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Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous 
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium, 
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a 
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions 
including but not limited to: in�ammation, acute sinusitis, 
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory 
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies. 
Studies show it can aid in detoxi�cation, increases energy 
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover. 

Schedule your drip today! 

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100

Ft. Myers, FL 33916 
www.gardnerorthopedics.com 

Prompt appointments available for urgent care. 

Ronald Gardner, MDl ABOS  
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries 
and Sports Medicine 

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS  
Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma 
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction 

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS  
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery 

Aileen Padilla, DO  
Specializing in Physical Medicine  
and Rehabiliation 

Are you struggling with the middle age blues? 

Do you feel you are just not yourself or not 
meeting the expected potential of the “younger” 
you? Are you feeling run down, low energy, or 
experiencing muscle loss? Are you starting to see 
�ne wrinkles or loss of skin elasticity?

•  Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
•  Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement
• Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing
• B-12 Injection Packages
• I.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions
• OBAGI Skincare Products • Blue Peel Packages
• Botox • Xeomin • Belotero • Radiesse •Volbella
• Voluma • Juvederm • Kybella 

Give us a call today to discuss how we  
can help you be the best you! 
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C 

Restorative &  
Anti-Aging Clinic

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS  
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip, 
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint 
Replacement, and Sports 
Medicine 

NOW OFFERING!

The Myers’ Cocktail 
IV Nutrition Therapy

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK — Gardner Orthopedics

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing 
patients with all medical options in a caring 
of�ce environment, offering regenerative 
medicine, imaging services, physical medicine, 
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services. 

So you can get back to doing the things you love!

Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?PAIN
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SUDOKU RULES:
Each row must contain the digits 1-9.
Each column must contain the digits 1-9.
Each box must contain the digits 1-9.
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FEEDBACK / IDEAS / SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy to hear 
from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 20th of  each month, 
6 weeks in advance of publication. Email your thoug hts, ideas and 
photographs to gmooney@bestversionmedia.com. Submis sions 
must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a 
maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right 
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:  
Emergency: 911

�-�F�F���$�P�V�O�U�Z���4�I�F�S�J�G�G���T���0�G�m�D�F����������������������������

�'�.�#���'�J�S�F���%�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U����������������������������

FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202

FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162

Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275

�#�F�B�D�I���&�M�F�N�F�O�U�B�S�Z���4�D�I�P�P�M����������������������������

�'�.�#���8�B�U�F�S���%�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U����������������������������

�5�S�B�T�I���$�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�P�O����������������������������

Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885

CenturyLink: 239-335-3111

�$�P�N�D�B�T�U���$�B�C�M�F���$�P�N�Q�B�O�Z����������������������������

�'�.�#���$�I�B�N�C�F�S���P�G���$�P�N�N�F�S�D�F����������������������������

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, a dvertisements and 
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or rep resent the views of 
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible 
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of 
�N�B�U�F�S�J�B�M�T���H�F�O�F�S�B�U�F�E���P�S���D�P�N�Q�P�T�F�E���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���B�S�U�J�m�D�J�B�M���J�O�U�F�M�M�J�H�F�O�D�F���	�"�*�
�����"�M�M���D�P�O�U�F�O�U��
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2026 Best 
Version Media. All rights reserved. 

A Best Version Media Magazine
An independently owned community magazine.

We’ve weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.

Until then, we are here to service you from our
�*�O�D�G�L�R�O�R�X�V���R�I�Ë�F�H���E�H�O�R�Z

9681 Gladiolus Drive Suite 111, Fort Myers, FL 3390 8 • wwww.trustrti.com

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997!

HOME • FLOOD • AUTO • CONDO • BOAT

Wendy Matura 
wendy@trustrti.com 

D (239)314-1307 
O (239)463-5200

© Best Version Media
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Hello Friends & Neighbors!
Happy Valentine’s Day!

When I think of Valentine’s Day, one word conjures 
to mind – LOVE! When I consider everything that 
FMB has endured over the past decade – the Water 
Quality Crisis of 2018, the COVID Pandemic of 2020, 
Hurricane Ian in 2022 and Hurricanes Helene and 
Milton in 2024 – I  can think of only one reason why 
we are still living and running our businesses on this 
7-mile slice of sand in 2026: because we LOVE Fort 
Myers Beach!

With Valentine’s Day on a Saturday this year, that 
is always a challenging time to find a great table at 
your favorite restaurant to “wine-&-dine” your sweetie. 
If you are one of those who did not make an early 
reservation, No Worries – there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with celebrating Valentine’s Day with your loved 
one on the Thursday or Friday before or the Sunday 
after. Fortunately, FMB has a plethora of outstanding 
restaurants with scrumptious food and breathtakingly 
romantic views, so celebrate with your love at any point 
over the long weekend. Better yet, pick a few different 
places and pay homage to our national day of love 
several times!

Today, we know Valentine’s Day as f lowers and 
heart-shaped boxes of candy, romantic dinners and 
Cupid, but what is the story behind February 14? Its 
history includes the Catholic Church, pagan rituals – 
and what modern holiday doesn’t trace itself back to 
pagan rituals – the Roman Empire, Geoffrey Chaucer 
and William Shakespeare! It’s a long and complicated 
tale, full of twists and turns, but endlessly interesting, 
so when you have a few free moments, Google it and 
learn the backstory for yourself.

I hope you kept your February Saturdays free 
because FMB is about to fill them with fabulous 

fundraisers! February 7 is the wacky and totally fun 
“Mrs. Roper’s Back to The Beach Caftan Crawl” to 
benefit “FMB Strong.” Saturday, February 14 is the 
FMB Community Foundation’s elegant and totally 
fun “Fashion Show,” and February 21 brings us the 
extravagant and totally fun “Beauty & The Beach: 
Havana Nights” at Lovers Key State Park, hosted by 
“The Friends of Lovers Key.” Most of us cannot make 
all three, but they range in price from $20 per person 
up to $500 so pick the one that best fits your budget 
and passion, because no matter which of these three 
outstanding fundraisers you attend, you will have 
a totally fun time! If you need help in making your 
selection, there are articles on each of these beloved 
island traditions in this edition of FMB LIVING 
Magazine.

Speaking of beloved island traditions, please support 
our advertisers because we cannot deliver Fort Myers 
Beach LIVING Magazine to you free of charge without 
them. When you do visit, please let them know that 
you saw their ad in our magazine so we can continue 
to provide you with this community-oriented original 
entertainment each month.

Happy Valentine’s Day & Have An Awesome Beach Day!!

Publisher

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

239-222-0129

ssandness@bestversionmedia.com

Letter to Residents © Best Version Media



continued on page 13

FMB Hustling & Bustling in Season! - Jacki Liszak, President Fort Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce! -

Community Feature

Welcome to Season! Now that February is here, it’s time to dust 
off an old island adage – locals don’t buy grocery store ice cream 
this time of year because by the time we make it home through 
�T�F�B�T�P�O�B�M���U�S�B�G�m�D�
���J�U���N�F�M�U�T���J�O���U�I�F���C�B�D�L���T�F�B�U�þ

I’m predicting that Fort Myers Beach in 2026 will e njoy a strong, 
steady season, and I base that on two things. First , vacation rentals 
booked earlier this year than we have been seeing –  a reliable 
indicator of a healthy season ahead. Will it match pre-COVID or pre-
Hurricane Ian levels? Probably not just yet, but we are absolutely on 
our way to enjoying a good, old-fashioned island se ason.

One likely trigger for those early bookings? Winter  2025-26 
came in hot – and cold – for our northern friends, bringing 
record lows and major snowfalls across the Midwest and East 
Coast. Nothing fuels dreams of paradise quite like two feet of 
snow and subzero temperatures staring back at you t hrough 
the window, especially when paradise includes seven  miles of 
sugar-white sand.

�.�Z�� �T�F�D�P�O�E�� �J�O�E�J�D�B�U�P�S�� �J�T�� �G�B�S�� �M�F�T�T�� �T�D�J�F�O�U�J�m�D���� �i�K�V�T�U�� �B�� �G�F�F�M�J�O�H���w�� ����������
simply feels different – in the best possible way.

Maybe it’s because we were hurricane-free in 2025.
Maybe it’s the early winter up north.
Maybe it’s how far along we are on our comeback.
Maybe it’s more condominiums reopening and Snowbirds 
returning earlier than they have in years.

Or maybe it’s a new FMB vibe.

Late last year, it felt like the island reached a t urning point. The 
energy and optimism of our residents and business o wners 
surged, and that positivity is contagious. The hust le and bustle 
is already here – and it is so good to see locals, Snowbirds 
and visitors enjoying Fort Myers Beach once again. Welcome 
Back!

Speaking of “Welcome Back” . . .
We are thrilled to welcome back two beloved island icons 
devastated by Hurricane Ian.

�i�5�I�F���8�I�B�M�F�w���S�F�P�Q�F�O�F�E���B�S�P�V�O�E���5�I�B�O�L�T�H�J�W�J�O�H���B�O�E���J�U���T���I�B�S�E���U�P���Q�V�U��
into words how much it means to have this legendary beach 
bar and restaurant back. Owners Dawn and Mike Miller did an 
extraordinary job rebuilding this cherished landmark. Each of its 
three levels offers its own unique vibe – so make a point to visit 
them all and pick your favorite. And don’t miss it at night – the 
illuminated Whale is absolutely stunning.

