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Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
~ patients with all medical options in a caring

of ce environment,

medicine, imaging services, physical medicine,
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries
and Sports Medicine

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction

and Rehabiliation

www.gardnerorthopedics.com
Prompt appointments available for urgent care.

Restorative & v

Anti-Aging Clinic

 Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
* Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement
 Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

* B-12 Injection Packages

* L.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

* OBAGI Skincare Products * Blue Peel Packages
* Botox ¢ Xeomin ¢ Belotero ¢ Radiesse ¢Volbella

* Voluma ¢ Juvederm ¢ Kybella

Give us a call today to discuss how we
can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery

Aileen Padilla, DO
Specializing in Physical Medicine

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK

offering regenerative

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint
Replacement, and Sports
Medicine

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Ft. Myers, FL 33916

NOW OFFERING!

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: in ammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxi cation, increases energy
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

Schedule your drip today!

— Gardner Orthopedics
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INSURANCE SERVICES

Wendy Matura

wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0 (239)463-5200

We've weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our
*ODGLRORXV RIEFH EHORZ '

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! e

HOME FLOOD « AUTO « CONDO « BOAT
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Letter to Residents

Hello Friends & Neighbors!

-
ol Ice Cream Lovers — REJOICE!! May brings two Holidays, from each end of the
emotional spectrum. Mother’s Day, on Sunday, May 10
iS a joyous occasion for so many, to honor th@mnch
of our families. Memorial Day is Monday, May 25,
and while we all head to the beach, join our fsiend
for neighborhood cookouts, and revel in the thage-d
While we love our Seasonal friends who are stiadssétpliday Weekend, please remember the solemn aspect
to our island economy, it sure is nice againve dri  of Memorial Day — those brave men and women who
and off FMB in just a few minutes, as well as ¢pavin throughout the decades gave their all so thatye ma
our favorite restaurant table or bar stool reatly an  enjoy our freedom. Their gift to us is truly peiss!
waiting for us. People save all year to spenceeke w
on our island Paradise, so now that the vast tyajori
of visitors are back up north, plan your own one- o
two-day “Stay-cation” with beach chairs, dining out
savoring a magnificent sunset or sipping a tdlbnel

Now that we are through another Season, islamders
once again buy ice cream at our local storesutvitho
worrying about it melting in our back seats wiele w

fight our way through seasonal traffic!

Remember that on Mother’s Day and during the
Memorial Day weekend, restaurants and bars, shops
and stores are open up-&-down FMB, for you to
celebrate and commemorate. After all, there istteo b
place to make new lifetime memories than on Fort

= | i
’ _ Too often, us islanders, afte_r a few years, forigdde Myers Beach.
& full advantage of our Paradise!
. . . . Speaking of making new lifetime memories, please
‘. lﬂ;r;fa?dr'g%nn2:]:35;l.:gl'\lgal\r/rl]agaz'nnfg?ggk.%u:he support our advertisers because we cannofHoring
- | ! P! paig Ul Myers Beach LIVING Magazimgou free of charge

legendary FMB Woman's Club Clubhouse that was without them. When you do visit, please let them

oblitergted by Hurricane lan. The 220-p|us—membersk—now that you saw their ad in our magazine sorwe ca
&]:grovylrllg ZMB Womqtn S Cl(lj"tt’hls one Otfhth?. t;:ﬁrock ontinue to provide you with this community-oridnte
otourisiand community, an ey are the Tirsally original entertainment each month.

around us at our most devastating times, likeglurin y
COVID-19 and after hurricanes. Deb Nelson in this Happy Mother’'s Day & Have An Awesome Beach Day! |

month’s Feature Article is totally correct whesaye -
- 'ﬁ;‘

that the Woman’s Club is FMB’s own “Red Cross!”
Now, this incredible organization needs our help to

rebuild their Clubhouse, but the truth is thatrnbe _ 'i‘g,'.f;‘--
FMB Woman’s Club headquarters will quickly becomd¥ Publisher P -
the island’s Clubhouse too. In a way, by inveistitinge Fort Myers Beach LIVING | = "1.

