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Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
~ patients with all medical options in a caring

of ce environment,

medicine, imaging

offering regenerative
services, physical medicine,

rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries
and Sports Medicine

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction

and Rehabiliation

www.gardnerorthopedics.com
Prompt appointments available for urgent care.

Restorative & v

Anti-Aging Clinic

 Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
* Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement
 Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

* B-12 Injection Packages

* L.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

* OBAGI Skincare Products * Blue Peel Packages
* Botox ¢ Xeomin ¢ Belotero ¢ Radiesse ¢Volbella

* Voluma ¢ Juvederm ¢ Kybella

Give us a call today to discuss how we
can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery

Aileen Padilla, DO
Specializing in Physical Medicine

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint
Replacement, and Sports
Medicine

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Ft. Myers, FL 33916

NOW OFFERING!

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: in ammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxi cation, increases energy
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

Schedule your drip today!

— Gardner Orthopedics

October 2025
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An independently owned community magazine.

PUBLISHER. . ... ... Sandy Sandness
239-222-0129 « ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

CONTENT COORDINATOR. .. ..o Gary Mooney
239-898-7905 « gmooney@bestversionmedia.com

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER . .. ..... Sandy Sandness
DESIGNER ........ ... ... .. i Joe Kelly

For Sponsorship Information

CONTACT | Sandy Sandness

Email | ssandness@bestversionmedia.com
Phone 1239-222-0129

FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of each month,
6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoug hts, ideas and
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submis sions
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a
maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:
Emergency: 911

Lee County Sheriff's Of ce: 239-477-1000
FMB Fire Department: 239-590-4200

FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202

FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162

Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275
Beach Elementary School: 239-463-6356
FMB Water Department: 239-463-9914
Trash Collection: 239-334-1224

Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885
CenturyLink: 239-335-3111

Comcast Cable Company: 239-432-9277
FMB Chamber of Commerce: 239-454-7500

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, a dvertisements and
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or rep resent the views of
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of
materials generated or composed through arti cial intelligence (Al). All content
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2025 Best
Version Media. All rights reserved.
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INSURANCE SERVICES

We've weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our
*ODGLRORXV RIEFH EHORZ

Wendy Matura

wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0 (239)463-5200

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! N e 27

HOME « FLOOD « AUTO « CONDO « BOAT
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Letter to Residents

# L 2

Hello Friends & Neighbors!

A signi cant FMB milestone occurred near the eRMB. at same night, the annual “Fright Night” retus
of September. Our island community hosted the ralBay Oaks Park for a hauntingly good time for the
weekend of the fantastic “Island Hopper Songwriteritire family, lled with games, candy and prialésor
Festival” from Friday through Sunday, Septemberj8 $5-per-family!
through 28, at nine island bars and restaurants!

The next night, the FMB Community Foundation
Why is that significant? Because in FMB lore, tiwsts its inaugural “Haunted Carnival Pub Crawdt’ N

return of the annual “Island Hopper” marks the etwbe outdone, the FMB Woman’s Club invites everyon
of “Offseason” and is the unofficial start of “T&ar to its “Monthly Social” on Wednesday, October 2@nwv
Season”! While it will take the next few monthmd®efe it turns the Estero Island Historical Society @ettato
truly reach the height — and insanity — of Se&son, a “Haunted Bungalow” for a night of history, haagsi
now begins to creep up, it becomes harder to bmikla and Halloween Cheer! On Saturday afternoon, Novembe
room or nd your table at your favorite islandawstnt, 1, the Fort Myers Beach Art Association host&tis 7

‘ and theFMB LIVING MagazinéEvents Calendar” lls anniversary celebration at their new Gallery &1134

= up with fun activities for Locals and Touristsalik McGregor Boulevard, near the Prawnbroker Restaura

& Fish Market. On top of all that, Halloween falhsa

l) “ ” H
Want pr(?‘of. e "Fort My(-:,:rs ECEIEN W EIRCE kICk%:riday night, so many FMB bars & restaurants sl h
o the FMB “Farmers Market” season on October &, anhoulish delights all weekend!

continues every Friday through April in Times Eaaquaqr

= Next month, the “Santini Marina Plaza Market” joines Speaking of hauntingly ghoulish delights, pleas
— party, on each Tuesday and ursday through Aprihat support our advertisers because we cannot debver “
== Santini Marina Plaza and the “Moss Marina Markidt” iMyers Beach LIVING Magazine” to you free of charge
be on Wednesdays through April. All three marketsvathout them. When you visit, let them know that yo
from9 a.m.to 1 p.m. saw their ad in our magazine so we can providetiou
z'm(is community-oriented original entertainment each
month.