We’re also delighted to welcome back The Flamingo Inn at the 
south end of the island. This charming boutique hotel has been 
missed, and we’re thrilled to see it once again welcoming guests.
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Amy and Rick Loughrey are both from Niagara Falls, only she is from 
Niagara Falls, Canada and he from Niagara Falls, New York! They 
each worked at their family businesses that were on ly a few miles 
�B�Q�B�S�U�����i�.�Z���G�B�U�I�F�S���I�J�S�F�E���I�J�T���G�B�U�I�F�S���U�P���E�P���T�P�N�F���X�P�S�L���G�P�S���V�T���B�O�E���U�I�B�U���J�T��
�I�P�X���X�F���N�F�U�
�w���S�F�D�P�M�M�F�D�U�T���"�N�Z�����5�I�F�S�F���X�B�T���B�O���J�N�N�F�E�J�B�U�F���J�O�U�F�S�F�T�U�
���X�J�U�I��
�3�J�D�L���S�F�N�F�N�C�F�S�J�O�H���U�I�B�U���i�"�N�Z���X�B�T���C�F�B�V�U�J�G�V�M�
���O�P���E�F�O�Z�J�O�H���U�I�B�U���w��

�"�N�Z���I�B�E���B���V�O�J�R�V�F���i�m�S�T�U���J�N�Q�S�F�T�T�J�P�O�w���P�G���3�J�D�L�����i�)�F���D�B�N�F���J�O�U�P���P�V�S���P�G�m�D�F��
straight from the coal plant, covered in black, wit h eyes that looked 
like Alice Cooper! Even under all that, you could t ell he was really 
�D�V�U�F�þ�w���5�I�F�Z���F�W�F�O�U�V�B�M�M�Z���N�B�S�S�J�F�E���P�O���B���C�P�B�U���J�O���/�J�B�H�B�S�B���'�B�M�M�T���B�O�E���U�P�E�B�Z��
are parents to their 27-year-old son Isaac and dote  on Tiny, their Aus-
tralian Sheppard / Poodle mix.

�*�U���X�B�T���3�J�D�L���X�I�P���m�S�T�U���E�J�T�D�P�W�F�S�F�E���'�.�#���J�O���������������i�*���B�D�U�V-
ally took a trip down the East Coast to look for a new 
place for us to live, basically stumbled upon FMB, and 
�J�N�N�F�E�J�B�U�F�M�Z���M�P�W�F�E���J�U���w���)�F���C�S�P�V�H�I�U���"�N�Z���G�P�S���B���M�P�P�L���B�O�E��
�T�I�F���I�B�E���U�I�F���T�B�N�F���S�F�B�D�U�J�P�O�����i�*�U���X�B�T���C�F�B�V�U�J�G�V�M���B�O�E���*���X�B�T��
�S�F�B�E�Z���U�P���N�P�W�F�þ�w���5�I�F�Z���D�B�N�Q�F�E���B�U���i�(�V�M�G���8�B�U�F�S�T���3�7���1�B�S�L�w��
by Walmart and originally considered a duplex, wher e 
they could live in one half and rent out the other,  but 
�I�B�E�� �O�P�� �J�O�U�F�O�U�J�P�O�� �U�P�� �J�N�N�F�E�J�B�U�F�M�Z�� �C�V�Z���� �i�0�V�S�� �S�F�B�M�� �F�T�U�B�U�F��
agent however thought we would be happier with a 
single-family home that we could use as a vacation 
�S�F�O�U�B�M�
�w���T�B�Z�T���"�N�Z�
���i�T�P���X�F���V�O�F�Y�Q�F�D�U�F�E�M�Z���Q�V�S�D�I�B�T�F�E���B�O��
�&�T�U�F�S�P���#�P�V�M�F�W�B�S�E���I�P�N�F���P�O���P�V�S���m�S�T�U���U�S�J�Q���I�F�S�F���w

They fell in love with the house next door as well, so 
they bought that one, too! Eventually, Rick and Amy  
�X�P�V�M�E�� �P�X�O�� �m�W�F�� �'�.�#�� �I�P�N�F�T�
�� �M�F�B�E�J�O�H�� �U�P�� �U�I�F�� �G�P�V�O�E-
�J�O�H���P�G���U�I�F�J�S���G�P�S�N�F�S���'�.�#���C�V�T�J�O�F�T�T�
���i�%�J�T�U�J�O�D�U�J�W�F���#�F�B�D�I��
�3�F�O�U�B�M�T�� �B�O�E�� �3�F�O�U�� �5�I�J�T�� �B�O�E�� �5�I�B�U�
�w�� �U�I�B�U�� �U�I�F�Z�� �T�P�M�E�� �T�J�Y��
months before Hurricane Ian.

�'�P�S�� �U�I�F�� �m�S�T�U�� �G�F�X�� �Z�F�B�S�T�
�� �U�I�F�Z�� �X�F�S�F�� �T�F�B�T�P�O�B�M�T�
�� �i�B�O�E�� �*��
�X�P�V�M�E���M�J�U�F�S�B�M�M�Z���D�S�Z���F�W�F�S�Z���U�J�N�F���X�F���M�F�G�U�
�w���F�Y�D�M�B�J�N�T���"�N�Z����
�i�5�I�B�U�� �M�B�T�U�� �T�V�N�N�F�S�
�� �U�I�F�� �P�O�M�Z�� �U�J�N�F�� �*�� �T�B�X�� �"�N�Z�� �T�N�J�M�F��
�X�B�T���X�I�F�O���X�F���X�F�S�F���Q�S�F�Q�B�S�J�O�H���U�P���S�F�U�V�S�O���U�P���'�.�#�
�w���B�E�E�T��
�3�J�D�L�����i�8�F���E�F�D�J�E�F�E���U�P���T�F�M�M���P�V�S���O�P�S�U�I�F�S�O���I�P�N�F���B�O�E���C�F-
�D�B�N�F���G�V�M�M�U�J�N�F���J�T�M�B�O�E�F�S�T���J�O�������������w

“Little Did We Know”
�%�V�S�J�O�H���U�I�F���Z�F�B�S�T���U�I�F�Z���P�X�O�F�E���i�%�J�T�U�J�O�D�U�J�W�F���#�F�B�D�I���3�F�O�U-
�B�M�T�
�w�� �"�N�Z�� �B�O�E�� �3�J�D�L�� �X�P�V�M�E�� �U�B�L�F�� �B�� �U�S�J�Q�� �U�P�� �U�I�F�� �,�F�Z�T�
�� �U�P��
relax for a few days before the insanity of FMB’s high 
�T�F�B�T�P�O�����i�8�F���X�F�S�F���U�I�F�S�F���J�O���4�F�Q�U�F�N�C�F�S�������������X�I�F�O���)�V�S-
ricane Irma, that was to devastate FMB with a 15-foot 
storm surge, suddenly deviated and ravaged the mid -
�E�M�F���,�F�Z�T���J�O�T�U�F�B�E�
�w���"�N�Z���S�F�D�B�M�M�T�����i�"�T���*���T�V�S�W�F�Z�F�E���B�M�M���U�I�F��
debris piled up on US1, I was in tears, saying ‘thi s was 
supposed to be us!’ That was our wake-up call that 
all of our homes as well as our business were on this 
7-mile-long island, meaning we had all of our eggs in 
one basket, so we started to divest ourselves of ou r 
rentals and eventually sold the business. Little di d we 
�L�O�P�X���X�I�B�U���X�P�V�M�E���I�B�Q�Q�F�O���U�P���'�.�#���m�W�F���Z�F�B�S�T���M�B�U�F�S���w

Rick On The Roof
People from near and far remember Rick’s heroic 6 
days on top of his garage, the one part of their ho me 
that Ian did not obliterate, and how his one-man cr u-
sade was successful in preserving the structure.

�i�8�F�� �E�F�D�J�E�F�E�� �U�P�� �S�J�E�F�� �P�V�U�� �*�B�O�� �J�O�� �P�V�S�� �I�P�N�F�
�� �B�O�E�� �*�T�B�B�D��
was once again with us, having returned home during 
�U�I�F���$�0�7�*�%���1�B�O�E�F�N�J�D�
�w���"�N�Z���P�G�G�F�S�T�����i�%�V�S�J�O�H���U�I�F���I�F�J�H�I�U��
of the storm, we told him how sorry we were that we 

Amy & Rick are more than just “Beach People!”