new FMB Women'’s Clubhouse, you are investing in o

: 239-222-0129
community.

ssandness@bestversionmedia.co

T R e W At

Enjoy Food & Drink
Full Menu Available

239.333.4386

at our Patio or Swing Bar YucatanBeachStand.com
Open Daily 11am ¢ LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB
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Deb & Steve Nelson
Love the Island Vibe

- By Gary Mooney -

Deb and Steve Nelson are Hawkeyes! “I hail from Clin-
ton,” Steve offers, “while Deb comes from a little town
called Marengo with a population of 1,500 residents .” As
Hawkeyes, however, they did not know each other. “P rior
to our meeting, | had been divorced and moved to Ch ain
O’Lakes, where | had a home as | love the water and boat-
ing,” Steve continues. “In the late 1990s, a buddy and |
went to a bar. In walked Deb and — for me — it was Love at
First Sight! | turned to my buddy and said, ‘That i s the most
beautiful woman | have ever seen.”

Deb on the other hand was recently divorced, “so | had
absolutely no interest in anything ‘MAN!" | immedia tely

6

liked Steve, though, and he soon became my best fri end,

DPOmMEBOU BOE TVQQPSU TZTUFN - BOE

mained that way for the next decade — my kids grew up
calling him ‘Uncle Steve.’ | did not want to risk | osing our
friendship, so when he asked me out, | agreed, as | ong as

JU XBT B A'JFME 5SJQ SBUIFS UIBO B E

progressively fantastic, and we were having a blast , then
Steve said, ‘Girl, someday I'm going to ask you to marry
me.’ | laughed so hard that my Mimosa shot out my nose.”

Steve proposed exactly one year later. “He set it u p so we
were at the same restaurant and table as our initial ‘Field
Trip,” recalls Deb. “I said ‘Yes’ and suddenly out from the
back room came our kids to celebrate with us.” They mar-
SJFE BU UIF 1JOL 41IFMM #FBDI
“Steve is still my best friend,” raves Deb, “and no w my
daughter Stephanie calls him her ‘Bonus Dad!”

This is the second marriage for both, so they have three
combined children. “Steve and | each have a son nam ed
Ryan,” explains Deb, “and they are only a month apa rt in
age. Steve's Ryan is married to Chrisele and they have
13-year-old twin sons, Beckham and Weston. My Ryan’s
spouse is Lindsay, and they have an 18-month-old da ugh-
ter, Marina Marlene. Our daughter Stephanie is married to
Dylan Quint, and they are expecting a child on June 13.
It is a boy, but until his parents announce a name, we call
him ‘Little Peanut!”

FMB Felt Like Home

4UFWF EJTDPWFSFE
Sight. “Years before meeting Deb, | already loved b oating,
<c in 1991 | had a boat at a Naples marina. | often brought
it 10 FMB and found the island fantastic. By 1999, | was
single, sold several of my businesses and had more time
for boating, so | purchased a place on FMB at the O cean
Harbor Condominiums. Before long, many of my northe rn
friends began to visit.”

That included Deb. “Stephanie was still young so we came
to FMB for vacations, staying at either The Neptune Inn or
the Edison Beach House, as | absolutely loved FMB. Not
only were the Gulf and island gorgeous, but so many peo -
ple were from the Midwest, like us, with that same Midwest -
ern kindness and love, that being on FMB felt like home.”

They moved to the Waterside Condominiums in 2006 and
became fulltime FMB residents in 2010, but return to Illi-
nois for the Summer. “The kids and grandkids all li ve with-
in 30 minutes of each other in the Naperville area,” says
Steve. “The grandkids in particular grow so fast th at we
want to be a part of their lives. The twins love to RV and
mTl
BT A/IBOB MPWFT mTIJOH BT XFMM
the soon-to-be ‘Peanut,” we look forward to creating more
memories in the RV and here in Florida!”

May 2026
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Deb & Steve have three combined children. Theyeeason named Ryan,
along with daughter Stephanie.