If music is your thing, the popular “Bayside P
Concert Series,” sponsored in part by the TowMBf F
and the FMB Chamber of Commerce, expands from oneHappy Halloween & Have An Awesome Beach Day!
evening to two, with Fridays joining Sundays! i iste
to fantastic tunes from local musicians at theB& FR
weekly outdoor concerts, with Fridays from 6 tor® p
and Sundays 4 to 7 p.m. After the Sunday contezts, &
Lighthouse Island Resort Tiki Bar keeps the pairtg g
with its Reggae show from 6 to 9 p.m.

/ Publisher
Th_e F_MB_ “S_ocial Scene” picks up in Octoper! A Fort Myers Beach LIVING

FMB institution is November’s “American Sand Siagipt ¥

Championship” and it begins with the “Preview Partyd i 239-222-0129

on Friday, October 24, at the Margaritaville BRasort [Fe y ssandness@bestversionmedia.co

Fort Myers Beach LIVING



Community Feature

FMB Lions Club President Drew Yelle
was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, “but
| grew up in the Boston area, so that is
where | consider ‘home.”” Drew’s wife,
Tina, is from “Port Arthur, a small town
in the tip of the thumb of Michigan.
My parents own a seasonal resort on
the shores of Lake Huron open for the
summer, so for the offseason, we have
been coming to FMB since | was very
small. Starting with the 1st grade, | at-
tended the Beach Elementary School
and always felt that FMB was home.
Whenever we drove over the bridge to
return to Michigan, | would cry!”

Tina and Drew met on a cruise by
happenstance and it was Love at First
Sight! “It was December 2000 and | was
sharing a four-person room with three
ladies,” laughs Drew! Tina was onboard
only because “I purchased the trip for
my parents as an anniversary gift but
they could not go so | went instead.”
Drew recollects that halfway through
il % the trip, “our eyes met and that was it!”

—

il

Soon, Drew came to FMB to visit Tina.
“Little did | know that her entire family
would be there; not only did | meet her
parents, but Tina’'s three siblings as
well as other friends, so nothing intimi-
dating about that! Talk about a trial by
re! | had a great time, not only with her

family, but hanging out at the Lani Kai
Island Resort and marveling at the New
Year's Eve reworks, so FMB made a
great rst impression on me!” They

continued their long-distance romance

for the next year, until Drew convinced
Tina to relocate to Massachusetts.

7. \ 3 Y ..-‘: . . ! <ot b .. ) : 2
W I l WO l I I W They married in Port Austin in October
2004. “It was a nice family wedding,”

D&ey says, “with a master chef! Tina
werle

d for the chef at the Farm Restau-
| l W e r Srant when she was a teenager, so he
prepared us a sensational dinner.”

“Port Austin is Polka country,” adds
Tina, “but we wanted something more

TI na & D reW Ye"e cosmopolitan so we brought up a Reg -

gae band from Detroit!” Today, Tina
- By Gary Mooney, and Drew are the parents of Evan, who

photos by Sandy Sandness and Tina & Drew Yelle - & e, vzl Ee-eel Cenrl Sl
daughter Ava who is 13.

6 October 2025
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Drew first learned of the FMB Lions “aroundreageavhen | organized an FMB Cub Scout TroopBack in their New England days, hiking up a Ngwsli@mountain in 2004.

Here he is on an Eagle Scout project at thed&indoBBaples.

Year-Round Warmth

After their wedding, Tina and Drew returned to Salam, Mas-
sachusetts, “where we had a nice but little apartme nt,” he ex-
plains. “After we got married, we purchased a start er home.
After Evan and Connor came along, that little two-b edroom
house became too small and we found a larger place. | work
in telemedicine so around that time, | convinced my super-
visors that | could work much more ef ciently from home
and avoid the long commute to the of ce and they ag reed.
| knew from our earliest days that Tina would not tolerate
New England winters forever, especially with three small
children, so she said as long as | can work from ho me, we
should relocate to FMB so we did!”

They soon found their beautiful four-bedroom home in 2014
on Donora Boulevard, with the help of a family friend, Jane
Plummer. “It was the right size for us, with a lot of space for
our kids and just a half-mile from my parents’ hous e,” explains
Tina. “Because we trusted Jane, we bought it sight- unseen,
from just a Facetime tour. Donora is a quiet neighb orhood, we
are close to the beach and water, with no winters a nd year-
round warmth!” “Our home is elevated,” Drew adds, “ and that
worked out well years later, with Hurricane lan.”