- By Gary Mooney - 
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all stayed, and if the worst happens and we had to swim, not to 
come back for us or the dog, but to save himself to live to tell 
his children and grandchildren. The best part is that, right after 
the storm, we went outside to check on neighbors and fellow 
islanders to see who we could help and Isaac jumped right in. 
A few hours later, he came back and stated, ‘Now I see why we 
stay for hurricanes; it is for everybody else!’ Isaac gets it! On 
�'�.�#�
���X�F���B�S�F���G�B�N�J�M�Z�����X�F���B�S�F���D�P�N�N�V�O�J�U�Z���w

�5�P�E�B�Z�
���U�I�F�J�S���I�P�N�F���J�T���S�F�C�V�J�M�U�
���i�M�J�L�F���B���U�B�O�L�
�w���D�I�V�D�L�M�F�T���3�J�D�L�þ���i�5�I�P�T�F��
days on the roof were worth it, and once we got eve rything going, 
�U�I�F���Q�S�P�D�F�T�T���X�B�T���T�N�P�P�U�I�����8�F���I�B�E���N�J�O�J�N�B�M���n�P�P�E�J�O�H���G�S�P�N���)�V�S�S�J�D�B�O�F��
�.�J�M�U�P�O���J�O�������������C�V�U���O�P�U�I�J�O�H���H�P�U���J�O���U�I�F���I�P�V�T�F�����"�T���G�P�S���P�V�S���O�F�J�H�I�C�P�S-
�I�P�P�E�
�� �*���E�� �H�S�B�E�F�� �J�U�� �A�I�B�M�G�������I�B�M�G������ �F�J�U�I�F�S�� �U�I�F�� �I�P�N�F�T�� �B�S�F�� �m�O�F�� �P�S�� �U�I�F��
empty lots are still bare and for sale, but if you look out our back-
yard, everything seems normal again and quite beaut iful. I would 
�E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F���J�U���B�T���A�C�F�U�U�F�S���F�W�F�S�Z���E�B�Z�����w���i�8�I�F�O���X�F���B�S�F���P�V�U�������B�C�P�V�U�
���X�F��
�X�J�M�M���U�B�M�L���U�P���U�P�V�S�J�T�U�T���X�I�P���T�B�Z���I�P�X���E�F�W�B�T�U�B�U�F�E���U�I�F���J�T�M�B�O�E���T�U�J�M�M���M�P�P�L�T�
�w��
�T�B�Z�T���"�N�Z�
���i�B�O�E���X�F���S�F�T�Q�P�O�E�
���A�J�G���Z�P�V���T�B�X���J�U���U�I�F���E�B�Z���B�G�U�F�S���*�B�O�
���M�J�L�F���X�F��
�E�J�E�
���Z�P�V���D�B�O�O�P�U���C�F�M�J�F�W�F���I�P�X���G�B�S���'�.�#���I�B�T���B�M�S�F�B�E�Z���D�P�N�F�����w

“We Would Rather Do Than Complain”
�3�J�D�L���X�B�T���B���Z�P�V�U�I���D�P�B�D�I���G�P�S���������Z�F�B�S�T�
���J�O�D�M�V�E�J�O�H���N�P�S�F���U�I�B�O���������P�O��
�'�.�#�
���i�C�V�U���T�J�O�D�F���*�B�O�
���U�I�F�S�F���B�S�F���T�B�E�M�Z���O�P�U���N�B�O�Z���J�T�M�B�O�E���L�J�E�T���M�F�G�U���U�P��
�D�P�B�D�I���w���)�F���S�F�D�F�O�U�M�Z���S�F�K�P�J�O�F�E���U�I�F���#�B�Z���0�B�L�T���3�F�D�S�F�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���$�F�O�U�F�S��
Advisory Board. Amy loves to garden, bake, cook and  socialize. 
They run together and compete in races, triathlons and mara-
�U�I�P�O�T�
���B�S�F���B�W�J�E���C�J�D�Z�D�M�J�T�U�T���B�O�E���S�P�D�L���D�M�J�N�C���J�O���U�I�F�J�S���H�B�S�B�H�F�þ���i�*�G���J�U���J�T��
�B�U�I�M�F�U�J�D�
���X�F���M�P�W�F���J�U�
�w���F�Y�Q�M�B�J�O�T���"�N�Z�����i�8�F���B�S�F���X�J�S�F�E���Q�F�P�Q�M�F�þ�w

Amy reminds that you do not need to be a member of an orga -
nized volunteer group to make a positive difference because 
�i�X�F���B�S�F���B�M�M���B�M�S�F�B�E�Z���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���C�J�H�H�F�T�U���D�M�V�C���P�O���U�I�F���J�T�M�B�O�E�����U�I�F��
FMB community! I had a friend check in on me to see how I 
was doing and by the time we were done, she said, ‘I started 
out to encourage you and you ended up encouraging me’ and 
�U�I�B�U�� �J�T�� �X�I�B�U�� �X�F�� �E�P�� �P�O�� �U�I�J�T�� �J�T�M�B�O�E���w�� �3�J�D�L�� �T�X�F�F�Q�T�� �B�O�E�� �T�I�P�W�F�M�T��
�T�B�O�E�� �P�G�G�� �U�I�F�� �B�E�K�B�D�F�O�U�� �T�J�E�F�X�B�M�L�T�� �i�T�P�� �Q�F�P�Q�M�F�� �X�I�P�� �O�F�F�E�� �U�I�F�N��
can access them, plus it just looks better. People complain 
�B�C�P�V�U���T�U�V�G�G���B�M�M���U�I�F���U�J�N�F���C�V�U���X�F���X�P�V�M�E���S�B�U�I�F�S���E�P���U�I�B�O���D�P�N�Q�M�B�J�O���w

�8�I�F�O���U�I�F�Z���D�P�O�U�F�N�Q�M�B�U�F���X�I�B�U���'�.�#���X�J�M�M���M�P�P�L���M�J�L�F���J�O���m�W�F���Z�F�B�S�T�
��
�i�U�I�F���V�T�V�B�M���o���1�B�S�B�E�J�T�F�
�w���F�Y�D�M�B�J�N�T���3�J�D�L�þ���i�5�I�F���C�V�J�M�E�J�O�H�T���X�J�M�M���M�P�P�L��
different and even some of the people will be diffe rent, but 
they will still be funny and eclectic and good neig hbors, so 
�C�B�T�J�D�B�M�M�Z���X�F���X�J�M�M���C�B�D�L���U�P���U�I�F���T�B�N�F���B�T���X�F���B�M�X�B�Z�T���B�S�F���w���i�*�U���X�J�M�M��
�C�F�� �C�F�U�U�F�S�
�w�� �B�E�E�T�� �"�N�Z���� �i�.�B�O�Z�� �P�G�� �P�V�S�� �I�P�N�F�T�� �B�O�E�� �C�V�T�J�O�F�T�T�F�T��
�B�S�F���O�P�X���G�P�S�U�J�m�F�E���U�P���X�J�U�I�T�U�B�O�E���G�V�U�V�S�F���T�U�P�S�N�T�����4�V�S�F�
���X�F���N�J�T�T���U�I�F��
old beach cottages, but FMB will still be funky and  eclectic 
�B�O�E���X�F�J�S�E�
���C�V�U���X�F�J�S�E���J�O���U�I�F���C�F�T�U���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���U�I�F���X�P�S�E���w�����Q

Everyone remembers Rick’s heroic 6 days on his garage, the one part 
of their home that Ian did not obliterate.

The 2024 Christmas Bike Parade: “Islanders are just super,” says Rick. 
“They are so cool, funny and goofy, plus FMB has such a neat vibe.”

The Loughreys “run together and compete in races, triathlons 
and marathons.”
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Resident Feature
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Real Estate

*Sales information from Alex King Group | Premiere Plus Realty I Top Fort Myers Beach Realtors from 11/25/2025 - 12/25/2025. Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. �e data does not represent the listings of any one agent or 
agency but represents the activity of the entire real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

ADDRESS	 BEDS / BATHS	 SQ FT	 SOLD PRICE 

243 PEARL ST	 2 BED/2�0�	 1,140	 $520,000

7875 BUCCANEER DR	 3+DEN/2�0�	 1,565	 $679,000

5356 PALMETTO ST	 3 BED/2�0�	 1,440	 $748,650

136 BAY MAR DR	 4 BED/4�0�	 2,507	 $775,000

420 DONORA BLVD	 4 BED/2�1�	 1,886	 $867,500

2 AVENIDA CARITA	 5 BED/4�0�	 3,010	 $1,300,000

276 ALBATROSS ST	 3 BED/3�0�	 2,099	 $1,825,000

3420 ESTERO BLVD	 5 BED/5�1�	 4,409	 $6,900,000

LOTS		  ACRE	 SOLD PRICE

19281 #25 SAN CARLOS BLVD	 0.047	 $115,000

15 GALLEON WAY		  0.085	 $137,000

8 GALLEON WAY		  0.085	 $155,000

264 ALBATROSS ST		  0.281	 $409,999

71 PEARL ST		  0.108	 $875,000

CONDOS	 BEDS BATHS	 SQ FT	 SOLD PRICE 

140 ESTERO BLVD #2304	 1 BED/1�0�	 383	 $175,000

21440 BAY VILLAGE DR #124	 2 BED/2�0�	 881	 $240,000

4491 BAY BEACH LN #133	 2 BED/2�0�	 998	 $270,000

7307 ESTERO BLVD #3106	 2 BED/2�1�	 1097	 $345,000

4421 BAY BEACH LN #614	 3 BED/2�0�	 1197	 $370,000

6660 ESTERO BLVD #104	 2 BED/2�0�	 1145	 $377,000

7317 ESTERO BLVD #108	 2 BED/2�0�	 1076	 $385,000

7330 ESTERO BLVD #902	 1 BED/1�0�	 517	 $405,000

100 ESTERO BLVD #434	 1 BED/1�0�	 647	 $476,000

6500 ESTERO BLVD #F218	 2 BED/2�0�	 1055	 $499,950

8771 ESTERO BLVD #1106	 1 BED/1�0�	 586	 $525,000

4182 BAY BEACH LN #746	 3 BED/2�0�	 1,848	 $675,000

7150 ESTERO BLVD #501	 2 BED/2�0�	 1545	 $765,000

100 ESTERO BLVD #431	 2 BED/2�0�	 989	 $850,000

2810 ESTERO BLVD #312	 2 BED/2�0�	 1,196	 $870,000

4137 BAY BEACH LN #532	 3+DEN/3�0�	 2,103	 $950,000

Your Neighborhood Market Update

© Best Version Media
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Community

A beloved island social tradition returns for its 1 6th year, when 
the Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation hosts its annual 
Fashion Show at Santini Marina Plaza on Saturday, February 
�����
���G�S�P�N���������B���N�����U�P�������Q���N�����5�I�F���,�J�O�H���'�B�N�J�M�Z���'�P�V�O�E�B�U�J�P�O���T�Q�P�O-
sors the Community Foundation Fashion Show.