The Nelsons are “mostly retired.” “I received my ‘| ast pay-
check’ on January 1, 2000,” recollects Steve. “By t hen, |
sold my two primary businesses, though | remain act ive
investing in and serving on the Boards of various ¢ ompa-
nies. | am quite active at our Waterside Condominium. |
am proud that we were proactive when lan struck, en sur-

“Steve is still my best friend,” raves Deb!

Hibtkédgrgrow so fast that we want to be a partioeth . . .
We look forward to creating more memories.”

return of FMB’s beloved St. Patrick's Day Parade & After
Party. Town Council just approved our rebuilding pl ans so
with luck, we might have shovels-in-dirt by late 20 26, to
give our 220+ members a place we can call home agai n!
The FMB Woman’s Club is the glue that holds our island
community together.”

JOH UIBU XF XPVME CF UIF mSTU QSPQFSUZ TFSWJDFE CZ NBOZ

of our vendors after the hurricane, and that allowe d us to
reopen all 56 units by December 5.” “I am so proud of
Steve,” adds Deb. “What he and our Condominium Pres i-
dent accomplished to get us back up so fast is trul y amaz-
JOH UIFZ XPSLFE OPOTUPQ w

Deb started her career at Amana Refrigerators and w orked

JO "DDPVOUJOH 4FSWJDF BOE 4BMFT"GRIFZ DFBBUF NNOMM B B W XEB U

into Global Events Management with Motorola for the next

ZFBST
sales incentive trips, customer visits, product lau nches to
trade shows, and everything in-between. | basically lived
out of a suitcase 80% of the time. When Steve and | got
engaged, he asked me to retire. | soon found out | had too
much time on my hands, so | began my own Global Eve nt
Management consulting business. However, the urge to
travel with Steve and spend more time with our family
eventually won out so | retired for real in 2020.”

Steve is an FMB Woman'’s Club member, too. “I reasoned
that | might of as well join because | was already a ‘Volun-
Told Member,’ like many other Woman’s Club husbands!
Actually, our current fundraising mode appeals to m y en-
trepreneurial side.”

FMB Full of Love & Compassion

“different,” says Deb. “The lesson we all learned f rom lan

i* UPPL DBSF PG FWFSZUIJQOdyoG &R NoeaBWoTRAr N\teirelUsd @rélmudt febuild high-

er and stronger. | understand that no one likes cha nge,
but sometimes there are reasons for change. Even if the
buildings look different, | genuinely believe the h earts of
those who live on FMB will always remain full of love and
compassion.”

“I concur wholeheartedly,” agrees Steve. “It will | ook dif-
ferent, but at the end of the day, FMB will remain a great
place to live because it has its own unique vibe. T hat’s why

"9ROXQ7ROGuU 7KH )0% :RPDQ -V &O X Bwe retired here, and why we choose to remain after water

5F NBJO CFOFmDJBSZ PG %FC T
FMB Woman'’s Club! “I still wanted a means to stay ac-
tive and | discovered the FMB Woman’s Club,” she re -
lates. “We are a fascinating group of great ladies — and
now some men — that is always available when the FMB
community needs us most, like how we immediately raised
funds to provide island residents with $500 gift ca rds right
after lan — we are like FMB’s own personal ‘Red Cross.’
Once | became a member, | jumped in with both feet, in-
cluding serving on the Board and being Co-Chair to the

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

i G P GuabtyriBsMes, GOV IDJILS Bridl RWridardes. YbulBimply can-

not keep FMB down.”

