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Keeping you from doing the things you enjoy?

Gardner Orthopedics focuses on providing
~ patients with all medical options in a caring

of ce environment,

medicine, imaging services, physical medicine,
rehabilitation, and orthopedic surgical services.

Ronald Gardner, MDI ABOS
Specializing in Orthopedic Surgeries
and Sports Medicine

Brad Castellano, DPM ABFAS

Specializing in Foot and Ankle Trauma
Sports Medicine and Reconstruction

and Rehabiliation

www.gardnerorthopedics.com
Prompt appointments available for urgent care.

Restorative & v

Anti-Aging Clinic

 Thyroid / Hormone Testing & Management
* Bio-ldentical Hormone Replacement
 Food Sensitivity & Micro-Nutrient Testing

* B-12 Injection Packages

* L.V. Vitamin & Chelation Infusions

* OBAGI Skincare Products * Blue Peel Packages
* Botox ¢ Xeomin ¢ Belotero ¢ Radiesse ¢Volbella

* Voluma ¢ Juvederm ¢ Kybella

Give us a call today to discuss how we
can help you be the best you!
Sherry Valverde, APRN-C

Andrew Hodge, MD ABOS
Specializing in Knee and Hip Surgery

Aileen Padilla, DO
Specializing in Physical Medicine

MORE OPTIONS, LESS RISK

offering regenerative

Robert Martinez, MD ABOS
Specializing in Shoulder, Hip,
and Knee Arthroscopy; Joint
Replacement, and Sports
Medicine

239-277-7070
3033 Winkler Ave., Suite 100
Ft. Myers, FL 33916

NOW OFFERING!

Invented by physician John Myers, as an intravenous
nutrient mixture which combines Magnesium, Calcium,
B12, B-Complex, Vitamin C and Electrolytes to address a
wide range of clinical conditions. Treatment for conditions
including but not limited to: in ammation, acute sinusitis,
muscle spasm, fatigue, stress and upper respiratory
infections to chronic conditions like migraines and allergies.
Studies show it can aid in detoxi cation, increases energy
levels and even help cure the side effects of a hangover.

Schedule your drip today!

— Gardner Orthopedics
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| must be original and exclusive to Fort Myers Beach LIVING, at a
| maximum of 500 words. Fort Myers Beach LIVING reserves the right
to edit submissions for clarity, space limitations and spelling.

Eac column must contain

AR N UV BERS "Each box must contain the digits 1-9.

Emergency: 911

-FF $PVOUZ 4IFSJGG T 0GmDF
".# 'JSF %FQBSUNFOU 2 3 g
FMB Town Hall: 239-765-0202
FMB Public Library: 239-765-8162 6
Lee County Parks & Recreation: 239-533-7275
#FBDI & MFNFOUBSZ 4DIPPM 8 2 4
".# 8BUFS %FQBSUNFOU
5SBTI $PMMFDUJPO 4 [ 4 1 7
Florida Power & Light (FPL): 1-800-226-5885
CenturyLink: 239-335-3111 8 |7 9 3
$PNDBTU $BCMF $PNQBOZ
" # $IBNCFS PG $PNNFSDF 1 5 8 4

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, a dvertisements and ' ' 3
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or rep resent the views of
Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations,
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible 5
for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of
NBUFSJBMT HFOFSBUFE PS DPNQPTFE UISPVHI BSUJmDJBM JOUFMMJHF F MN—DP Fou
submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2026 Best 9 5 ,
Version Media. All rights reserved.

Answers on page 10

RTT

INSURANCE SERVICES

Wendy Matura

wendy@trustrti.com
D (239)314-1307
0 (239)463-5200

We've weathered the storms with you.
We will be building back on the beach soon.
Until then, we are here to service you from our
*ODGLRORXV RIEFH EHORZ '

SERVING FORT MYERS BEACH FROM THE SAME
LOCATION ON ESTERO BLVD SINCE 1997! e

HOME FLOOD « AUTO « CONDO « BOAT

Fort Myers Beaeh LIVING ~ 27 - 0e T S faspees oioe =8 e e TERAT T : B



Letter to Residents

Hello Friends & Neighbors!