One Thousand Bottles of Water

Tina and Drew rode out lan with their family in their home.
“We considered evacuating,” Drew says, "but by the time we
looked for a hotel, there were no vacancies. We attempted to
evacuate for Irma several years earlier but ended u p riding
out that storm stuck in traf c and had no desire to repeat that,
so we stayed. Our storm surge was roughly ten feet, so our
lower level ooded, with the water getting within o ne foot of
our living area. It was alarming when waves crashed along
the sides of the home and against the windows, but our house
proved to be rock-solid, with just one ripped scree n. Sadly,
many of our neighbors who stayed had ground-level h omes,
S0 as soon as conditions allowed, we were out helpi ng.”

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

Tina is a bulk shopper “so we had plenty of food,” she says.
“We walked the block, handing out bottled water and sand-
wiches.” As luck would have it, they had over a tho usand
bottles of water! “The previous March, during the ‘ Shrimp
Festival,” the FMB Lions Club was selling bottled water as
a fundraiser,” Drew explains, “but a waterspout bro ke out
near the Lani Kai, forcing everyone to scramble, so we didn’t
sell as many as expected and took the leftover bott les to my
house. They sure came in handy post-lan; we literally gave
folks who needed water up to a case at a time!”

People Helping People

‘I have been the FMB Lions Club President for several
years,” Drew says. “The FMB Lions Club has been in exis-
tence for over 70 years. We don’t have a huge membe rship
so our club is small but mighty! | rst learned of the FMB
Lions around ten years ago when | organized an FMB Cub

continued on page 14

et~ \ (T N

Drew & Tina married in Port Austin in October 2@0#&as a nice family wedding,” Drew says. Here

they are on their honeymoon at The Great Wathof Ch
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ns Club hosted its
rship Awards Ceremony
’, where it presented
to eleven students

Eleven Recipients Receive $1,000 Scholarships

- by Gary Mooney, Images Courtesy of FMB Lions CLub -

“The Fort Myers Beach Lions Club Scholarship Program be-
gan sometime around the mid-1990s,” explains Darby Do-
erzbacher, the FMB Lions Club Treasurer and Scholarship
Program Chair. “In those days, the Lions Club owned a piece
of property that we hoped would one day be the site of our
Clubhouse, but that was proving to be nancially un feasible,
so we opted to sell the land and use the proceeds t o estab-
lish the Scholarship Program, with the interest to fund the
scholarships.”

The original Scholarship Program was strictly for Trade
Schools, Darby offers. “We wanted kids to get into occupa -
tions like nursing, as well as skilled trades, so that they would
have careers, but over the years, we morphed the pr ogram
to include traditional universities as well as junior colleges.
Most scholarship programs began offering funds just for tra-

8

ditional schools and now includes the others, so in a way, we
were ahead of the curve! Students can use our schol arships
not only on tuition, but for related educational it ems, such as
books and related materials, but NOT for pizza and Cokes!
To ensure that the funds are properly spent, we make out
our checks directly to the educational institution’ s Student
Financial Account.”

In addition to expanding the educational outlets, t he Schol-
arship Program changed in a few other ways, says Darby.
“The original plan was to fund the scholarships thr ough the
interest from the initial investment, and that was ne in the
early years when we only had a few applicants, but thatis no
longer possible now that we allocate ten scholarshi ps each
year, so today proceeds from our annual Shrimp Festival
supplement the fund. We estimate that the FMB Lions Club

October 2025
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The FMB Lions Club Scholarship Program hagetistabghly 300 total scholarships for

over a quarter-million dollars.

Scholarship Program is now roughly in its thirtieth year, so if
you gure 10 recipients per year at $1,000-per-stud ent, the
FMB Lions Club has distributed roughly 300 total sc holar-
ships at over a quarter-million dollars!”

2025 Scholarship Recipients

The FMB Lions Club hosted its 2025 Scholarship Awards
Ceremony on Thursday, August 7, at The Island Pancake
House, where it presented scholarships to the follo wing elev-
en students: Mallory Amos, Jada Coiscou, Sundia Dor leans,
Dusty Dwyer, Maryn Fancher, Elizabeth Geiger, Roman Gil-
berti, Ashley Juan, Christopher Prisco, Joseph Uech er, and
Katie Weber.

“We awarded eleven scholarship this year rather than our
traditional ten because one 2024 recipient was unab le to use
it,” relates Darby. “We had 51 applicants this year , so choos-
ing the recipients was extraordinarily dif cult. Be ing a Beach
Kid certainly helps in receiving consideration for an FMB Li-
ons Club Scholarship, but it does not guarantee one to you.
We do attempt to keep our awards as local as possib le, to
the greater Fort Myers area.”