To Deb, her favorite aspects of FMB are “its people, our
sunsets, and my husband. FMB just speaks to me!” Steve
loves the laid-back atmosphere, “where shorts and a t-shirt
are perfectly acceptable 98% of the time. | also love FMB’s
unigueness, as there is nowhere else like it. We have that
dynamic vibe, a wonderful hometown atmosphere, and truly
caring neighbors. That recipe is FMB’s secret power!” Q
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Real Estate

Your Neighborhood Market Update

ADDRESS BEDS / BATHSSQ FT SOLD PRICE CONDOS BEDS BATHS SQ FT SOLD PRICE
123 CORTEZ WAY 20 920 $225,000 | 21470 BAY VILLAGE DR #245 20 881 $255,000
193 HIBISCUS DR 1241 $417,075 | 6893 ESTERO BLVD #456 20 832 $300,000
5 CLEARVIEW BLVD 1281 $651,000 | 4263 BAY BEACH LN #413 20 1090 $312,500
150 PEARL ST 1438 $700,000 | g701 ESTERO BLVD #403 10 518 $335,000
201 MIRAMAR ST 1165 $870,000 | 7300 ESTERO BLVD #101 10 517 $348,000
309 MADISON CT 1258 $880,000 | 7307 ESTERO BLVD #3206 21 1127 $385,000
1735 $955,000 | 4411 gAY BEACH LN #734 20 1197 $385,000
1848 $1,050,000 | 1411 gAY BEACH LN #762 20 997 $395,000

;iig :i’;ég’ggg 6895 ESTERO BLVD #551 20 $400,000
’ ' 10 $426,000

2389 $14485500 | 7300 ESTERO BLVD #404
2560 $3.200.000 8771 ESTERO BLVD #1107 10 $435.000
375, 20 $440,000

673 ESTERO BLVD 4226 $3.375.000 4431 BAY BEACH LN #554
8088 $5,750,000 | 5480 ESTERO BLVD #401 10 $480,000
20 $484,000

8088 ESTERO BLVD
4182 BAY BEACH LN #753
LOTS ACRE  SOLD PRICE| 7650 ESTERO BLVD #202 20 $540,000
20 $542,000

140 GARCIA WAY 0.09 $75,000 | 4341 BAY BEACH LN #644

142 BARBADOS WAY 0.08 $75,000 7148 ESTERO BLVD #820 20 $550,000
19281 #36 SAN CARLOS BLVD 0.05 $75,000 | 170 ENELL RD #501 50 $520.000
19281 #30 SAN CARLOS BLVD 0.04 $91,000 | o N e 50 $560.000
19281 #28 SAN CARLOS BLVD 0.07 $110,000 _ eoa0 000

107 ALBATROSS ST

351 JEFFERSON CT
140 PEARL ST

71 MIRAMAR ST
270 DELMAR AVE
730 MATANZAS CT

QOO WUINWNNWWNNN

NNNDNDPNNNENEPRPRPNDMNNNNOERERERNNDDN

PREMIERE PLUS REALTY

LUXURY INTERNATIONAL

MEETS WORLD-CLASS SERVICE

T ' v Y y ,

CALL TODAY FOR HOME VALUATION OR MARKET ANALYSIS!

239-232-6465 | ALEXKINGGROUP.COM  @&d;
DREAMS CREATED | LIFESTYLES ELEVATED




>

_f 1
F/; LAwp

Community Feature

'I'LII'IFISI(II'I

TNTT=-°3%-"," KY%~"0"F, % ua-"°
JY-w"% Uka"xJINT u”s
COL¥"k, k¥, ,wkUw-" %~"%Aw °hUw



¥

% LNv,

Calendar of Events

Mondays, May 4 & 18 playful garden games, spring chic attire, signat
FMB Town Council Meeting cocktails, prizes and surprises! The FMB Cham
@Town Hall recognize outstanding FMB individuals, organiz
The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild F¥@ fisinesses with Community Awards. For tic
the new Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at 9 a.mSee Www.fortmyersbeach.org.
see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. )
Friday, May 8 .