June 21st marks two special occasions: Father’'s Day &amound House’s Museum Registrar, gave a wonderful
the 1st day of Summer! Remember that on Dad’s Spegedsentation that underscored the importance of the
Day, restaurants and bars, shops and stores are openArtifact Preservation Center, the only facility of its kind
up-&-down FMB, for you to celebrate with the anchor in Southwest Florida, and detailed the ongoing e orts to
of so many of our families. After all, there is no better preserve and study the region’s cultural heritage.

lace to make new lifetime memories than on Fort Myers . . . . .
P y? gnnot mention FMB history without noting the passing

Beach. As f let's all h thatiti e

eac s for Summer, lets all hope and pray that ISo%a true FMB “Grand Dame,” the legendary Fran Santlnl?&

Hurricane-Free as 2025! . .
who we treasured for 94 years. A founding member of the

You will LOVE the feature article on our Cover Gxup Estero Island Historic Society, Fran was widely regarded
Nancy & Joe Walker. eir free-wheeling and “Groovy”as an important link to FMB’s early 20th-century history. iﬁ
lifestyle perfectly epitomizes what life on FMH is e Estero Island Historic Society put it best in their -
about! Like Nancy says, “ e best parts of FMB tge i release announcing Fran’s passing by saying that she

natural beauty, its people and its funky vibe! israo o ered “steady leadership, dedication and a genuine Iove‘
cooler place to live than on FMB, where ‘Old Hgpie for preserving the history of our island.” Personally, |

go to retire!” will not only miss our conversations but her homemade,
scrumptious “Rum Balls!” We lost a true FMB treasure.

While | know this is our June issue, we are gjeing
a “sneak peek” into early July, with e Fourth ofyd Speaking of true FMB treasures, please support our ——
activities to celebrate our nation’s 250th Birthday advertisers because we cannot Bartgvlyers Beach -

4th kicks o with the traditional Holiday Paradevdo  LIVING Magazinéo you free of charge without them.

Estero Boulevard at 10 a.m., then the day ends with When you do visit, please let them know that you saw

a bang with a spectacular reworks display at dusk. their ad in our magazine so we can continue to provide
Congratulations and anks to the new island 501c3 you with this community-oriented original entertainment
organization, “What's Up FMB,” for spearheading each month.

the fundraising campaign to pay for the reworks, a
the Town of FMB cannot a ord the expense, as its
budget still remains tight due to ongoing Hurridane
restoration e orts.

Have An Awesome Beach Day!

Publisher
Fort Myers Beach LIVING
239-222-0129

ssandness@bestversionmedia.co

| recently attended a spectacular presentation at the
Historic Mound House that marked the 1st anniversary [
of its Artifact Preservation Center. e event brought
together some of the Mound House’s closest supporter
for an evening that highlighted both the site’s rich
history and its promising future. Breanna Vaccaro, the =y

Enjoy Food & Drink
Full Menu Available

239.333.4386

at our Patio or Swing Bar YucatanBeachStand.com
Open Daily 11am ¢ LIVE MUSIC 2-5pm 250 Old San Carlos Blvd, FMB



Mound Ho

Breanna Vaccaro, the 2

Mound House Museum
Registrar, underscored the
importance of the Artifact

Preservation Center;.the' ..
only facility of its Kind-in- .

Southwest Flotida.=’
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Resident Feature

they recently celebrated their 51st anniversary. Jo e became
a pharmacist after graduating from the Philadelphia College
of Pharmacy & Science, and then, after they raised their kids,
attained his Doctor of Pharmacy from Temple University.
Nancy earned her Adult Nurse Practitioner degree fr om the
New Jersey University of Medicine & Dentistry. They have
three children: Nicole, who is married to Dan; Bern ie, whose

wife is Rachel; and Chris and spouse Samantha. Nicole and
Dan are parents to 21-year-old Anna, 19-year-old Ava, and
Thomas who is 17. Bernie and Rachel have 18-year-old Lea
and Joe who is 15. Chris and Samantha have Lynda who is
ZFBS PME "OOJF BOE 4BSBI XIP JT

“That Will Be Us Someday”
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“Our ‘real’ hobby is our family — we love teitrighe kids and grandkids!”