An important component that the committee looks at, Dar-
by adds, “is community service, as Lions Internatio nal is the
world’s largest community service organization, wit h over
1.5-million members worldwide in over 200 countries . Other
primary criteria are nancial need, grades, if you will be a

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

rst-generation college student, what the student w ill do with

the scholarship, and their long-term career goals. For those
applicants with a true nancial need, an FMB Lions Club
scholarship can be a real game-changer in life. In 2025, the
FMB Lions assembled three tiers of judges, then | c ompiled
all the scores and informed the winners.”

The FMB Lions Club Scholarship Program process begins
shortly after the annual Shrimp Festival on the second week-
end of March, “once the FMB Lions Club members reco ver
from the insanity of the Shrimp Festival,” laughs Darby! “Ap -
plications open up each year around April 1 and we accept
them through the end of May; you can access an appl ication
form online at www.fmblions.com. Judging occurs thr ough-
out June, with the results in by July. We inform the recipi-
ents and the Awards Banquet is in early August. ‘The Island
Pancake House’ did a wonderful job this year, with everyone
enjoying a terri c time.”

Rewarding & Fun

All FMB residents and seasonals are welcome to beco me
FMB Lions Club members, reports Darby. “Just simply ex-
press your interest to any FMB Lions Club member or attend
one of our monthly Club meetings and we can get the pro-
cess underway. In season, we meet twice a month, on the
2nd and 4th Thursday, in the St. Raphael’s Church Comfort
Hall at 5601 Williams Drive, with Social Half-Hour at 6 p.m.
and the meeting at 6:30 p.m. We have all types of members,
from professionals to retirees and even families. Regardless
of your status in life, the most precious thing we can give of
ourselves is our time, so contribute your time in service to
others.”

She joined the FMB Lions Club in 1987! “I did so for three
reasons: First, | had the desire to pay it forward to my com-
munity, as life was very good to me! Second, my Dad was a
Lion in our small hometown so | got to witness rst -hand how
much people can accomplish in a short amount of tim e when
they work together. Finally, 1987 was the rst year in which
Lions International allowed women to join! The FMB Lions
Club had a Woman’s Auxiliary back then and | was al ready
in that, so when women could nally become members, the
entire Woman’s Auxiliary transitioned as a group.”

Darby explains why the FMB Lions Club means so much to
her: “Sometimes you wonder why you devote so much of
your time when you could be doing something else ju st for
yourself, then that ‘A-Ha Moment’ occurs, when someone
comes up and thanks you for helping their child wit h their
vision problems or for awarding them a scholarship and how
that positively changed their lives. You realize how many
people you truly touch, and that is the reward of b eing an
FMB Lions Club member! We are there for those who cannot
do for themselves or who fall between society’s cra cks, to
say to them, ‘take my hand and | will help you up along the
way.” As an FMB Lion, you do not do just for yourself but for
others, and that is everything. That feeling is pretty amaz-
ing, so please join us. You will make a valuable co mmunity
contribution, make friends, and enjoy yourself whil e you are
doing it!” Q
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networking with complimentary coffee and tasty bredtastiays, October 6 & 20 'y
items at Fifth-Third Bank at 11550 Majestic Palms .
Boulevard, just off San Carlos Boulevard. The FREEgTown Hall ﬁ
“Coffee Connection”is 8 to 9:30 a.m.; The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild
see www.fortmyersbeach.org. FMB in the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulev.

Monday Through Friday 9 a.m.; for information, see www.fortmyersbeach .gov.
Thursday though Saturday

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center October 2 - 24 Tuesday, October 7

The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is partially reopelvian & EVERY MONDAY

Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Indgoy; THROUGH FRIDAY

Pickleball daily from 10 a.m. to Noon with Open Gy@r¥MBAA Gallery
Fridays from 5 to 7 p.m. FMB residents $5 to $7 wihslel at the Fort Myers Beach Art Assazibéion's Oc @Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife

others $10. The Weight & Cardio Room is open agsifioas “Plein Air Exhibit,” through Fridag4aober  an in-depth look at what the animal patients experience,
well. For Bay Oaks status updates, their new Gallery at 13451 McGregor Boukéard, Unifrom intake to release, including the hospital and

see www.fortmyersbeach .org. in Cypress Square in Fort Myers, near theePrawnbrokreatment process. The 90-minute tour is Monday

_ Restaurant & Fish Market. The Gallery isdmen Thursthrough Friday at 11 a.m.; $25-per-person with advance
Monday Through Friday through Saturdays with free admission froBnaNDON 10 registration and payment necessary at 239-472-3644,
For more information, see www.fortmyersbeachart.cogmpog or reservations@crowclinic.org.