Tuesday, May 5 Fort Myers Mighty Mussels

Monday Through Friday FMB Community Foundation Annual AwardsVv. Tampa Tarpons

Bay Oaks Recreational Center @Ilsland Pancake House @Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports Comp

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center The FMB Community Foundation is the island’s Ieadirﬁ]e Mighty Ml_JsseIs, the Low A af liate of the

The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open Monday tﬁmmﬁhropic organization. The Community FoundatioMinnesota Twins, take on_the_ Tampa Tarpons of.'the-
Friday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. FMB residents $7 with all'8§{er&s General Membership Meeting, where it distriblesyork Yankees organization at 7:05 p.m.! Followin
$10, with memberships available. its Annual Monetary Awards and announces its Scholtsigpme, stay for the spectacular reworks display

For information see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. Recipients from 6 to 8 p.m. For details, that the Mussels host after every Friday home game.
see www.fmbcommunityfoundation.com. The Mussels & Tarpons play Tuesday through Friday ¢
- 7:05 p.m.; Saturday at 6:05 p.m.; and Sunday at 12:0%
gfg%aégg?ugh Friday Wednesday, May 6 p.m. Tickets are $12 to $17; for details
: see www.mightymussels.com.
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center & EVERY WEDNESDAY
Bay Oaks hosts this incredible “After School ProgramTHROUGH SATURDAY Sunday, May 10

Beach Elementary School students EVERY Monday thfoaigtistoric Mound House Museum,

Friday throughout the academic year for games, snacks@néds & Store HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY! FMB

homework from after-school through 6 p.m. $125 for iyhe Historic Mound House restaurants & bars, shops and stores
residents & $175 for non-residents per semester! Byt in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest standing2€ 0pen up-&-down the island to
For information see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. structure on FMB. It is a multi-level museum that displayi=brate Mom’s Big Day!
Calusa artifacts, interactive exhibits and the one-of-a-
Everyday May Through August kind 1,600-year-old underground shell mound attraction.
“Island Charm Crawl” Wednesday through Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., with Ground
@FMB Businesses daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adults $15, Students $8, Kids gto

Hosted by “What's Up FMB,” the “Island Charm Crawl2#Ps& 5 & under free; Grounds free.
FMB into a playful islandwide scavenger hunt! Particig@@avww.moundhouse.org.
collect unique charms from participating bars, shops and
restaurants, adding a new piece at each stop. Those Wharsday, May 7
complete the “Crawl* earn a nal charm and “Island Bragoing-hamber “Coffee Connection”
Rights” at the closing celebration! “Crawl Kits” $30; togagiftih Business Advisors
or for more information, see www.whatsupfmb.com. start your day with your FMB Chamber friends for networking
with complimentary coffee and tasty breakfast items aygday, May 11

Methers Dy

Sunday, May 3 Brighton Lane, Suite #105, in Bonita Springs. The FREE=\'ERY MONDAY
AND EVERY SUNDAY “Coffee Connection” is from 8 to 9:30 a.m.; THROUGH ERIDAY
Bayside Park Concert Series see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

CROW Campus Tours

o '  May 7 @Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife
Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local musldétsday, May An in-depth look at what the animal patients

these FREE weekly outdoor concerts, weather permittihgBfrémyn Council experience, from intake to release, including th

étg :Ap.mz.4l\./lfl_|3_/BSD:”‘;'?wD"; I\élfy_ll_g “‘IE'Brl]D";"May 17 "ml'}figement & Planning Session hospital and treatment process. The 90-minute ft
y", May 24: ay 31. “1he kcho. @Town Hall is Monday through Friday at 11 a.m.; $25-per-p
See www.fortmyersbeach.org. The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuild R itivance registration and payment necessal
the new Town Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at 9 a.m239-472-3644, x-229 or reservations@crowclini

@Bayside Veterans Park

Sunday, May 3 see www.fortmyersbeach .gov.

AND EVERY SUNDAY Tuesday, May 12

Reggae Party N Thursday, May 7 FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting
@Lighthouse Island Resort Tiki Bar FMB Art Association @Town Hall

After you enjoy Sunday's "Bayside Park Concert Serigqa, Exhibit “Anything Goes” The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council, con
boogie on over to the nearby Lighthouse Island Resog]'ﬂ%i SRR Gallery its work to rebuild FMB in the new Town Hall at

to get your.Reggae on from & to 9 p.m. Dreadlocks o Iﬂé‘%' BAA's May Show, “Anything Goes,” runs throUgsiero Boulevard at 9 a.m.; S
See www.lighthouseislandresort.com. Saturday, May 30, at its new Gallery at 13451 McGregée www.fortmyersbeach .gov. .