Resident Feature

Nancy & Joe, in front of the Town’s beloved
Poinsettia Christmas Tree

JO PVS MIJWJOH BSFB CVU UIBU MJN JUdgteewithNBridyr Joereldte'sT “DutRd/nsatte? ReshEight or

and baseboards. After all we did after lan, those repairs
were easy; we were pros by then!”

Before their respective retirements, Joe was a phar macist,
including being a hospital Director of Pharmacy. “W hen we
moved to Florida, | was a hospital Director of Pharmacy, then
a Division Director of Pharmacy Operations for a large hospital
corporation that required me to travel back-&-forth from here
to Florida’s east coast several days a week.” Nancy was a
Nurse-Practitioner as well as a Critical Care Nurse who retired
in 2011. Joe eventually retired in 2017, “so we could spend
more time together,” recalls Nancy. “That became ou r ‘Retire-
ment Plan!” We are very blessed to be where are now in life.”

“What Else Could You Want?”

/IPX GVMMZ SFUJSFE /BODZ BOE +PF
ten to music at various FMB venues. She enjoys genealogy
and thrifting: “My ultimate goal is to be on the ‘A ntique Road
Show’ with a nicknack that | paid $10 for only to | earn that it is
worth $9,000! My real passion however is shelling and there
is no better area on the entire planet to shell than Southwest
Florida, and now Joe enjoys it, too. | am an FMB Community
Foundation member and we both attend the Estero Island
Historic Society. But our ‘real’ hobby is our family — we love to
visit with the kids and grandkids, as we have one f amily each
in Florida, New Jersey, and Rhode Island. Given the grand-
children’s ages, we expect to attend at least one h igh school
or college graduation a year for the next decade!”

/BODZ BOE +PF FOWJTJPO '.# JO mWF'#

precipice,” Nancy predicts. “I think the next year will dic -
tate the Town'’s future because the decisions we make now
will determine if we honor or disregard the Comprehensive
Plan. We are not totally against the larger redevelopments
and acknowledge that the beachfront properties will have
large-scale resorts and private mansions, but we hope our
sidestreets remain primarily residential homes, at much
higher elevations, of course.”

Fort Myers Beach LIVING

style of redevelopment, | predict that FMB will ret ain its funky
vibe and family-oriented mindset. | believe that ou r popu-
lation realignment following especially lan is over and that
those who live here now are our new permanent neighbors.
If you stayed through all three hurricanes, there is nothing
that will make you leave FMB, and if you bought since lan,
this is where you chose to live. Personally, | am amazed at
the rapid pace of our rebuild — it is much faster t han other
hurricane-devasted Florida communities like Mexico Beach.”

To Nancy, the best part of FMB is “its natural beauty, its
people and its funky vibe! For all the reasons we originally
moved here, those remain the same reasons why we stay.
There is no cooler place to live than on FMB, where ‘Old
Hippies’ go to retire!” “The beach and Gulf,” says Joe,

M8 Wid- withPout Briall islamd ichaBn® E IMduld go back in

time, | would move here all over again! | dreamed of mov -
JOH
blessed; we live in Paradise — what else could you want?” Q

,'I‘.I

" THE SANIBEL SHELL SHOW o

My real passion is shelling,” says Nancy, taischtheetter area on the entire planetharshell t
Southwest Florida, and now Joe enjoys it, t0o.”