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Bay Oaks hosts this incredible “After School Progr@nitay, October 3 Wednesday, October 8

for Beach Elementary School students EVERY Mopddy) EVERY FRIDAY
through Friday throughout the academic year for g

snacks and homework from after school to 6 p.m. $1 OUGH APRIL

. : Town Hall
for FMB residents & $175 for non-residents per semester! @ . . . .
For information see www.fortmyersbeach ggv @Times Square The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild

This Downtown FMB Market offers fresh produce, aRig&hin the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at
foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EVERYnFrida9 a.m.; for information, see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. -

Wednesday, October 1 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; see www.41markets.com.

& EVERY WEDNESDAY Wednesday, October 8 ———
@The FMB Public Library Friday, October 3 & EVERY WEDNESDAY §

The perfect way to educate and entertain your IittIeAND EVERY FRIDAY THROUGH SATURDAY %
ones, with a story each Wednesday at 10 a.m. There . U sf".;—:;'-:_
is something for everyone at the fabulous FMB Puf§&ayside Park @The Historic Mound House —

Library! For more information, see www.fmb.lib. .us—.rhe _“Bayside Park Concert Serie_s” proved SO populaDi;gover the incredible history of thg Calusa,_ the
that it now expands to EVERY Friday evaertiilg! Relaxoriginal stewards of Southwest Florida, on this

listening to fantastic tunes from local mutsies®s a  30-minute guided outdoor tour. Explore how the

Wednesday, October 1

FREE weekly outdoor concerts, weather oenritting, fCalusa shaped their environment and uncover the =~

& EVERY WEDNESDAY THROUGH to 9 p.m.! October 3: TBA; October 10: “Waward Sostories revealed by archaeologists through hands-on..
SATURDAY October 17: “Simply-Fi; October 24: TBA; & October activities such an atlatl demonstration. Calusa Tou
“Riverside”. See www.fortmyersbeach.org. Wednesday through Saturday at 11 a.m. & 1 p.m.

includes Mound House admission; o=

@The Historic Mound House Saturdays, October 4 & 11 see www.moundhouse.org. ——

Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest standiniy b
structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum that digpdays Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom Thursday, October 9 —
Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits and the one-offayisirdday, 8-hour basic boating class includes Flori@aEVERY WEDNESDAY
1,600-year-old underground shell mound attractionnavigation rules and how to deal with water emergeMiROUGH SATURDAY
Wednesdays through Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., v§ih-per-person & $20 each additional person from 8:15
Grounds daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adults $15, Stadent® Noon; see www.scbps.com. =S

. ] @The Historic Mound House E
$8, Kids 6 t0 12 $5, & 5 & under free; Grounds free. See Explore the winding mangrove creeks and hidden ¢ { -
www.moundhouse.org. Sunday, October 5 -

backwaters of the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve on thg.e

AND EVERY SUNDAY 2-hour tour. The MH provides all equipment; ages =~ =~

Thursday, October 2 12 & up, weather permitting and participants must =

| ‘ @Bayside Park wear shoes and bring water. The Eco-Kayak Toursss _?a
@Fifth-Third Bank Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local are every Wednesday through Saturday from 9 to

Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends for mysicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concertsa.m. $50-per-person including MH admission with &
weather permitting, from 4 to 7 p.m.! OctAber 5: TBeservations necessary at www.moundhouse.org.

[92] T
o W October 12: TBA; October 19: TBA; & October 26: TBA
s Bk LA 8¢ A See www.fortmyersbeach.org. Thursday, October 9
c|e 6|81 7|52
N L (slslelzlalels Sunday, October 5 @Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery
t r AND EVERY SUNDAY Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a scrump
B2 3|7 4|9]9|8 luncheon from Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront H
s 91|86 2|73 @Lighthouse Island Resort Tiki Bar Whjle Iiste“ning toa presenta"tion from Bill & Marrial
¢ | alwlwl=Tnla] als After you enjoy Sunday’s “Bayside Park Concert Seffdtght of “The Sand Lovers” from 11:30 a.m. to 1
; boogie on over to the nearby Lighthouse Island ResBriTiRoyal Corinthian Homes sponsors the Octobe
7|3 |61 |8 |5(4|9 |2 / Bar to get your Reggae on from 6 to 9 p.m. Dreadlokkgicheon. $32 members & $42 prospective memb
9 1/s|2 7 4|36 s NG optional! See www.lighthouseislandresort.com. ~ See www.fortmyersbeach.org.
2/8(a|3|9 61|75

