY WEDNESDAY THROUGH 
SATURDAY
The Historic Mound House Museum, 
Grounds & Store
@The Historic Mound House
Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest standing 
structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum that 
displays Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits and the 
one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old underground shell mound 
attraction. Wednesday through Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., with Grounds daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adults 
$15, Students $8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & under free; 
Grounds free. See www.moundhouse.org.

Thursday, December 4
FMB Chamber “Coffee Connection”
@Mom’s Home Cooking & Heavenly Biscuit
Start your day with great coffee, conversation and 
connections at our morning “Coffee Connection,” this 
month hosted by “Mom’s Home Cooking & Heavenly 
Biscuit!” Enjoy complimentary coffee and breakfast 
while you network with fellow Chamber members and 
staff. “Mom’s” is at 2450 Estero Boulevard, with the 
FREE “Coffee Connection” from 8 to 9:30 a.m.; see 
www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Thursday, December 4
FMB Town Council Management & 
Planning Session
@Town Hall
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild 
FMB in the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at 
9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Friday & Saturday, December 5 & 6
AND EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Fort Myers Beach Market
@Times Square
This Downtown FMB Market offers fresh produce, 

December
Calendar of Events

artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EVERY Friday & 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; see www.41markets.com.

Friday, December 5
AND EVERY FRIDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series
@Bayside Veterans Park
The “Bayside Veterans Park Concert Series” each Sunday 
evening proved so popular that it now expands to EVERY 
Friday! Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local 
musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts from 6 to 
9 p.m.! December 5: “The Echo”; December 12: “Wayward 
Souls”; December 19: “Cinnamon Crows”; & December 26: 
TBA. See www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Saturdays, December 6 & 13
“American Boating Course”
@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom
This 2-day, 8-hour basic boating class includes Florida 
navigation rules and how to deal with water emergencies. 
$65-per-person & $20 each additional person from 8:15 
a.m. to Noon; see www.scbps.com.

Saturday, December 6
“Christmas Boat Parade”
@Salty Sam’s Marina
Light Up the Night with the return of this annual island 
Holiday tradition from 6 to roughly 8 p.m.! Watch a �otilla 
of Holiday-decorated boats that will circle the Parade route 
twice! For the complete “Christmas Boat Parade” route, see 
the “Christmas Boat Parade” article in this edition. People’s 
Choice Voting takes place all along the parade route; see 
www.fortmyersbeach.org

Sunday, December 7
AND EVERY SUNDAY
Bayside Veterans Park Concert Series
@Bayside Veterans Park
Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local musicians 
at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts from 4 to 7 p.m.! 
December 7: “Limited Edition”; December 14: “Joe Yeoman 
Band”; December 21; TBA; & December 28: TBA. See www.
fortmyersbeach.org.

Monday, December 8
FMB Art Association Show:  
“Art Devine” Holiday Sale
@FMBAA Gallery
Looking for that truly unique Holiday gift? Then hurry over 
to the “Art Devine” Holiday Sale at the FMB Art Association 
Gallery, where all the “Art Devine” works are under $200! 
“Art Devine” is from December 8 through January 2, 2026, 
at the FMBAA’s new Gallery at 13451 McGregor Boulevard, 
Unit #1, in Cypress Square in Fort Myers, near the 
Prawnbroker Restaurant & Fish Market. The Gallery is open 
with FREE admission Monday through Wednesday from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. & Thursday through Saturday Noon to 6 p.m. 
See www.fortmyersbeachart.com.

Monday, December 8
& EVERY MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
CROW Campus Tours
@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife
An in-depth look at what the animal patients experience, from 
intake to release, including the hospital and treatment process. 
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