IFSF PO PVS mSTU WJTJU BOE UIBU



Real Estate

Your Neighborhood Market Update

ADDRESS BEDS / BATHSSQ FT SOLD PRICE CONDOS BEDS BATHS SQ FT SOLD PRICE
19 SUNVIEW BLVD 3 BED/2 1 1,503 $540,000 | 7390 ESTERO BLVD #1038 1BED/LO 525 $215,000
200 ESTERO BLVD #507 1BED/LO 843 $312,500
125 GULFVIEW AVE 3 BED/2 1 1,443 $640,000 6665 ESTERO BLVD #226 2 BED/20 934 $327,500
25 FAIRVIEW BLVD 3 BED/2 0 1,788 $950,000 6895 ESTERO BLVD #552 2 BED/20 778 $335,000
8701 ESTERO BLVD #602 1BED/10 518 $340,000
210 PEARL ST 3BED/20 1,225 $1,075,000 | 4491 BAY BEACH LN #111 3BED/20 1,197 $365,000
21188 NODDY TERN DR+DEN/3 0 2,293 $1,150,000 | 6897 ESTERO BLVD #132 2BED20 778 $370,000
8300 ESTERO BLVD #204 2BEDA1 732 $380,000
25 PALMVIEW BLVD 4 BED/30 1,758 $1,500,000 | 5207 ESTERO BLVD #163 2BED20 778 $387,500
13 BAYVIEW BLVD  3+DEN/2 1 2,379 $1,525,000 | 7330 ESTERO BLVD #502 1BED/IO 517 $425,000
4841 ESTERO BLVD 3 BED/2 1 1,452 $1,759,000 | 8771 ESTERO BLVD #1002 1BED/LO 586 $435,000
8350 ESTERO BLVD #523 2BED/20 933 $460,000
5230 ESTERO BLVD #63 BED/3 1 2,526 $2,300,000 | 7330 ESTERO BLVD #1004 1 BED/10 517 $465,000
200 ESTERO BLVD #708 2BED/20 1,238 $470,000
LOTS ACRE  SOLD PRICE| 7401 BELLA LAGO DR #533 2+DENI20 1,363 $505,000
49 DOUBLOON WAY 0.072 $65,000 7650 ESTERO BLVD #202 2BED/20 889 $540,000
4182 BAY BEACH LN #773 2BED/20 1,390 $555,000
63 EMILY LN 0.062 $290,000 8350 ESTERO BLVD #231 2BED20 1,025 $562,000
101 103 ANDRE MAR DR 0.156 $530,000 8350 ESTERO BLVD #126 2BED20 1,025 $565,000
oo . - PR 474 8 $670.000

ALEX KING

GROUP

PREMIERE PLUS REALTY

LUXURY INTERNATIONAL

LUXURY MEETS WORLD-CLASS SERVICE
/ ._ k ._‘ s 4 3 T’ A o ki i o '...|. \.tl - - .,...;‘ -y ; o 1 /‘,

CALL TODAY FOR HOME VALUATION OR MARKET ANALYSIS!

239-232-6465 | ALEXKINGGROUP.COM  @&d;
DREAMS CREATED | LIFESTYLES ELEVATED
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Calendar of Events

hunt! Participants collect unique charms from  Sunday, June 7

participating bars, shops and businesses, addingAND EVERY SUNDAY

a new piece at each stop. Those who complete t!

“Crawl” earn a nal charm. “Crawl Kits” are $30; Eﬁ%%ﬁiligrlts}:and Resort Tiki Bar

to register or for more details, After you enjoy Sunday’s “Bayside Park Concert
see www.whatsupfmb.com. Series,” boogie on over to the nearby Lighthouse
Island Resort Tiki Bar to get your Reggae on from 6
to 9 p.m. Dreadlocks optional!

See www.lighthouseislandresort.com.

June

Monday Through Friday

Bay Oaks Recreational Center @Town Hall

@Bay Oaks Recreational Center The FMB Town Council continues its work to Monday, June 8

The Bay Oaks Recreational Center is open Monday rebuild FMB in the new Town Hall at 6231 Estero & EVERY MONDAY THROUGH

through Friday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. FMB residents $Boulevard at 9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach .goy-p 5 Ay

with all others $10, with memberships available. For

information see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. CROW Campus TOl.'l.rS ) -
@Center for the Rehabilitation Of Wildlife

An in-depth look at what the animal patients
experience, from intake to release, including the
hospital and treatment process. The 90-minute tour
is Monday through Friday at 11 a.m.; $25-per-
person with advance registration and payment
necessary at 239-472-3644, x-229

or reservations@crowclinic.org.

Mondays, June 1 & 15
FMB Town Council Meetings

Monday through Friday ’
June 8 Through August 7

Bay Oaks Summer Camps 2026
@Bay Oaks Recreational Center

Kids ages 5 through 12 enjoy the beach, pool, shing, MOUND HOUSE

eld trips, crafts, games, movies & more Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.! Registration is per
week and not daily; $125-per-week for “Beach Kids” and
$175 for all others. To register go to
www.fmbgov.com/youth-programs.