October 2025




Calendar of Events
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Friday, October 10 November 20 to 24! The Margaritaville Beach Reddtednesday, October 29
Welcome & Discovery Center FMB will debut the rst Sand Sculpting masterpiece)/B \\/oman's Club Monthly Social
@Lovers Key State Park on its terrace. The rst 50 people who buy tickets @EIHS Cottage

The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and infofgfive a FREE Drink, with a Cash Bar and food fgin the FMB Woman'’s Club for their October
visitors about Lovers Key habitats through interactivePUrchase throughout the evening, with live sand Social at the Estero Island Historical Society’s
displays Wednesdays through Saturdays from 10 a.rictping demonstrations from “The Sand Lovershjstoric Cottage at 161 Bay Street at 7 p.m.! Tl

p.m. The W&DC is FREE with the park entry fee; T purchase tickets or for more information, FMB Woman’s Club will turn the EIHS Cottage

see www.friendso overskey.org. see www.margaritavilleresorts.com. into a “Haunted Bungalow,” for a night of histor!
hauntings and Halloween Cheer! The evening

Friday, October 10 Saturday, October 25 features food, drinks, spooky fun and a “sneak

& EVERY FRIDAY “Mono lament Madness” peek” into the FMB Woman'’s Club “Murder My:
Sunset Kayak Tours @Salty Sam’s Marina Series.” For more information, see www.fmb-w
@The Historic Mound House Grab your gloves a_nd kayak if you have one and meet

Immerse yourself in the breathtaking beauty of a guic?éc?alty_ Sam’s Marina to help remove mono lamenfriday, October 31

“Sunset Kayak Tour!” Paddle through a pristine Iandsig lines and other debris from the water and  HAPPY HALLOWEEN! :
as the Golden Hour transforms the Estero Bay into a>'0'€line from 8 am. to 2 p.m. Register in advancg gbk for Halloween Events at various FMB bar
picturesque wonderland. The “Sunset Kayak Tours” WWW-KLCB.org and see the Reservation System lifstaurants all up-&-down the island!

include a two-hour guided experience, kayak and paddling

equipment, and Mound House admission. $45-per- Saturday, October 25 Saturday, November 1
person, with reservations required and start times at wiwid/ \Volleyball v. Miami Dade Sharks FMB Art Association
moundhouse.org. @Suncoast Credit Union Arena

“75th Anniversary Celebration”

The Florida SouthWes_terp State Collt_—:ge Lad_y @FMBAA Gallery
Tuesday, October 14 Buccaneers are the reigning Three-Time Junior 1o Fyie At Association invites the entire F
FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting College Volleyball National Champions. They o, mynity to join them to celebrate their 75th
@Town Hall continue their “four-peat” quest by hosting Anniversary at this FREE event! There will be

The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Councilt$ontinues(imnf"““"‘m:"3 rival Mlaml Dade S_harks, whom_ the and music and of course a plethora of fantasti
work to rebuild FMB at the New Town Halteb6231 Es-2dy Bucs defeated in the National Championshigy, o it beverages available via a contribution.
Boulevard at 9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. Match in the last three years. Don't mllslgtms battI'he FMBAA 75th Anniversary Celebration is

of the Lad.y Volleyball titans at 2 p.m.! &ickets aryeir new Gallery at 13451 McGregor Boulev,
Wednesday, October 15 $8 to $10; see www.fswbucs.com. Unit #1, in Cypress Square in Fort Myers, ne

FMB Community Foundation Happy Hour Prawnbroker Restaurant & Fish Market, from

@The Island Pancake House Saturday, October 25 p.m. For details, see www.fortmyersbeachart
The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s leadi aunted Carnival Pub Crawl

philanthropic organization, so join in on the fun at The” MB Bars & Restaurapts . . _ Tuesday, November 4

Island Pancake House at 2801 Estero Boulevard from3¢@ur FMB Community Foundation friends withanp EVERY TUESDAY &

to 7 p.m.; see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com. their inaugural island tradition, “The Haunted CamufﬂURSDAY THROUGH APRIL

Pub Crawl,” from 5 to 8 p.m.! Purchase tickets in L .
advance at the participating establishments for $20°211N1 Marina Plaza Market

Thursday, OCtOb“er 16 § or sign up that evening for $25. Play various game&Santini Marina Plaza
FMB Chamber “Business After Hours along the Pub Crawl, then turn in your completed This FMB South End Market offers fresh produ