�i�"�M�M���P�G���U�I�F���G�B�T�I�J�P�O�T���U�I�J�T���Z�F�B�S���B�S�F���Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�E���C�Z���A�5�I�F���*�T�M�B�O�E�F�S�����o��
owned by Community Foundation member and former FMB  
�.�B�Z�P�S���"�O�J�U�B���$�F�S�F�D�F�E�B���o���P�S���C�Z���U�I�F���O�F�J�H�I�C�P�S�J�O�H���A�-�F�B�O�J���T�
���w���F�Y-
�Q�M�B�J�O�T���4�V�T�B�O���,�S�B�K�F�X�T�L�J�
���U�I�F���'�B�T�I�J�P�O���4�I�P�X���$�I�B�J�S�����i�*�U���T���P�O�F���P�G��
the best annual events on the beach. It’s a wonderf ul way to 
bring the women of this island – and the few men wh o attend 
– together to celebrate our beach fashion vibe. It is even more 
special this year, with the show falling on Valentine’s Day. In 
�B�E�E�J�U�J�P�O���U�P���B�M�M���U�I�F���G�V�O���G�B�T�I�J�P�O�T�
���U�I�F���T�I�P�X���J�O�D�M�V�E�F�T���M�J�H�I�U���m�O�H�F�S��
�G�P�P�E�T���G�S�P�N���4�N�P�L�J�O�����0�Z�T�U�F�S���#�S�F�X�F�S�Z���B�O�E���B���$�B�T�I���#�B�S���w

Fashion Show tickets are available for advance sale  only 
and sell out quickly. Due to space limitations, onl y 165 will 
be sold. Each purchaser receives a Swag Bag, not a paper 
�U�J�D�L�F�U�
���m�M�M�F�E���X�J�U�I���W�B�S�J�P�V�T���H�P�P�E�J�F�T���B�O�E���T�N�B�M�M���H�J�G�U�T�����5�J�D�L�F�U�T���B�S�F��
just $50 per person and can be purchased online via  PayPal 
at www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

During the week of February 9 through 13, any remaining tick -
�F�U�T�� �D�B�O�� �C�F�� �Q�V�S�D�I�B�T�F�E�� �P�O�� �U�I�F�� �U�I�J�S�E�� �n�P�P�S�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �'�.�#�� �1�V�C�M�J�D��
Library. Also at the Library, there will be at leas t 25 gift bas-
�L�F�U�T���P�O���E�J�T�Q�M�B�Z�����i�5�I�F���'�.�#���$�P�N�N�V�O�J�U�Z���'�P�V�O�E�B�U�J�P�O���N�F�N�C�F�S�T��
assemble the baskets with themes such as Italian Di nner or 
Martini Love, and there are other marvelous items like a Lot-
�U�F�S�Z���5�J�D�L�F�U���5�S�F�F���B�O�E���F�M�F�H�B�O�U���X�P�P�E���D�B�S�W�J�O�H�T�
�w���4�V�T�B�O���F�Y�Q�M�B�J�O�T����
�3�B�G�n�F���U�J�D�L�F�U�T���D�P�T�U�����������G�P�S���T�F�W�F�O���U�J�D�L�F�U�T�����3�B�G�n�F���U�J�D�L�F�U���Q�V�S�D�I�B�T-
ers do not need to be present at the Fashion Show to win. 
Additionally, 50/50 tickets will also be available for sale.

Fun Beach & Casualwear
�i�8�F�� �Q�S�J�N�B�S�J�M�Z�� �G�P�D�V�T�� �P�O�� �G�V�O�� �C�F�B�D�I�� �B�O�E�� �D�B�T�V�B�M�X�F�B�S�
�� �B�O�E�� �O�P�U��
�K�V�T�U���G�P�S���U�I�F���M�B�E�J�F�T���C�V�U���N�F�O���B�O�E���D�I�J�M�E�S�F�O���B�T���X�F�M�M�
�w���4�V�T�B�O���T�B�Z�T����
�i�8�F�� �J�O�U�S�P�E�V�D�F�E���N�F�O���T�� �B�O�E���D�I�J�M�E�S�F�O���T�� �G�B�T�I�J�P�O�T�� �M�B�T�U���Z�F�B�S���B�O�E��
they were a tremendous success, particularly for th e kids, as 
�X�F���I�B�W�F���B���M�P�U���P�G���H�S�B�O�E�N�P�U�I�F�S�T���P�O���U�I�J�T���J�T�M�B�O�E���w���4�V�T�B�O���S�F�D�S�V�J�U�T��
the Fashion Show models from the Community Foundation 
membership, and member Jan Fleming and her husband 
Ron volunteered their two grandchildren to model th e kids’ 
clothes.

About the FMB Community Foundation
Susan has been a FMB Community Foundation member 
�T�J�O�D�F�� ���������� �B�O�E�� �F�O�D�P�V�S�B�H�F�T�� �P�U�I�F�S�T�� �U�P�� �K�P�J�O���� �i�8�F�� �B�S�F�� �B�� �H�S�F�B�U��
group who does good work to help our island, with a  month-
ly membership meeting, a monthly social, and fun fu ndrais-
ing events like the Fashion Show and an upcoming Ca sino 
Night. Recently, we began accepting men as members,  and 
our group is now open to everyone. You will not only make a 
positive difference for our beach community but wil l have a 
�G�V�O���U�J�N�F���E�P�J�O�H���J�U���w

Through programs like the Fashion Show, the FMB Community 
Foundation contributed over $100,000 to those in need on the 
beach in 2025. They awarded ten scholarships of $1,500 each, 
added to an endowed scholarship fund at Florida SouthWest -
ern State College, and made a positive difference to those who 
live and work on the island. For more information on how to 
become an FMB Community Foundation member, inquire at 
the Fashion Show, speak with any current member or visit their 
webpage at www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com. �Q

- By Gary Mooney, 

Annual Event is Saturday, February 14
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EVERY DAY
LeeTran FREE Hop-On, Hop-Off Tram
Looking for a way to ditch that car as you traverse 
FMB in Season? Then hop aboard the FREE 
LeeTran Tram that runs daily from the FMB Public 
Library to Bowditch Point Park through April 2026. 
The Tram runs approximately every 35 minutes, 
from 8:20 a.m. to 10:55 p.m. For details,  
see www.LeeTran.com.

Monday Through Friday
Bay Oaks Recreational Center
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. FMB residents 
$7 with all others $10 and memberships available. 
For information see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Monday Through Friday
CLUB REC!
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center
Bay Oaks hosts this incredible “After School 
Program” for Beach Elementary School students 
EVERY Monday through Friday throughout the 
academic year for games, snacks and homework 
from after-school through 6 p.m. $125 for FMB 
residents & $175 for non-residents per semester! 
For information see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Sunday, February 1
“Giant Book Sale”
@FMB Public Library
Browse through thousands of books, then walk 
away with a bagful for just $10! The “Giant Book 
Sale” begins at 9 a.m.; for information  
see www.fmb.lib.�.us.

Sunday, February 1
AND EVERY SUNDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series
@Bayside Park
Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local 
musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concerts 
from 4 to 7 p.m. February 1: School of Rock; 
February 8: “Riverside”; February 15; School of 
Rock; February 22: “Limited Edition.”  
See www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Sunday, February 1
AND EVERY SUNDAY
Reggae Party
@Lighthouse Island Resort Tiki Bar
After you enjoy Sunday’s “Bayside Park Concert 
Series,” boogie on over to the nearby Lighthouse 
Island Resort Tiki Bar to get your Reggae on from 6 to 
9 p.m. Dreadlocks optional!  
See www.lighthouseislandresort.com.

Monday, February 2
FMB Town Council Meeting
@Town Hall
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild 
FMB in the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at 
9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Monday, February 2
FMB Art Association  
Spring Judged Show “Soaring”
@FMBAA Gallery
The FMBAA’s Spring Judged Show, “Soaring,” runs 
through Friday, February 27, at its new Gallery at 
13451 McGregor Boulevard, Unit #1, in Cypress 
Square in Fort Myers, near the Prawnbroker Restaurant 
& Fish Market. The Gallery is open with FREE 
admission Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. & Thursday through Saturday Noon to 6 p.m. 
See www.fortmyersbeachart.com.

Mondays, February 2 & 16
Caribbean Cruise-In Car Show
@Parrot Key Caribbean Grill
The largest FMB Car Show returns on the 1st & 3rd 
Monday of each month through April 20. Enjoy music, 
food and prizes while marveling at these fantastic cars! 
The FREE car show is from 3 to 6 p.m.;  
see www.myparrotkey.com.

Tuesday, February 3
AND EVERY TUESDAY & 
THURSDAY THROUGH APRIL
Santini Marina Plaza Market
@Santini Marina Plaza
This FMB South End Market offers fresh produce, 
artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EVERY 
Tuesday & Thursday through April from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.; see www.41markets.com.

Wednesday, February 4
& EVERY WEDNESDAY  
THROUGH SATURDAY
The Historic Mound House  
Museum, Grounds & Store
@The Historic Mound House
Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest standing 
structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum that 
displays Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits and 
the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old underground shell 
mound attraction. Wednesdays through Saturdays 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., with Grounds daily from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Adults $15, Students $8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & 
under free; Grounds free. See www.moundhouse.org.