Tuesday, June 9

FMB Local Planning Agency Meeting

@Town Hall

The FMB LPA, appointed by Town Council,

continues its work to rebuild FMB in the new TOE
Hall at 6231 Estero Boulevard at 9 a.m.; see WAL =
fortmyersbeach .gov. S s

Wednesday, June 3

& EVERY WEDNESDAY

THROUGH SATURDAY

The Historic Mound House Museum,

Grounds & Store
@The Historic Mound House

e
Built in 1921, the Mound House is the oldest ——
standing structure on FMB. It is a multi-level Wednesday, June 10 —

museum that displays Calusa artifacts, interactive & EVERY WEDNESDAY &

exhibits and the one-of-a-kind 1,600-year-old SATURDAY

underground shell mound attraction. Wednesdays“A : »
A rchaeology & Archives Tour

through Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., with Grounds @The Historic Mound House

daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adults $15, Students DI th . £ archaeol d the t 2
$8, Kids 6 to 12 $5, & 5 & under free; Grounds Iscover the science of archaeology and the 10915 =
free. See www.moundhouse.org. of.the trade while e)_(pl(_)nng the apment Calusa %@;
midden. Then step inside the Artifact Preservation
Center to see the artifacts unearthed during thoge= =
excavations EVERY Wednesday & Saturday frof};_mg

Monday through Friday
in JUNE & JULY
Lovers Key Summer Camps 2026 Thursday, June 4 1
@Lovers Key State Park FMB Chamber a.m. to Noon. $5 per person plus MH admissiorn;
Experience the Real Florida as you explore the beach‘@usffee Connection” see www.moundhouse.org. B
mangrove estuaries of Lovers Key, while learning aboggFifth-Third Bank ﬁ
the local ecology and environmental stewardship alongtart your day with your FMB Chamber friends for Thursday, June 11
the way! $300-per-session, register in advance networking with complimentary coffee and tasty FEMB Chamber
at http:/LoversKey.Eventbrite.Com. breakfast items at the Fifth-Third Bank at 11550 bership Lunch

Majestic Palms Boulevard in Fort Myers. The FREge.m ership Luncheon

Pink Shell Beach Resort

vvcvsxigrtcl?:;:rignez;hirf;m 810 9:30 am,; see Join your FMB Chamber friends gt the Pink Shell
Beach Resort to savor a scrumptious luncheon

as well as enjoying a presentation from Madeline

Erickson from “The Sensory Safe Solution”

from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $32 members & $42

prospective members; see www.fortmyersbeach

Daily Through August
“Island Charm Craw!”
@FMB Businesses
Hosted by “What's Up FMB,” the “Island Charm Thursday, June 4

Crawl” turns FMB into a playful islandwider scavengeFMB Town Council Management
& Planning Session

@Town Hall

< - ., W The FMB Town Council continues its work to rebuildThursday, June 11
g 8|7 €63 4|1 |5 |9 FMQB in the new Tov¥n Hall at gzslhEstero Boulevarg=\1B Art Association
S [elala|s|t|o|a]7]s at 9 a.m.; see www.fortmyersbeach .gov. Summer Exhibit
< “Beach Bliss”
=4 5/9|/1|8|7 /2|64 3] Sunday, June 7 @FMBAA Gallery
4| 3|6|2 9 B|5 1|7 AND _EVERY SUNDAY ) The FMBAA’'s Summer Show, “Beach BIliss,” runs
i olelslzl Wlals Bayside Park Concert Series through Saturday, July 18, at its new Gallery at
s @Bayside Veterans Park 13451 McGregor Boulevard, Unit #1, in Cypress
1|/5(9|3| 6 7|8 |2 4 Relax while listening to fantastic tunes from local Square in Fort Myers, near the Prawnbroker
2 l1|!517 8|3lale|a musicians at these FREE weekly outdoor concertsRestaurant & Fish Market. FREE admission from
| / weather permitting, from 4 to 7 p.m. For the list of Thursday through Saturday from Noon to 6 p.m.
7 6(8|a|2 1|3 9|5 \ Concert performers, see www.fortmyersbeach.orgSee www.fortmyersbeachart.com.
3 2 4|9 5 6|7 |8 |1