@Clinic for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife (CROW)  ticket at the afterparty at “The Whale” for prize artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EV4
Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time at the drawings. Enjoy games, prizes and drink specials, Tugeday & Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m,;
fascinating Clinic for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife (CR@¥¥h award to the Best Costume! For details andS€€ Www.41markets.com.

on Sanibel Island at 3883 Sanibel-Captiva Road. CRE&Nicipating establishments,

is a teaching hospital and education center dedicatedge www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com. Wednesday, November 5

to saving wildlife through veterinary care, research, AND EVERY WEDNESDAY
education, and conservation medicine. Enjoy deliciotgs day, October 26 THROUGH APRIL
complimentary appetizers and a cash bar from 5:30 t l‘}n ’

%t Raphael's Day” Moss Marina Market

@St. Raphael’s Catholic Church @Moss Marina

Join the St. Raphael’s Catholic Church congregatiorhatMoss Marina Market at 401 Old San Carlo

Friday, October 24 5601 Williams Drive, FMB, to celebrate “St. RaphaBkailevard offers fresh produce, artisan foods,

PR Day” with activities that foster fellowship and joy! Forafts, clothing and more EVERY Wednesday f
Fright Night details, see www.straphaelschurch.org. am.tolp.m,;

@I_Bay Oaks P_ark _ ) see www.41markets.com.
Enjoy a hauntingly ghoulish evening of Halloween F‘WI&Hday October 27

the entire family at the annual Bay Oaks “Fright Night” m:én L
6 to 9 p.m.! There will be music, food trucks, in atablé: Art Association Saturday, November 8

maze, obstacle course, in atable ax throwing, bounce | 0VEmber Show: “Celebration!” St. R_apha_el s Church

house, costume contest, candy, games, prizes and n{@feMpAA Gallery _ “Shrimp Dinners”

this Family-Friendly event, all for just $5-per-family! Hgrconjunction with the FMBAA's 75th Anniversary, @St. Raphael's Catholic Church

more information, email Neill at nmathes@fmbgov.cdhipresents “Celebration!” The exhibit runs through St. Raphael’s Legendary “Shrimp Dinners” ret
Friday, December 5, at the FMBAA new Gallery aton the second Saturday of each month throug

Friday, October 24 13451 McGregor Boulevard, Unit #1, in Cypress April! Savor scrumptious “Pink Gold” shrimp, a
Square in Fort Myers, near the Prawnbroker with baked beans, slaw, cornbread, dessert ai

’ . ) Restaurant & Fish Market. The Gallery is open witlheverage for $20-per-person, with music by “T|

Champlpns'hlp Preview Party FREE admission on Mondays through WednesdaySoldtones.” Dine in or carryout at St. Raphael

@Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. & Thursdays through Comfort Hall at 5601 Williams Drive, FMB. Fo

Join us for the unof cial opening event of fithe Ame saturdays from Noon to 6 p.m. For information,  more information, see www.straphaelschurch.g

Sand Sculpting Championship” that will grawa FMB §ee www.fortmyersbeachart.com.

p.m. Members FREE & $16 perspective members;
see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

“American Sand Sculpting







continued from page 4

we were losing members, many of them whom had to re -
locate after lan, so we needed to do something to s tabi-
lize our situation, and we found this Cyprus Square site
and signed a three-year lease. Then a wonderful thing
happened — more and more people discovered or redis -
covered the FMBAA and now our membership is growing
fast! Plus, it is exciting to once again host our o wn shows
in our own Gallery, though we will have a few exhibits off-
site this season due to prior commitments.”

Julie describes the new FMBAA Gallery “as a place t hat
looks like a first-class art gallery, with a really good vibe!
It is wonderful to have our own place to call home again,
where we can gather as a group, exchange ideas, and

have our own space to create, with artists having t he abil-
ity to come and go as they please. The FMBAA is a work-
ing group, so members can access the building at an y
time, day or night. Once you are a member, we famil iarize
you with how to safely open and lock the Gallery so you
can work at your own time and pace. That is a big F MBAA
membership perk!”

The FMBAA is For Youl!

Julie joined the FMBAA roughly 15 years ago. “As a re-
tired nurse, | now have time to pursue artistic interests
that | could not do when working. As Snowbirds, we live
in a high-rise beach condominium so | don’t have mu ch
space in which to paint. | began looking for a plac e where
| could create, surrounded by like-minded people, a nd |
discovered the FMBAA that is perfect for me!”

She encourages you to become an FMBAA member. “If
you want to join an exciting group, meet new people and
make terrific connections, want to learn to paint or be-

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

come a better artist, learn how to sell your artwork and
market yourself, shares ideas and techniques, and e njoy
fun social activities and events, then the FMBAA is for
you! Simply contact any FMBAA member or go online to
www.fortmyersbeachart.com, click on the membership
form link and get the process underway. | can tell you for
sure that our best way of recruiting new members is via
‘word of mouth,” as our members are happy to spread the
word!”