February

Calendar of Events

Wednesday, February 4
AND EVERY WEDNESDAY 
THROUGH APRIL
Moss Marina Market
@Moss Marina
The Moss Marina Market at 401 Old San Carlos 
Boulevard offers fresh produce, artisan foods, arts, 
crafts, clothing and more EVERY Wednesday through 
April from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; see www.41markets.com.

Wednesday, February 4
FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Meeting
@Lovers Key State Park
Join the best club on the entire island, as all are 
welcome at 6:30 p.m.; see www.fmb-wc.org.

Thursday, February 5
FMB Chamber  
“Coffee Connection”
@The FMB Public Library
Start your day with your FMB Chamber friends for 
networking with complimentary coffee and tasty 
breakfast items. The FREE “Coffee Connection” is 
from 8 to 9:30 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Thursday, February 5
FMB Town Council  
Management & Planning Session
@Town Hall
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild 
FMB in the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard 
at 9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Friday & Saturday,  
February 6 & 7 AND EVERY 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Fort Myers Beach Market
@Times Square
This Downtown FMB Market offers fresh produce, 
artisan foods, arts, crafts, clothing and more EVERY 
Friday & Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.;  
see www.41markets.com.

Friday, February 6
AND EVERY FRIDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series
@Bayside Veterans Park
The “Bayside Park Concert Series” each Sunday 
proved so popular that it now expands to EVERY 
Friday! Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from 
local musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor 
concerts from 6 to 9 p.m.! February 6: “Soapy Tuna”; 
February 13: “Kevin Fox & The Rock Ramblers”; 
February 20: “Wayward Souls”; and February 27: 
“Jacob’s Ladder.” See www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Saturday., February 7
“American Boating Course”
@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom
This 8-hour basic boating class includes Florida 
navigation rules and how to deal with water 
emergencies at 8:15 a.m. $65-per-person & $20 
each additional person; see www.scbps.com.
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Saturday, February 7
3rd Annual “Mrs. Roper’s Back  
to The Beach Caftan Crawl”
@Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB
A curly red wig, a caftan, and some chunky accessories 
are all one needs to conjure up the surprisingly beloved 
Helen Roper! Join us for the 3rd Annual “Caftan Crawl,” 
a groovy celebration to bene�t FMB Strong. Visit eight 
FMB bars & restaurants, making them your own “Regal 
Beagle,” from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Purchase your 
$20-per-person tickets at www.fmbstrong.org.

Saturday, February 7
St. Raphael’s Church  
“Shrimp Dinners”
@St. Raphael’s Comfort Hall
St. Raphael’s Legendary “Shrimp Dinners” return on 
the second Saturday evening of each month through 
April 11! Savor scrumptious “Pink Gold” shrimp, baked 
beans, slaw, cornbread, dessert and a beverage. St. 
Raphael’s Comfort Hall is at 5601 Williams Drive. Dine 
in or carryout; for $25 per person from 5 to 7 p.m. See 
www.straphaelschurch.org

Monday, February 9
& EVERY MONDAY  
THROUGH FRIDAY
CROW Campus Tours
@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife
An in-depth look at what the animal patients experience, 
from intake to release, including the hospital and 
treatment process. The 90-minute tour is Monday 
through Friday at 11 a.m.; $25-per-person with advance 
registration and payment necessary at 239-472-3644, 
x-229 or reservations@crowclinic.org.

Monday, February 9
“Deep Ditches & Bright Lights”
@FMB Public Library
Robert Macomber presents “Deep Ditches & Bright 
Lights”: The story of how SW Florida acquired the 
channels and lighthouses upon which we rely, from 1 to 
2 p.m. FREE with donations appreciated.  
See www.esteroislandhistoricsociety.org.

Tuesday, February 10
FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting
@Town Hall
The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, continues 
its work to rebuild FMB in the New Town Hall at 6231 
Estero Boulevard at 9 a.m.;  
see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Wednesday, February 11
& EVERY WEDNESDAY & 
SATURDAY
“Archaeology & Archives Tours”
@The Historic Mound House
Discover the science of archaeology and the tools of the 
trade while exploring the ancient Calusa shell midden. 
Then step inside the Artifact Preservation Center to see 
the artifacts unearthed during those excavations EVERY 
Wednesday & Saturday from 11 a.m. to Noon. $5 per 
person plus MH admission; see www.moundhouse.org.

Thursday, February 12

Calendar of Events

& EVERY THURSDAY & 
SATURDAY
Mound House Eco-Kayak Tours
@The Historic Mound House
Explore the winding mangrove creeks and hidden 
backwaters of the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve on 
this 2-hour tour. The MH provides all equipment; 
ages 12 & up, weather permitting and participants 
must wear shoes and bring water. The Eco-Kayak 
Tours are EVERY Thursday & Saturday from 9 to 
11 a.m. $50 per person including MH admission; 
reservations necessary at www.moundhouse.org.

Thursday, February 12
FMB Chamber  

Membership Luncheon
@On The Bay at Matanzas Inn
Join your FMB Chamber friends to savor a 
scrumptious luncheon from On The Bay at 
Matanzas Inn as well as enjoying a presentation 
from Alison Hussey of CROW from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Stevens Construction sponsors the February 
Luncheon. $32 members & $42 prospective 
members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Saturday, February 14
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

Saturday, February 14
FMB Community  
Foundation “Fashion Show”
@Santini Marina Plaza Breezeway
The beloved FMB Community Foundation Fashion 
Show returns for the 16th year at the Santini Marina 
Plaza Breezeway from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Beach and 
casualwear for ladies, men and kids from “The 
Islander” and “Leani’s,” with light �nger foods from 
Smokin’ Oyster Brewery and a Cash Bar. $50 per 
person, with advance purchase necessary online 
via PayPal at www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com.

Tuesday, February 17
FMB Town Council Meeting
@Town Hall
The FMB Town Council continues its work to 
rebuild FMB in the New Town Hall at 6231 Estero 
Boulevard at 9 a.m. Note the change in day due to 
the Presidents’ Day Holiday;  
see www.fortmyersbeach�.gov.

Wednesday, February 18
FMB Community Foundation  
Monthly Meeting
@The Island Pancake House
The FMB Community Foundation is the 
island’s leading philanthropic organization, so 
join in on the fun from 5 to 7 p.m.; see www.
fmbcommunityfoundation.com

Thursday, February 19
2026 FOLKS Speaker Series
“Botanical Birds & Butter�ies Walking Tour”
@Lovers Key State Park
Put on your walking shoes for the “Botanical Birds & 
Butter�ies Walking Tour” at the Lovers Key State Park 
Speaker Series at 10 a.m. To register or for information, 
contact Carmen at carmen@friendso�overskey.org.

Thursday, February 19
FMB Chamber “Business After Hours”
@Kava Culture on Summerlin Road
Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time while 
enjoying savory appetizers and a cash bar at Kava Culture 
at 16230 Summerlin Road, #209, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Members FREE & $15 for perspective members;  
see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Saturday, February 21
“Murder on Estero Bay: Fern 
Moringgiello Vanishes”
@The Historic Cottage
Join us at this FMB Murder Mystery presentation at The 
Historic Cottage at 161 Bay Road from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. FREE with donations appreciated.  
See www.esteroislandhistoricsociety.org.

Saturday, February 21
“Beauty & The Beach Gala:  
Havana Nights”
@Lovers Key State Park
If you are looking for a fun and eclectic night at one of 
Florida’s most natural paradises, with fantastic out�ts, 
scrumptious food, an amazing live auction, and hot 
music, then “Havana Nights” is for you! Cocktail Hour, 
four-course “Black Salt Culinary” dinner with wine, live 
auction, and music & dancing. Tickets for the 5:30 p.m. 
to Midnight fundraiser are $500 per person, including all 
drinks, online at www.friendso�overskey.org.

Thursday, February 26
FMB Community Foundation Social Hour
@To Be Determined
The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s 
leading philanthropic organization, so join in on 
the fun from 5 to 7 p.m.; for the location, seewww.
fmbcommunityfoundation.com 

Saturday, February 28
“Rat Pack Tribute Show”
@St. Raphael’s Comfort Hall
Travel back to the 1960s with the coolest act around, as 
Frank, Dean & Sammy sing timeless classics! St. Raphael’s 
Comfort Hall is at 5601 Williams Drive. For show time, cost 
and details, see www.straphaelschurch.org. 

Thursday through Saturday,  
March 5 to 7
89th Annual “Sanibel Shell Festival”
@The Sanibel Community House
See magni�cent shells, shell art, crafts and local vendors, 
along with live mollusk tanks. Display your beautiful 
shell creations at the Artistic Show. Thursday & Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. FREE parking; 
$5-per-person admission. For information,  
see www.sanibelshellclub.com.
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239.333.4386 
YucatanBeachStand.com 

250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB

Enjoy Food & Drink 
Full Menu Available

Open Daily 11am • LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm
at our Patio or Swing Bar

If you are searching for a truly unforgettable evening set in one 
of Florida’s most beautiful natural treasures, look no further than 
�U�I�F���B�O�O�V�B�M���'�S�J�F�O�E�T���P�G���-�P�W�F�S�T���,�F�Z���i�#�F�B�V�U�Z�������5�I�F���#�F�B�D�I�w���(�B�M�B���B�U��
�-�P�W�F�S�T���,�F�Z���4�U�B�U�F���1�B�S�L���	�-�,�4�1�
�����,�O�P�X�O���G�P�S���J�U�T���W�J�C�S�B�O�U���B�U�N�P�T�Q�I�F�S�F�
��
stylish guests, exceptional cuisine, exciting live auction, and 
high-energy music, this event is a highlight of the social season 
and a vital fundraiser supporting one of the region’s most cher -
ished parks.