June 2026




Community Feature

continued from page 9

of the ‘Shrimp Festival,” the Town will close the Matanzas Pass

Bridge from 9 a.m. until roughly Noon.”
Friday, June 12

Welcome & Discovery Center 81 JMF UIF 1BSBEF BOE 'JSFXPSLT BSF UIF P

@Lovers Key State Park ;
The Welcome & Discovery Center educates and informs of July events, Karen suspects that island bars, re staurants and

visitors about Lovers Key habitats through interactive related establishments “will offer their own kind of specials all
displays Wednesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to hroughout the day and maybe even for the entire Ho liday weekend
2 p.m. The W&DC is FREE with the Park entry fee; see

www.friendso overskey.org.

Friday, June 12
Fort Myers Mighty Mussels

v. Dunedin Blue Jays

@Hammond Stadium, Lee Health Sports Complex
The Mighty Mussels, the Low A af liate ofgb&Minne
Twins, take on the Dunedin Blue Jays of kedoronto
Jays organization at 7:05 p.m.! Followingstay game,
for the spectacular reworks display that e Musse
host after every Friday home game. The Migssels & Bl
Jays play Tuesday through Friday at 7:05dayn.; Satu
at 6:05 p.m.; and Sunday at 12:05 p.m. $itkeds are
$17; for details see www.mightymussels.com.

¥ ORT MYERS
BEACH

Woman’s Club

Thursday, June 18

FMB Woman’s Club Monthly Social

@Legno ltalian Kitchen

Hang out with your FMB Woman’s Club members, with
all others invited to join us! Savor the great food
atmosphere at this fabulous South End restaural
Santini Marina Plaza at 5:30 p.m. To join the best

on the entire island, see www.fmb-wc.org.

Saturday, June 20

“Coastal Cars & Coffee”

@Santini Marina Plaza

Classic cars gather at Santini Marina Plaza fro

a.m., before heading to Norm’s Beach Parking al
Estero Boulevard for lunch at “Detroit Dawgs.” Thgm
will be additional “Coastal Cars & Coffee” shows or
July 18, August 15 and September 19. For information,
see www.whatsupfmb.com. o

Sunday, June 21

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!
FMB restaurants & bars, shops and stores are
&-down the island to celebrate Dad’s Big Day!

HAPPY

AV
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- By Gary Mooney, Photos provided by Sandy Sandness -

protection for residents and businesses. There is talk the Town
may do some minor beach construction in 2026, but it is my

SIF BMM WPMVOUFFS OPO QSPmU 5V SU Mddergtdhiing thid?iPwill netfbl & idajde grojécyY F

J)BWFSmFME JO CFHJOT JUT
itoring marine turtles on FMB as well as Big Hickory Island
and Bonita and Bunche Beaches. Florida’s nesting sea turtle
season is May 1 through October 31, though Turtle Time in
recent years starts their monitoring on April 15 because turtles
can nest as soon as the Gulf waters reach 80 degrees. FMB is
the almost-exclusive domain of Loggerheads (Caretta caret -
UB
(Chelonia mydas) nest in 2019.

The primary bane to nesting turtles and their hatchlings is vis -
JCMF BSUJmDJBM MJHIU GSPN CFBDI
had quiet dark beaches to themselves, but now they must
compete with businesses and coastal residents. These lights
can prevent females from coming ashore or they choose an
inferior nesting location from which few hatchlings survive.
Lights disorient hatchlings, causing them to move toward that
source and away from the Gulf, resulting in their death from
dehydration, exhaustion, or automobiles.