The FMBAA commences its “Snowbird Hours” from Oc -
tober 15 through April 14, 2026. Its Gallery will b e open
Mondays through Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. &
Thursdays through Saturdays from Noon to 6 p.m. It is at
13451 McGregor Boulevard, Unit #1, in Cypress Squar e in
Fort Myers, near the Prawnbroker Restaurant & Fish Mar-
ket. The FMBAA Gallery is FREE and open to the public;
for additional information on exhibits, classes, ac tivities
and more, see www.fortmyersbeachart.com.

Julie emphasizes that the long-term goal of the FMB AA is
to return to the island and rebuild their Gallery. “We retain
our old property and are slowly raising funds, but it is a
long process. We cannot just rebuild like our old s tructure
but must now elevate a new building to current floo d re-
strictions and regulations. Then we have other questions
to answer. For instance, many of our new members do not
live on FMB but come from the greater Fort Myers area —
will they want to travel a little further to get to an island
gallery? Like many others on FMB post-lan, we need to
see what the future ultimately holds. What we know for
sure is that the FMB community needs us, as the FMBAA
provides art, leisure and entertainment for Locals, Sea-
sonals and Tourists alike.” Q
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Community Events

continued from page 7

Scout Troop and approached the Lions for help; they were
so welcoming and helpful. When they suggested that | join
the club, how could | say No? While most people kno w the
FMB Lions for hosting the annual ‘Shrimp Festival,’ the Lions
are so much more, focusing on many causes such as v ision,
hunger, diabetes, childhood cancer, environment, yo uth, di-
saster relief, and humanitarian efforts. The ‘Shrimp Festival’
fundraiser empowers all the philanthropy including scholar-
ship funds for FMB kids. The FMB Lions are amazing!”

Tina and Drew re ect on why giving back to their co mmunity
means so much. “l was an Eagle Scout and service to your
community is a crucial aspect of that, so it has be en important
to me for a long time,” Drew states. “On FMB, volunteering
feels personal, as this community accomplishes wond erful
things. Islanders know from experience that even a small ef-
fort can have huge impacts. Volunteering here is su rprisingly
infectious. There is no better example than the island-wide
response after a hurricane. While agencies like FEMA have
their place, the rst people who will respond to yo u at the
time of your greatest need are your FMB neighbors.” “People
helping people,” echoes Tina. “That is what FMB is all about!”

When they consider what FMB will look like in ve y ears, "big -
ger and taller,” predicts Tina, “but hopefully we ¢ an keep our
small-town feel.” “Rebuilt stronger, with structure s that can
withstand future hurricanes better,” says Drew. “Mo st of the
residences are returning quickly, but many major co mmercial
structures are taking longer and will still be work s in progress.
| hope that the island can attract more families with young
children. | am an optimist, so | think that whatever FMB ulti-
mately becomes, it will still be a great place to | ive!”

As for what they most love about FMB, “its natural aspects,”
raves Tina. “I love the tidal pools in the Gulf and the Back Bay
estuaries where you see a wide variety of sea life. | love taking
Ava to Lovers Key State Park nature programs, because they
are so fun and educational; | wish we had more even ts like that,
for residents and visitors. You can't beat FMB’s natural beauty.”

“We love the people,” concludes Drew. “We are shy, stay-at-
home types, but FMB pulls at you to come out of your shell
and join in to make this the best place ever to liv e, work and
play. Like Tina, the natural beauty of FMB appeals to me.
The sunsets are magni cent, each one better than th e last.
We ask each other now as we stroll along the shore if we still
see ourselves living on FMB after we retire, and we always
answer, ‘why would we be anywhere else!” Q

'DIVERSIFIED

Y. ERVICES, INC.

751 Fishermans Wharf = Ft. Myers Beach
239.765.8700 = DYSinc.com

SERVICES INCLUDE:

m Qutboard Service Center
® Factory Trained Technicians

m Services, repowers, diagnostics,
electronics installation

® Accessory installation
i.e. power pole and trolling motor

® All major OEM parts for gas
and diesel engines

| [Lieiicap il N
® 1] ‘Sg““: Ky & TOSFISHERMANS WHARE - I MYERS BEACH 33931

Enjoy Food & Drink
Full Menu Available

at our Patio or Swing Bar YucatanBeachStand.com
Open Daily 11am ¢ LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

239.333.4386
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