�i�5�I�J�T�� �Z�F�B�S���T�� �U�I�F�N�F�� �J�T�� �)�B�W�B�O�B�� �/�J�H�I�U�T�
�w�� �T�B�Z�T�� �,�B�S�F�O�� �8�P�P�E�T�P�O�
��
�7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U���P�G���0�Q�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�T���G�P�S���U�I�F���'�S�J�F�O�E�T���P�G���-�P�W�F�S�T���,�F�Z���B�O�E��
�$�I�B�J�S�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �(�B�M�B���� �i�&�W�F�S�Z�� �Z�F�B�S�� �X�F�� �T�F�M�F�D�U�� �B�� �G�S�F�T�I�� �B�O�E�� �F�Y�D�J�U�J�O�H��
�U�I�F�N�F���U�I�B�U���J�O�n�V�F�O�D�F�T���F�W�F�S�Z�U�I�J�O�H�‰�G�S�P�N���U�I�F���N�F�O�V���B�O�E���N�V�T�J�D���U�P��
the décor and attire. ‘Havana Nights’ allows guests to immerse 
�U�I�F�N�T�F�M�W�F�T���J�O���B���D�P�M�P�S�G�V�M�
���G�F�T�U�J�W�F���F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�
���B�O�E���X�F���S�F���D�P�O�m�E�F�O�U��
�J�U���X�J�M�M���C�F���B���O�J�H�I�U���U�P���S�F�N�F�N�C�F�S���w

The Havana Nights Gala will take place on Saturday evening, 
�'�F�C�S�V�B�S�Z�������
���B�U���U�I�F���8�F�M�D�P�N�F�������%�J�T�D�P�W�F�S���$�F�O�U�F�S���B�U���-�P�W�F�S�T���,�F�Z��
State Park, located at 8700 Estero Boulevard. Tickets are $500 
�Q�F�S���Q�F�S�T�P�O���B�O�E���B�S�F���B�W�B�J�M�B�C�M�F���P�O�M�J�O�F���B�U���X�X�X���G�S�J�F�O�E�T�P�n�P�W�F�S�T�L�F�Z��
org. Attendance is limited to just 200 guests, and tickets are 
�T�F�M�M�J�O�H���R�V�J�D�L�M�Z�����i�8�F���F�O�D�P�V�S�B�H�F���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���U�P���B�D�U���O�P�X���T�P���U�I�F�Z���E�P�O���U��
�N�J�T�T���P�V�U�
�w���8�P�P�E�T�P�O���B�E�W�J�T�F�T�����'�P�S���B�E�E�J�U�J�P�O�B�M���J�O�G�P�S�N�B�U�J�P�O�
���H�V�F�T�U�T��
�N�B�Z���F�N�B�J�M���+�B�O�!�G�S�J�F�O�E�T�P�n�P�W�F�S�T�L�F�Z���P�S�H��

�5�I�F�� �E�S�F�T�T���D�P�E�F���G�P�S���U�I�F���F�W�F�O�J�O�H���J�T���E�F�T�D�S�J�C�F�E���B�T���i�)�B�W�B�O�B���T�U�Z�M�F��
�B�U�U�J�S�F���T�V�H�H�F�T�U�F�E�����E�S�F�T�T���U�P���J�N�Q�S�F�T�T�
�w���X�I�J�D�I���P�G�G�F�S�T���H�V�F�T�U�T���Q�M�F�O�U�Z��

�P�G���S�P�P�N���G�P�S���D�S�F�B�U�J�W�J�U�Z�����i�5�I�J�O�L���C�S�J�H�I�U���D�P�M�P�S�T�
���n�P�S�B�M���D�P�D�L�U�B�J�M���E�S�F�T�T�F�T�
��
�F�M�F�H�B�O�U�� �F�W�F�O�J�O�H�� �H�P�X�O�T�
�� �X�I�J�U�F�� �M�J�O�F�O�� �T�V�J�U�T�
�� �B�O�E�� �1�B�O�B�N�B�� �I�B�U�T�
�w��
�8�P�P�E�T�P�O�� �F�Y�Q�M�B�J�O�T���� �i�8�F�� �T�F�F�� �F�W�F�S�Z�U�I�J�O�H�� �G�S�P�N�� �n�B�N�J�O�H�P���U�I�F�N�F�E��
tuxedos to classic elegance. What it does not mean is beach -
wear or casual clothing. This is your chance to have fun, dress 
�C�P�M�E�M�Z�
���B�O�E���U�S�V�M�Z���T�U�F�Q���V�Q���Z�P�V�S���G�B�T�I�J�P�O���H�B�N�F���w

An Amazing Evening Awaits

�5�I�F���G�F�T�U�J�W�J�U�J�F�T���C�F�H�J�O���X�J�U�I���B���D�P�D�L�U�B�J�M���I�P�V�S���G�S�P�N�������������U�P�������������Q���N���
��
featuring handcrafted drinks and delectable hors d’oeuvres. A 
four-course gourmet dinner and live auction follow at 7:00 p.m., 
with dancing and live music starting at 9:00 p.m. and continuing 
until midnight.

Each ticket includes the cocktail hour, an elegant sit-down dinner 
with wine pairings, open bar service throughout the  evening, and 
�M�J�W�F���F�O�U�F�S�U�B�J�O�N�F�O�U���C�Z���U�I�F���4�V�E�B�N�F�S�J�D�B���-�B�U�J�O���(�S�P�P�W�F���#�B�O�E�����i�'�S�P�N��
�T�U�B�S�U���U�P���m�O�J�T�I�
���J�U���T���B���T�Q�F�D�U�B�D�V�M�B�S���F�W�F�O�J�O�H�
�w���8�P�P�E�T�P�O���T�B�Z�T��

�5�I�F���E�J�O�O�F�S���J�T���D�B�U�F�S�F�E���C�Z���#�M�B�D�L���4�B�M�U���$�V�M�J�O�B�S�Z�
���E�F�M�J�W�F�S�J�O�H���B���S�F�m�O�F�E��
four-course experience with impeccable service. The  meal be-
gins with appetizers and a fresh salad course, foll owed by Cu-
ban-inspired entrées, and concludes with an indulge nt dessert. 
As guests dine, the live auction adds excitement to  the evening.

Auction items are as impressive as they are diverse . Highlights 
include four tickets to a Green Bay Packers game at  historic 

2026 “Friends of Lovers Key” Gala
“Havana Nights” is Saturday, February 21

- By Sandy Sandness, Photos by Karen Woodson & The Friends of Lovers Key - 
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Lambeau Field with a condominium stay, a private 
dinner party for eight catered by Black Salt Culina ry 
with wine pairings, and a luxury yacht cruise for t en 
complete with wine and cheese. Travel packages 
feature four-day stays in stunning homes in Georgia , 
Michigan, and Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, as well as 
a Lake Michigan getaway with a $1,500 adventure 
�D�S�F�E�J�U���� �.�P�S�F�� �B�G�G�P�S�E�B�C�M�F�� �F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�T�‰�T�V�D�I�� �B�T�� �B�� �I�J-
�C�B�D�I�J�� �E�J�O�O�F�S�� �P�O�� �U�I�F�� �-�P�W�F�S�T�� �,�F�Z�� �C�F�B�D�I�‰�B�O�E�� �C�F�B�V-
tifully curated gift baskets ensure there is someth ing 
for every bidder.

Once the auction concludes, the energy rises as 
�H�V�F�T�U�T���I�J�U���U�I�F���E�B�O�D�F���n�P�P�S�����i�5�I�F���N�V�T�J�D���J�T���$�V�C�B�O���J�O-
�T�Q�J�S�F�E�
�� �M�J�W�F�M�Z�
�� �B�O�E�� �J�S�S�F�T�J�T�U�J�C�M�F�
�w�� �8�P�P�E�T�P�O�� �T�B�Z�T���� �i�#�Z��
�U�I�F���F�O�E���P�G���U�I�F���O�J�H�I�U�
���F�W�F�S�Z�P�O�F���J�T���E�B�O�D�J�O�H���w

Supporting a Local Treasure

Perhaps most importantly, every dollar raised durin g 
�U�I�F�� �(�B�M�B�� �E�J�S�F�D�U�M�Z�� �C�F�O�F�m�U�T�� �-�P�W�F�S�T�� �,�F�Z�� �4�U�B�U�F�� �1�B�S�L����
�i�.�B�O�Z�� �Q�F�P�Q�M�F�� �B�T�T�V�N�F�� �U�I�B�U�� �T�U�B�U�F�� �Q�B�S�L�T�� �B�S�F�� �G�V�M�M�Z��
�G�V�O�E�F�E�
���C�V�U���U�I�B�U���T�J�N�Q�M�Z���J�T�O���U���U�I�F���D�B�T�F�
�w���8�P�P�E�T�P�O���F�Y-
�Q�M�B�J�O�T���� �i�5�I�F�� �'�S�J�F�O�E�T�� �P�G�� �-�P�W�F�S�T�� �,�F�Z�� �I�F�M�Q�� �C�S�J�E�H�F�� �U�I�F��
�H�B�Q�‰�G�V�O�E�J�O�H�� �F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�� �Q�S�P�H�S�B�N�T�
�� �U�S�B�J�M�� �J�N�Q�S�P�W�F-
ments, visitor enhancements, and conservation ef -
forts that protect wildlife and preserve this extra ordi-
�O�B�S�Z���F�O�W�J�S�P�O�N�F�O�U���w

The Friends’ mission is to protect, preserve, and s up-
port the park through education, sustainability, an d 
conservation, ensuring that its 1,600 acres remain 
accessible and pristine for generations to come.