Boulevard, Unit #1, in Cypress Square in Fort Myers, near the
Prawnbroker Restaurant & Fish Market. This is an inq;v@ia}yesday’ May 13
special exhibit that allows for non-traditional items, iInGUEINERY WEDNESDAY

)

5 86|99 1 4|2 3 |7
photography and jewelry. FREE admission from Thur
9/4|3|5|/2 7|1/8|6 through Saturday from Noon to 6 p.m. ?@ATURDAY ) ., =
7lel2lelalels|ale See www.fortmyersbeachart.com. Archaeology & Archives Tour %
| g @The Historic Mound House

4 9 (1|28 3|7 6|5 Friday, May 8 Discover the sc_ience of _archaeolog_y and the toc 2
2 s slvielelalsnls EMB Chamber Annual of the trade while exploring the ancient Calusa shell

) midden. Then step inside the Artifact Preservatipn.
€/a|7|1/5 9|al2 8 Meeting & “Garden Party” Center to see the artifacts unearthed during those
slelalzlslslelx s @The Historic Mound House ~ excavations EVERY Wednesday & Saturday from 41

I Join your FMB Chamber friends for a candle-lit springa.m. to Noon. $5 per person plus MH admissiol

8 6 |4|3 7 9|5 |2 evening at the Historic Mound House from 5 to 8 p.m. &e@estw.moundhouse.org. -
3 7| 5|8 9% 2|6 |1 a




Thursday, May 14

FMB Chamber Membership Luncheon
@Margaritaville Beach Resort FMB

Join your FMB Chamber friends at the Margarita
Beach Resort FMB to savor a scrumptious lunc
well as enjoying a presentation from Moore Hall
from The United States Chamber of Commerce
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Access Title Agency spons
the May Luncheon. $32 members & $42 prospe
members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

Friday, May 15

Welcome & Discovery Center
@VLovers Key State Park

The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and informs
visitors about Lovers Key habitats through interactive
displays Wednesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The W&DC is FREE with the Park entry fee;

see www.friendso overskey.org.

Saturday, May 16

“American Boating Course”

@San Carlos Bay Squadron Classroom

This basic boating class includes Florida navigation
rules and how to deal with water emergencies. $65-per-
person & $20 each additional person from 8:15 a.m. to
Noon; see www.scbps.com.

Thursday, May 21

FMB Chamber “Business After Hours”

@Pelican Bay Charters

Join your FMB Chamber friends for a fun time at Pelican
Bay Charters, while enjoying savory appetizers and a
cash bar from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Members FREE & $16 for
perspective members; see www.fortmyersbeach.org.

*
MEMORlA L DAY

Monday, May 25

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY!
GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS! FMB “
restaurants & bars, shops and stores =
are open up-&-down the island for your [
Holiday enjoyment.

Charity Spotlight

continued from page 5

'"MBTI GPSXBSE UP "VHVTU BOE IVSSJDBOF
the point where the Woman'’s Club felt it could once again revive the
Capital Campaign, “and the response was amazing,” m arvels Dawn!
“In ten days, we raised $800,000 and were on a roll ! Then Hurricanes
Helene and Milton hit and those storms literally took the wind out of



New FMB Fire Station

KHGUCXKPI $SWKNFKPI 9GNEQOG

- By Gary Mooney, Photos provided by Sandy Sandnes - The Chief points out that “you will notice decorative glass

_ doors on the front of the station; they are not hurricane-rated
The FMB Fire Control District dedicated its new Fire Station  doors that cost up to $80,000 per door. Instead, th e District