“Immense Pride!”

i-PHHFSIFBET OFTU FWFSZ PUIFS ZFBS
historic clue for 2026,” explains Eve. “FMB had 109 sea turtle
OFTUT JO
are a few reasons to be optimistic about this year. The Town
will not do a large-scale beach renourishment, there is new
dune vegetation the Town planted, as well as the construc -
tion of the new berm, and those things make for a more turtle
nesting-friendly environment as well as enhanced storm surge

12

Ul DPOTFDVUJWF TFBTPO PG NPO

Eve’s primary concern remains beach lighting. “The worst of -
fenders are those people and businesses that use white LED
lights, because that is a piercing white light, even when em -
anating from indoors — any lights visible from the beach are
problematic for sea turtles. Residents think they are comply -
ing because they have tinted windows, but unfortunately most

UIPVHI 5VSUMF 5JNF GPVOE JUT m Simgare RdD striing @rowgl, meaning theyonust still close their

drapes. In 2025, we set a record number of disoriented nests
on FMB with 29, and that cost us thousands of hatchlings that
we scraped off Estero Boulevard, found dead due to dehydra -

Q SWPIPFH URE TU | B Y SYAVEFT BRIRIB DIVMEM EQR QWBF BO

preventable.”

She endorses a simple solution: “Amber LED Lighting ! Peo-
ple still have the misconception that Amber LED lig hts are
not bright enough, but that is not true. Amber LED lighting
is beautiful and as safe for humans as for turtles; we would
never endorse a product that would potentially plac e any-
one in danger. Another misconception is that Amber LED
lights cost more. They do cost a bit more with the initial

durchéase, Mt fHeyUd3t so lofrgPtRatBiiey are overall very

cost-effective.”

TP XF FYQFDU TPNFUIJOH JO UIBU WJDJOJUZ 5IFSF

The news is not all gloom-&-doom, Eve opines. “Estero Boule-
vard streetlights are now all Amber LED and that is a tremen -
dous achievement by the Town, as is the Town’s efforts to get
beach residents into greater lighting compliance through pro -
active ways. | recently learned that not only are all of the new

June 2026



© Best Ve

"."# '"JSF 4UBUJPO MJHIUT BU
tle-friendly, but that FMB Fire Chief Scott Wirth proclaimed
that with ‘immense pride!” That is so encouraging!”

Work Together; Win Together

*G ZPV BDDJEFOUMZ IPPL PS DBUDI
distress or dead, immediately contact Turtle Time at 239-

UIE '8%$ )PUMJOFE BU

".# BU
Eve. “We can respond the quickest, because when you are
dealing with, for instance, a disoriented hatchling or a dis -
tressed turtle, every minute matters.”

Turtle Time has a core group of roughly 120 volunteers. “I
cannot even guess how many thousands of hours they con -

USJCVUF FWFSZ TFBTPO w SFnFDUT &WF

new volunteers so if you have an interest, please contact
NF BU

In addition to her volunteers, Eve appreciates “all the good
people on FMB who help us protect our local nesting sea
UVSUMFT 5IFZ mMM JO
new beach plantings and dunes; they maintain their beach

in a natural state rather than raking it; and they have Am-
ber LED lights. That tells me that we are on the right track,
because when we all work together, we all win together,
people and sea turtles alike!” Q

DIVERSIFIED

YACHT SERVICES. INC.

751 Fishermans Wharf = Ft. Myers Beach
239.765.8700 « DYSinc.com

SERVICES INCLUDE:
m Qutboard Service Center
m Factory Trained Technicians

m Services, repowers, diagnostics,
electronics installation

® Accessory installation
i.e. power pole and trolling motor

® All major OEM parts for gas
and diesel engines

Fort Myers Beach LIVING
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FMB Community Foundatior
Awards Grants, Scholarship
'SP ARANUAPTElebration

The Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation celebrated
another successful year of giving at its annual Awards Pro -

ram on Tuesdai May 5, held at St. Raphael s Episcopal
ulch Peffish HAIF £ " WBMVE "UTF

Co-Presidents Jane McCloskey and Amy Gillette an-
nounced that the Foundation awarded $75,000 in grants
UP OPOQSPmMU PSHBOJ[BUJPOT BMPOH

continued on page 14
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Community Feature
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Fort Myers Beach, we're here!
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Stop in, grab a cookie and experience the SanCap Bank difference today.
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Open Wednesdays, 9:30 am to 3 pm 4 —_ COMM U N ITY BAN K

100 Lovers Lane, Fort Myers Beach 239-274-6240
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| sancapbank.com/fmb
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