Woodson encourages community members to get in -
�W�P�M�W�F�E���C�F�Z�P�O�E���U�I�F���(�B�M�B�����i�-�P�W�F�S�T���,�F�Z���J�T���B���Q�B�S�B�E�J�T�F���J�O��
our own backyard, offering hiking, kayaking, biking , 
�B�O�E�� �B�� �H�M�J�N�Q�T�F�� �P�G�� �X�I�B�U�� �0�M�E�� �'�M�P�S�J�E�B�� �P�O�D�F�� �X�B�T�
�w�� �T�I�F��
�T�B�Z�T���� �i�.�F�N�C�F�S�T�I�J�Q�� �D�P�N�F�T�� �X�J�U�I�� �W�B�M�V�B�C�M�F�� �C�F�O�F�m�U�T�
��
including discounted or free admission. We invite e v-
�F�S�Z�P�O�F���U�P���K�P�J�O���V�T���B�U�������X�X�X���G�S�J�F�O�E�T�P�n�P�W�F�S�T�L�F�Z���P�S�H�������w

�"�T�� �G�P�S�� �8�P�P�E�T�P�O�
�� �I�F�S�� �G�B�W�P�S�J�U�F�� �N�P�N�F�O�U�T�� �B�S�F�� �N�B�O�Z�‰
�G�S�P�N�� �U�I�F�� �E�B�[�[�M�J�O�H�� �P�V�U�m�U�T�� �B�U�� �U�I�F�� �T�U�B�S�U�� �P�G�� �U�I�F�� �O�J�H�I�U�� �U�P��
the excitement of the auction, expertly led by hus -
band-and-wife auctioneers, and the energy brought 
�C�Z���.�B�T�U�F�S���P�G���$�F�S�F�N�P�O�J�F�T���.�B�U�U���%�F�W�J�U�U���P�G���8�*�/�,���/�F�X�T����
�i�0�V�S���#�F�B�V�U�Z�������5�I�F���#�F�B�D�I���(�B�M�B�T���B�S�F���U�S�V�M�Z���m�S�T�U���D�M�B�T�T��
�F�W�F�O�U�T�
�w�� �T�I�F�� �T�B�Z�T���� �i�'�S�P�N�� �C�F�H�J�O�O�J�O�H�� �U�P�� �F�O�E�
�� �U�I�F�Z���S�F��
�V�O�G�P�S�H�F�U�U�B�C�M�F���w���Q

continued from page 5 

Community

�)�0�%�·�V���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�F�H�Q�H
Tourism season isn’t the only thing in full swing – it’s also social 
season on Fort Myers Beach!

�0�U�V�����5�R�S�H�U�·�V���%�D�F�N���W�R���7�K�H���%�H�D�F�K���&�D�I�W�D�Q���&�U�D�Z�O  
is Saturday, February 7
The FMB Community Foundation Fashion Show   
�J�T���4�B�U�V�S�E�B�Z�
���'�F�C�S�V�B�S�Z������
�9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V���'�D�\���9�R�Z���5�H�Q�H�Z�D�O���D�W���/�R�Y�H�U�V���.�H�\���6�W�D�W�H���3�D�U�N�� 
�J�T���4�B�U�V�S�E�B�Z�
���'�F�C�S�V�B�S�Z������
Captains for Clean Water 10th Anniversary Gala  
is Friday, February 20, at the Edison/Ford Winter Estates
Friends of Lovers Key State Park Gala: “Beauty & The Beach: 
Havana Nights”  is Saturday, February 21
�6�W�����5�D�S�K�D�H�O�·�V���(�S�L�V�F�R�S�D�O���&�K�X�U�F�K���´�5�D�W���3�D�F�N���7�U�L�E�X�W�H���6�K�R�Z�µ�� 
is Saturday, February 28

And that’s just a snapshot! For a full list, check the February Events 
Calendar in this issue of FMB LIVING Magazine or visit the FMB 
�$�I�B�N�C�F�S���i�&�W�F�O�U�T���1�B�H�F�w���B�U���X�X�X���G�P�S�U�N�Z�F�S�T�C�F�B�D�I���P�S�H��

Getting Around the Island
With more visitors and more events, remember that the FREE LeeTran 
Hop-On, Hop-Off Tram runs daily through April. The route spans from 
the FMB Public Library to Bowditch Point Park, offering a convenient 
car-free way to enjoy the island’s main commercial corridor.

�"�O�E�� �C�F�G�P�S�F�� �D�V�S�T�J�O�H�� �T�F�B�T�P�O�B�M�� �U�S�B�G�m�D�
�� �U�B�L�F�� �B�� �N�P�N�F�O�U�� �U�P�� �S�F�N�F�N�C�F�S��
what island life looked like during the Blue-Green Algae and Red 
Tide crisis of 2018, the COVID spring of 2020, or the long months 
�B�G�U�F�S���)�V�S�S�J�D�B�O�F���*�B�O�
���X�I�F�O���Z�P�V���D�P�V�M�E���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�B�M�M�Z���m�S�F���B���D�B�O�O�P�O���E�P�X�O��
Estero Boulevard without hitting a single car.

�5�I�F�� �P�O�M�Z�� �U�I�J�O�H�� �X�P�S�T�F�� �U�I�B�O�� �U�S�B�G�m�D�� �P�O�� �'�P�S�U�� �.�Z�F�S�T�� �#�F�B�D�I�� �J�T�� �/�0��
TRAFFIC AT ALL! Season will be over before we know it – so pack 
your patience, skip the grocery store ice cream for now, and enjoy 
the happy sound of cash registers ringing across the island!

�+�D�S�S�\���9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V���'�D�\
In the spirit of Valentine’s Day, let’s be kind to one another. Dial down 
the negativity rhetoric, raise the standard, and keep moving our 
island forward – together. We don’t always have to agree, but we 
do share the same goal: a thriving, welcoming Fort Myers Beach.

�5�I�F�� �'�.�#�� �$�I�B�N�C�F�S�� �0�G�m�D�F�� �J�T�� �P�Q�F�O�� �.�P�O�E�B�Z�� �U�I�S�P�V�H�I�� �'�S�J�E�B�Z�
�� ���� �B���N����
�U�P�������Q���N���
���P�O���U�I�F�����S�E���n�P�P�S���P�G�����������-�P�W�F�S�T���-�B�O�F�����0�V�S���i�3�P�Y�J�F�w���T�B�U�F�M�M�J�U�F��
�P�G�m�D�F���J�O���5�J�N�F�T���4�R�V�B�S�F�
���O�F�Y�U���U�P���U�I�F���5�S�P�M�M�F�Z���4�U�P�Q�
���J�T���P�Q�F�O���E�B�J�M�Z�
���X�F�B�U�I�F�S��
permitting, from 10 a.m. to sunset.

Interested in volunteering? Email info@fmbchamber.com or call 
��������������������������

�0�O���C�F�I�B�M�G���P�G���P�V�S�������������$�I�B�N�C�F�S���N�F�N�C�F�S�T�
���)�B�Q�Q�Z���7�B�M�F�O�U�J�O�F���T���%�B�Z��
– and remember:

�,�V�O�D�Q�G���/�L�I�H�����,�W�·�V��Our  Business!  �Q

Jacki Liszak, President  
Fort Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce!
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�'�S�P�N���������������B���N�����V�O�U�J�M�������������Q���N���
���U�I�F���i�)�F�M�F�O�T�w���X�J�M�M���N�B�L�F���U�I�F�J�S��
way to eight popular Fort Myers Beach bars and rest aurants, 
enjoying themed drinks, laughter, and camaraderie a long 
the way. The crawl concludes back at License to Chi ll with a 
�D�M�P�T�J�O�H���D�F�S�F�N�P�O�Z���B�U�������������Q���N��

This year’s participating establishments include La  Ola Surf-
side Restaurant, Lah De Dah Beach Bar & Grill, Mr. Waves 
Island Bar, Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery, Petey’s 
Upper Deck, Smokin’ Oyster Brewery, Wahoo Willie’s, and 
�5�I�F�� �8�I�B�M�F���� �5�I�F�� �F�W�F�O�U���T�� �U�J�U�M�F�� �T�Q�P�O�T�P�S�� �J�T�� �"�M�F�Y�� �,�J�O�H�� �1�S�F�N�J�F�S��
�1�M�V�T���3�F�B�M�U�Z�
���B�M�P�O�H���X�J�U�I���5�I�F���,�J�O�H���'�B�N�J�M�Z���'�P�V�O�E�B�U�J�P�O�
���X�J�U�I���B�E-
ditional sponsorship from Beach Talk Radio and Sunc oast 
Beverage.