BU &TUFSP #PVMFWBSE PO 51V SrvEsted miudR feddMnto “ES InfRdetSaddell down scree ns ca-
FMB Fire Control District Chief Scott Wirth. The new station  pable of withstanding 200-mile-per-hour winds. The screens
cost roughly $15 million, including the land, but — believe are the hurricane protection, not the glass doors. This allows
JU PS OPU o UIBU mHVSF XJMM BDUYV khMiethebdgarade Bdofs, thia? éxpefieMod Maliydua B, to cost

costs approximately $11 million,” offers Chief Wirth, “with  much less than a hurricane impact-rated decorative door.”
BO BEEJUJPOBM NJMMJPO GPS UIF QSPQFSUZ 5IF "JSF $POUSPM

District will however eventually sell the remining one-acre Chief Wirth explains that the District kept flood e levation
of land, lowering the overall cost of the project. Following standards in mind when designing the station. “All the
Hurricane lan, the District received $9 million fro m the State electrical rooms and high-value equipment, such as the
PG '"MPSJEB UP FYQFEJUF UIF SFCVJMlEdathhg RiGcdmpFessos adTtieBite yead waxhed | are at

the remaining funds coming from the accrual of ad v alorum MFBT U GFFU BCPWF TFB MFWFM 5IF I
taxes over the prior six years.” designed to flood are still 8 feet above sea level and 3 to

GFFU BCPWF UIF BEKBDFOU SPBEXBZT
“Level E” Building Construction impact protection goes, we built the fire station t o ‘Level E’

The recent string of hurricanes that pulverized FMB led to  jmpact standards.”

several design aspects for the new station. “The gr eatest

risk is the potential for another extreme storm surge,” says There are three impact-rated levels, the Chief explains.

the Chief. “We made this building to be resilient a nd as close  “They are Level A, Level D, and Level E. Level E is the high-

UP nPPE QSPPG BT QPTTJCMF *O GBDést ley&l df mpacH ateEtiap BrglwJuatyGeseived for crit-
TUBUJPO UP MFU nPPE XBUFS nPX UISRDHBIMXJONES PUUSY DSVEBDBBDOBEMFUIFT MJII
NFOUT CFMPX nPPE MFWFM BSF nPPEQ&RReEEoREA@IHNQ Sehters. DUl ® $npEct tes ting,

storm surge.” B QPVOE Y QJFDF PG MVNCFS JT QSP|
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tested at a speed of 50-feet-per-second. With Level | E, the up cots to double that,” the Chief says. “This will be crucial

same piece of lumber is propelled at 80-feet-per-se cond, during tropical storms or lower category hurricanes , where
TIJHOJmMDBOUMZ JODSFBTJOH UIF JNQBIFUDSBPTNBUBOBFOSMBRVWHhIHABEFGHFSPO UIF J
the object to pass testing. What the public will se e inthe new evacuating. That will allow us to respond faster wh en those
mSF TUBUJPO BQQFBST UP CF B WFSEZto@Bdisspate VIMEJOH IPXFWFS

XIBU XF DPOTUSVDUFE JT B mSF TUBUJPO CVJMU PO B NBTTJWF GPVO
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continued from page 13

ty that is durable and resilient but not ‘Gold Plat ed!
We were conservative wherever possible, always re-
membering that we were building this using taxpayer
dollars.”

As for what the average person may find most surpri s-
ing about the new station, “it is the amount of ste el and
DPODSFUF UIBU ZPV EP OPU TFF JOD
thick glass windows and doors,” he explains. “These
exterior elements make it a virtual fortress! Another
element is that the facility is fully compliant with the
wildlife and turtle lighting standards present acro ss
the island. In fact, at night, as traffic moves by the
station, they will see the garage bays also lit with the
same wildlife-compliant lighting! We take immense
pride in that.”

Chief Wirth, on behalf of the entire Fire Control District,
expresses his appreciation to the FMB community.
“Your support means everything and, in return, we are
always here for you. We feel that the new Fire Statfon
#31 is one more crucial component to return a sense of
normalcy to the island, reinforcing that not only i s FMB
back but that it is better than ever!” Q
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SERVICES INCLUDE:
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® Factory Trained Technicians
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electronics installation

® Accessory installation
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® All major OEM parts for gas
and diesel engines
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