Tickets for the Caftan Crawl are just $20 per person, but 
�+�V�O�H�X�J�S�U�I���T�U�S�P�O�H�M�Z���F�O�D�P�V�S�B�H�F�T���B�E�W�B�O�D�F���Q�V�S�D�I�B�T�F�T�����i�8�F���S�F��
preparing for about 800 Helens this year, and ticke ts are 
�H�P�J�O�H�� �G�B�T�U�
�w�� �T�I�F�� �T�B�Z�T���� �i�*�G�� �U�I�F�S�F�� �B�S�F�� �B�O�Z�� �T�Q�P�U�T�� �M�F�G�U�
�� �U�J�D�L�F�U�T��
may be available during Saturday morning registrati on, but 
�X�F�� �G�V�M�M�Z�� �F�Y�Q�F�D�U�� �U�P�� �T�F�M�M�� �P�V�U���w�� �5�J�D�L�F�U�T�� �D�B�O�� �C�F�� �Q�V�S�D�I�B�T�F�E�� �P�O-
line at www.fmbstrong.org, via Facebook at www.face book.
com/FMBStrong, or through Donorbox. For those unable to 
attend this year, Jungwirth recommends marking cale ndars 
now: the Caftan Crawl is always held on the Saturday before 
the Super Bowl, which falls on February 6, 2027, next time 
around.

�0�V�U�m�U�U�J�O�H���I�V�O�E�S�F�E�T���P�G���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���B�T���)�F�M�F�O���3�P�Q�F�S���O�F�B�S�M�Z���������Z�F�B�S�T��
after her television debut might seem daunting, but  Jung-
�X�J�S�U�I�� �I�B�T���U�I�F���T�P�M�V�U�J�P�O���� �i�"�N�B�[�P�O���B�O�E���(�P�P�E�X�J�M�M�
�w���T�I�F���M�B�V�H�I�T����
�i�(�P�P�E�X�J�M�M���J�T���U�I�F���H�P���U�P���T�Q�P�U���G�P�S���D�B�G�U�B�O�T���B�O�E���K�F�X�F�M�S�Z�
���B�O�E���X�I�B�U-
�F�W�F�S���Z�P�V���D�B�O���U���m�O�E���U�I�F�S�F�
���Z�P�V���P�S�E�F�S���P�O�M�J�O�F���w

Participants who complete the entire crawl will rec eive a 
commemorative medallion during the closing ceremony . In 
�B�E�E�J�U�J�P�O�
�� �F�B�D�I�� �T�U�P�Q�� �X�J�M�M�� �G�F�B�U�V�S�F�� �B�� �T�Q�F�D�J�B�M�U�Z�� �E�S�J�O�L�
�� �B�O�E�� �S�B�G�n�F��
tickets will be sold throughout the day for a varie ty of exciting 
prizes, with winners announced at the end of the ev ent.

�#�F�Z�P�O�E���U�I�F���G�V�O�
���U�I�F���$�B�G�U�B�O���$�S�B�X�M���E�F�M�J�W�F�S�T���B���T�J�H�O�J�m�D�B�O�U���F�D�P-
�O�P�N�J�D���C�P�P�T�U���U�P���'�P�S�U���.�Z�F�S�T���#�F�B�D�I�����i�"�G�U�F�S���U�I�F���m�S�T�U���U�X�P���D�S�B�X�M�T�
��
we heard from bars and restaurants across the islan d that 
�)�F�M�F�O�T�� �X�F�S�F�� �F�W�F�S�Z�X�I�F�S�F�� �X�F�M�M�� �J�O�U�P�� �U�I�F�� �F�W�F�O�J�O�H�
�w�� �+�V�O�H�X�J�S�U�I��
�T�B�Z�T���� �i�/�P�� �N�B�U�U�F�S�� �X�I�F�S�F�� �Z�P�V�� �X�F�O�U�
�� �Q�F�P�Q�M�F�� �X�F�S�F�� �T�I�P�V�U�J�O�H�
��
�A�)�F�Z�
���)�F�M�F�O�þ���w

As for the enduring appeal of Mrs. Roper, Jungwirth  believes 
�J�U�� �M�J�F�T�� �J�O�� �I�F�S�� �T�Q�J�S�J�U���� �i�)�F�M�F�O�� �J�T�� �H�F�O�V�J�O�F�M�Z�� �I�B�Q�Q�Z�
�� �B�� �M�J�U�U�M�F�� �T�B�M�U�Z�
��
�B�O�E���G�V�M�M���P�G���M�J�G�F�
�w���T�I�F���T�B�Z�T�����i�5�I�B�U���B�U�U�J�U�V�E�F���Q�F�S�G�F�D�U�M�Z���S�F�n�F�D�U�T���'�P�S�U��
Myers Beach as we continue recovering from hurrican es and 
facing everyday challenges. FMB Strong provides hop e, and 
what better way to spread that than through joy, la ughter, and 
�D�P�N�N�V�O�J�U�Z� �w

�5�P�� �T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U�� �U�I�B�U�� �N�J�T�T�J�P�O�‰�B�O�E�� �I�B�W�F�� �B�O�� �V�O�G�P�S�H�F�U�U�B�C�M�F�� �E�B�Z�‰
slip on a caftan, grab a red wig, and join the fun at the 3rd 
Annual Mrs. Roper’s Back to the Beach Caftan Crawl on Feb-
ruary 7.! �Q

�*�G�� �Z�P�V�� �m�O�E�� �Z�P�V�S�T�F�M�G�� �T�U�S�P�M�M�J�O�H�� �'�P�S�U�� �.�Z�F�S�T�� �#�F�B�D�I�� �P�O�� �4�B�U�V�S�E�B�Z�
��
February 7, you may feel as though you have stepped  straight 
into the mid-to-late 1970s. Platform shoes, bell bo ttoms, hot 
pants, jumpsuits, oversized sunglasses, and a dazzl ing array 
of colorful caftans will take over the island. Curl y red wigs will 
be everywhere, paying joyful homage to the iconic t elevision 
character Helen Roper, made famous by the late Audr a Lind-
ley on Three’s Company and its spinoff, The Ropers.

�/�F�B�S�M�Z�����
���������i�)�F�M�F�O���3�P�Q�F�S�T�w���B�S�F���F�Y�Q�F�D�U�F�E���U�P���n�P�P�E���'�P�S�U���.�Z-
�F�S�T���#�F�B�D�I���G�P�S���U�I�F�����S�E���"�O�O�V�B�M���i�.�S�T�����3�P�Q�F�S���T���#�B�D�L���U�P���U�I�F���#�F�B�D�I��
�$�B�G�U�B�O�� �$�S�B�X�M�
�w�� �B�� �T�Q�J�S�J�U�F�E�� �G�V�O�E�S�B�J�T�F�S�� �C�F�O�F�m�U�J�O�H�� �'�.�#�� �4�U�S�P�O�H�
��
�B���M�P�D�B�M���������	�D�
�	���
���O�P�O�Q�S�P�m�U���P�S�H�B�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O���E�F�E�J�D�B�U�F�E���U�P���I�F�M�Q�J�O�H��
residents with hurricane recovery and a wide range of com-
munity needs.

�i�.�S�T���� �3�P�Q�F�S���T�� �#�B�D�L�� �U�P�� �U�I�F�� �#�F�B�D�I�� �$�B�G�U�B�O�� �$�S�B�X�M�� �J�T�� �O�P�U�� �P�O�M�Z��
an incredible fundraiser for FMB Strong, but also a  fantastic 
�B�O�E�� �G�V�O�� �X�B�Z�� �U�P�� �F�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F�� �'�P�S�U�� �.�Z�F�S�T�� �#�F�B�D�I�
�w�� �T�B�Z�T�� �)�F�J�E�J��
Jungwirth, Executive Director of FMB Strong and the  event’s 
�T�F�M�G���Q�S�P�D�M�B�J�N�F�E�� �i�(�S�B�O�E�� �1�P�P�I�C�B�I���w�� �i�5�I�F�S�F�� �B�S�F�� �G�F�X�� �T�J�H�I�U�T��
more entertaining than walking into one of the island’s favorite 
bars or restaurants and being greeted by a sea of r ed wigs, 
�P�V�U�S�B�H�F�P�V�T���T�V�O�H�M�B�T�T�F�T�
���B�O�E���W�J�C�S�B�O�U���D�B�G�U�B�O�T���w

The event has grown steadily since its debut, attra cting both 
�M�P�D�B�M�T�� �B�O�E�� �W�J�T�J�U�P�S�T�� �G�S�P�N�� �G�B�S�� �C�F�Z�P�O�E�� �'�P�S�U�� �.�Z�F�S�T�� �#�F�B�D�I���� �i�*�T�M�B�O�E��
�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U�T���B�O�E���T�F�B�T�P�O�B�M���W�J�T�J�U�P�S�T���B�C�T�P�M�V�U�F�M�Z���M�P�W�F���J�U�
�w���+�V�O�H�X�J�S�U�I���F�Y-
�Q�M�B�J�O�T�����i�5�I�J�T���Z�F�B�S�
���X�F���S�F���F�Y�Q�F�D�U�J�O�H���U�X�P���C�V�T�M�P�B�E�T���P�G���A�)�F�M�F�O�T�����G�S�P�N��
Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda, along with several participants 
�X�I�P���n�Z���J�O�U�P���4�P�V�U�I�X�F�T�U���'�M�P�S�J�E�B���K�V�T�U���U�P���C�F���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���$�B�G�U�B�O���$�S�B�X�M���w

The festivities kick off at the License to Chill Bar & Grill at 
the Margaritaville Beach Resort Fort Myers Beach, where reg-
istration will be held from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Participants 
who have already purchased tickets can pick them up  during 
designated early ticket distribution times the week  prior, with 
locations on both the north and south ends of the i sland.

“Come & Knock On 
Our Door!”

- By Gary Mooney,  
Photos provided by Heidi Jungwirth & FMB Strong -

Community

The ”Caftan Crawl” begins & ends at the “License to Chill 
Bar & Grill” at the Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB.
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